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WEATHER
Thursday: 35˚, P. Cloudy

See the full forecast on A8

By The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President-
elect Joe Biden made a sober 
entrance to the nation’s capital 
Tuesday, ready to assume power as 
America reels from the coronavirus 

pandemic, soaring 
unemployment and 
grave concerns about 
more violence as he 
prepares to take the 
oath of office.

Biden, an avid 
fan of Amtrak, had 
planned to take a 
train into Washington 
ahead of Wednesday’s 

Inauguration Day, but scratched 
that plan in the aftermath of the 
Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol.

He instead flew into a military 
airbase just outside the capital on 
Tuesday afternoon and then motor-
caded into fortress D.C. — a city 
that’s been flooded by some 25,000 
National Guard troops guarding a 
Capitol, White House and National 

Biden set to 
take oath amid 
multiple crises

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — The Lincoln Academy 
will be adding one additional grade, 
or 50 more slots for students this fall.

The Kids First Board of Directors 
approved adding grade 6 to the school 
plan at a December meeting in order 
to better prepare students for higher 
level courses in high school.

Original plans called for 4K to sec-
ond grades and seventh through ninth 
in the first year. With the addition of 
sixth grade, the school will go from 
being able to take 350 students in the 
first year to 400, Cole said.

A press release from Kids First 
Beloit cited data from the Wisconsin 
Forward exam in math for sixth grad-
ers 2018-2109 which found only 16.1% 
of all Beloit School District students 
were proficient in math. The figure 
was 2.8% for Black students; 10.8% 
for Hispanic students; and 31.9% for 
White students in the district, data 
which was verified on the portal of 
the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction website, https://wisedash.
dpi.wi.gov.

Given the data, The Lincoln 
Academy Chief Instructional Officer 
Kari Flitz said those at the school 
must assume students may need the 
sixth grade foundational year to meet 
grade-level expectations and to pre-
pare them to take higher-level courses 
in high school. Without it, certain 
careers could be out of reach.

CEO Kristi Cole said the academ-
ic data for math as well as other 

subjects illustrates the need for the 
school.

The Lincoln Academy in Beloit 
is a K4 to grade 12 independent 
charter school opening in fall of 
2021 on the Eclipse Campus at 608 
Henry Ave. It will be a public school 
authorized through the University of 

Lincoln Academy adds another grade and 50 more slots for students
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The Leadership team at the Lincoln 
Academy recently got a tour of the 
school which is under construction. The 
new school will take 4K through second 
graders and sixth through ninth grades 
in its first year which starts this fall.

Hillary Gavan/Beloit Daily News

Construction on The Lincoln Academy, a three-story 112,000 square-foot school on the Eclipse Campus, is about 60% complete. 
Enrollment runs Feb. 1-28.

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

MADISON — The first rollout of 
the COVID-19 vaccine for the gener-
al public is slated to start next week 
as Wisconsin residents ages 65 and 
older can get inoculated, according 
to an announcement made Tuesday 
by the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services (DHS).

Public health officials announced 
that elderly residents are now eligi-
ble to get vaccinated starting Jan. 
25. 

But demand still far outweighs 
supply of the vaccine as there are 
over 700,000 Wisconsin residents 
65 and older compared to the state 
receiving a mere 70,000 vaccine 
first-doses per week from the feder-
al government. 

The rollout of the latest vacci-
nation phase is expected to occur 
over the next three to four months, 
according to DHS Deputy Secretary 
Julie Willems Van Dijk

“It will take some time to reach 
everyone in this age group,” 
Van Dijk said. “This is the most 

Vaccine soon 
available for 

those over 65
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New learning foundation

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Enrollment for 
The Lincoln Academy will run 
from Feb. 1-28, according to CEO 
Kristi Cole.

The application period will be 
available online on Feb. 1 at the-
lincolnacademy.com. Parents can 
apply in person Monday through 
Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
at The Lincoln Academy office 
located at 55 Eclipse Center. 

An enrollment fair will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 6 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Eclipse 
Center with staff to answer ques-
tions and a Spanish interpreter. 
Cookies and cocoa will be served. 
Registration is required and can 
be arranged by contacting Jen 
Tropp at jtropp@hendrickshol-
ing.com or 608-473-0246.

If more applications are 
received than there are seats 
available for each grade level, 
a public random lottery will be 
held on March 8. 

The event will be broadcast to 

Enrollment online 
begins Feb. 1

See Enrollment, A2

See Academy, A2


