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Evers issues state mask order
Public officials react as Wisconsin requirement set to take effect Saturday
By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer
Wisconsin residents will now
be required to wear face coverings
indoors as part of a public health
emergency declaration made by Gov.
Tony Evers on Thursday as COVID-19
continues to spread across the state.
The mask order will take effect
at 12:01 a.m. on Saturday and will
expire on Sept. 28. Thursday’s order
has drawn mixed reactions from state
and local leaders.
Beloit City Council President
Regina Dunkin said she fully supports the measure, adding that
COVID-19 “has taken too many lives”
in Wisconsin and across the country.

“We are thankful for this action to
help keep our community safe from
COVID-19,” Dunkin said.
“This face covering requirement will help reduce the potential
spread of COVID-19 throughout our
state,” said Beloit City Manager Lori
Curtis Luther. “COVID-19 does not
know municipal boundaries, and we
are thankful for a consistent rule
throughout Wisconsin to help stop
the spread of this coronavirus.”
Rock County Administrator Josh
Smith said he was “confident” Rock
County residents would comply with
Evers’ order, with Rock County
Board Chair Kara Purviance calling
the choice to require masks “difficult
but necessary.”

“Putting the responsibility of such
a mandate on individual cities and
counties would have been ineffective
in preventing further exposure to this
deadly virus,” Purviance said. “It is
so important now, more than ever,
that we all do our part. Let’s all be
good neighbors and wear our masks
for the well-being of Rock County.”
State Rep. Mark Spreitzer,
D-Beloit, called masks “a critical component” to the statewide COVID-19
response.
“If we have any hope of keeping businesses afloat and sending
kids back to school safely, we must
do everything we can to slow the
See Masks, A2
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A cyclist passes a display window with
mask covered mannequins at a dress
store on Thursday in McAllen, Texas.

Data paints
bleak picture
of economy
US saw record-shattering
downturn in second quarter
By the Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The coronavirus pandemic sent the U.S. economy
plunging by a record-shattering 32.9%
annual rate last quarter and is still
inflicting damage across the country,
squeezing already struggling businesses and forcing a wave of layoffs that
shows no sign of abating.
The economy’s collapse in the
April-June quarter, stunning in its
speed and depth, came as a resurgence
of the viral outbreak has pushed businesses to close for a second time in
many areas.
The government’s estimate of
the second-quarter fall in the gross
domestic product has no comparison
since records began in 1947. The previous worst quarterly contraction—at
See Economy, A2
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Workers man a machine that is removing the top layer of asphalt from Highway 251 near the intersection with Prairie Hill Road
in South Beloit. Rock Road Company has been contracted to strip down and resurface Highway 251 between Machesney Park
and the Wisconsin state line.

Highway 251 construction on schedule
Road work about halfway done, IDOT says
By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer
SOUTH BELOIT —
Construction along the
Illinois Highway 251 corridor is halfway complete
and remains on schedule,
according to a project
engineer involved on the
project.
Work on the $11 million
project started in March
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from the Wisconsin state
line to Forest Hills Road
in Machesney Park. The
project includes pavement
patching, cold milling,
resurfacing, guardrail
reconstruction and traffic
signal updates.
“Due to the reduced traffic volume in the spring,
it was able to really stay
on schedule, if not get
ahead of the original plan,”

said Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT)
District Two Field Engineer
Justin Rusfeldt.
The portion of work
from Forest Hills Road to
Elevator Road is virtually
complete, Rusfeldt added.
“The pavement is milled
and next week they will be
doing leveling and flipping
traffic ahead of resurfacing,
painting and new signal
installation,” Rusfeldt said.
“It’s moving along quite
well.”

Road crews were having
issues with pavement buckling due to the summer
heat, he said.
“This project is moving
at a pace that will be done
within the construction season,” Rusfeldt said.
Motorists in South Beloit
may have noticed milling
work is being done and
there has been work on the
median.
The project is expected
to be completed this fall.

Voting changes
in effect ahead
of fall elections
By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer
JANESVILLE — Rock County Clerk
Lisa Tollefson says voters should be
aware of federally-mandated changes
to some aspects of the voting process
ahead of the Aug. 11 primary and Nov.
3 general elections after the new rules
took effect this week.
On June 29, the Seventh Circuit
Court of Appeals issued a ruling in
the One Wisconsin Institute case
which took effect on July 29, upholding Republican-authored voting
restrictions in the state.
Municipalities now may not
conduct in-person absentee voting
earlier than 14 days prior to each
election. The Aug. 11 primary will be
See Voting, A2
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