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By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — The Beloit 
Police and Fire Commission 
took action Monday to name 
Inspector Thomas Stigler 
interim police chief, with the 
commission now poised to 
start the process of hiring a 
permanent chief.

The commission unani-
mously named Stigler the 
interim chief after hearing a 
brief overview of the depart-
ment’s upcoming training 
activities, including implicit 

bias courses, and Integrating 
Communications, Assessment 
and Tactics (ICAT) training.

Stigler joined 
the Beloit force 
in March of 2018 
as captain of 
patrol after pre-
viously serving 
over 30 years in 
the Milwaukee 
Police 
Department.

Most recent-
ly, Stigler was promoted to 
the rank of police inspector in 
January.

PFC President Ron Watson 
said he was confident Stigler 
would lead the department 
while the PFC conducts its 
search for a permanent chief.

“I am extremely heartened 
by what I heard from Interim 
Chief Stigler,” Watson said. 
“I know him and I know his 
work. I couldn’t be happier 
that we have someone of his 
caliber to step in during this 
difficult transition.”

The commission heard 
from an executive of GovHR 
USA, the firm potentially 
tasked with assisting the 

commission in its nationwide 
search for David Zibolski’s 
replacement following his 
departure to the Fargo, North 
Dakota Police Department as 
chief.

The commission has yet 
to formally commit to work-
ing with GovHR and has not 
made a resolution to hire the 
firm, with Monday’s meeting 
serving as a starting point to 
hear concerns and questions 
from the PFC.

GovHR USA Vice President 
Lee Szymborski addressed 
individual commissioner con-

cerns regarding the timing of 
the process and how candi-
dates were vetted before being 
submitted as finalists for 
review by the PFC.

Commissioners Dennis 
Murphy and Ralph Berkley 
both voiced concerns with 
GovHR’s handling of some 
candidates for the Beloit Fire 
Department chief’s search, cit-
ing potentially negative media 
coverage involving potential 
hires that may have been 
overlooked by GovHR USA.

PFC names Stigler interim police chief

Harvest time

Clint Wolf/Beloit Daily News

Farmers have been getting out in the fields in the Stateline Area to begin the harvest. Farmers 
are expecting good yields, but are facing low prices for crops.

Stigler

By AUSITN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — Beloit and 
Janesville have reported a 
total of 187 newly confirmed 
COVID-19 cases since last 
week as local case rates 
remain high, according to 
municipal data updated 
Monday by the Rock County 
Public Health Department.

In Beloit, a total of 953 
COVID-19 cases have been 

reported—an increase of 70 
cases since Sept. 21 as 11,075 
people tested negative for the 
virus and 790 residents have 
recovered, an increase of 33 
recoveries since Sept. 21.

In Janesville, 1,064 cases 
have been reported, an 
increase of 117 cases since 
Sept. 21 as 15,618 people test-
ed negative and 798 residents 
have recovered, an increase 
of 89 recoveries since Sept. 
21.

Janesville’s mortality rate 
(1.73%) remains higher than 
Beloit’s (1.12%).

The age group that made 
up the most COVID-19 
infections for Beloit and 
Janesville are 15 to 24-years-
olds, with Beloit (18% of all 
cases) and Janesville (24% of 
all cases).

Rock County reported 33 
more cases and no additional 
deaths on Monday, bringing 
the countywide total to 2,573 

cases and 32 deaths. A total 
of 36,120 people have tested 
negative for the virus in the 
county as 1,929 people have 
recovered. An estimated 
total of 612 cases in Rock 
County remain active, the 
health department says.

Data on hospitalizations 
due to COVID-19 in Rock 
County hospitals, last updat-
ed on Sept. 24, shows that 14 
people remain hospitalized 

As 187 new virus cases tallied, 14 remain hospitalized

By The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — In an elec-
tion year like no other, the first 
debate between President Donald 
Trump and his Democratic 
challenger, Joe Biden, could be 
a pivotal moment in a race that 

has remained 
stubbornly 
unchanged in the 
face of historic 
tumult.

The Tuesday 
night debate will 
offer a massive 
platform for 
Trump and Biden 
to outline their 
starkly different 
visions for a 
country facing 
multiple crises, 
including racial 
justice protests 
and a pandemic 
that has killed 
more than 200,000 
Americans and 

cost millions of jobs.
The health emergency has 

upended the usual trappings of 
a presidential campaign, lending 
heightened importance to the 
debate. But amid intense politi-
cal polarization, comparatively 
few undecided voters remain, 
raising questions as to how, or 
if, the debate might shape a race 
that has been defined by its bit-
terness and, at least so far, its 
stability.

Biden will step onto the 
Cleveland stage holding leads 
in the polls—significant in the 
national surveys, closer in the 
battleground states—but facing 

Rivals to 
square off 
at debate 

tonight 
By JOSH BOAK

Associated Press

President Donald Trump 
paid just $750 in federal 
income taxes the year he ran 
for president and in his first 
year in the White House, 
according to a report in The 
New York Times.

Trump, who has fiercely 
guarded his tax filings and is 
the only president in modern 
times not to make them pub-
lic, paid no federal income 
taxes in 10 of the past 15 
years.

The details of the tax fil-
ings published Sunday com-
plicate Trump’s description 
of himself as a shrewd and 
patriotic businessman, reveal-
ing instead a series of finan-
cial losses and income from 
abroad that could come into 
conflict with his responsibili-
ties as president. 

The president’s financial 
disclosures indicated he 
earned at least $434.9 million 
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