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By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

JANESVILLE — Even as new priori-
ty groups become eligible to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine, officials at the Rock 
County Public Health Department say newly 
eligible residents will still have to wait as 
vaccinations of those 65 and older remain 
ongoing.

Environmental Health Director Rick 
Wietersen said the new groups set to 
become eligible for vaccination on Monday 

was still “a little bit 
early” as ongoing 
vaccinations of people 
65 and older, frontline 
health care workers 
and first responders 
continue.

“We still have over 
half of the 65 and 
older population to be 

vaccinated, but there are indications that 
supply will be increasing,” Wietersen said. 
“For those eligible on March 1, don’t have 
high expectations to get an appointment 
right away as there are a lot of people that 
we need to get through that already have 
priority. As supply allows, we will continue 
to vaccinate more people.”

Rock County Epidemiologist Nick Zupan 
said Thursday the county was nearly at 50% 

Next in line  
may have to 

wait for shots

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — As the Stateline Boys 
& Girls Clubs in Beloit and South 
Beloit forge ahead with a capital 
plan to build a new facility in 
Beloit, they are developing a tacti-
cal plan to best support the commu-
nity in a post-pandemic world.

It’s been an unusual year for 
the club as it’s provided distance 
learning support for School District 
of Beloit students during the day in 

addition to after-school support to 
area youth.

“This is the first time in 
Stateline Boys & Girls Club’s 
66-year history that we have been 
open for all-day programming 
throughout the school year,” said 
CEO Mark Rand. “When all is 
said and done, we will have been 
open for all-day programming for 
approximately 18 months. This is a 
true testament to the hearts of our 
staff. They made it possible.”

From Sept. 1, 2020 to Jan. 31, 

2021, the Beloit club served 129 

youth with an average 49 children 

served per day.

It has been unable to serve 43 

children due to capacity limits.

Due to the increased usage of the 

building, staffing was a challenge 

as hours increased. Extra costs 

included staffing, supplies, utilities 

and technology upgrades.

Members of the Stateline Boys 

and Girls Club Capital Campaign 

Boys & Girls Club plans  

for post-pandemic needs
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(From left): Beloit Boys & Girls club member Lynna Gonzalez shows off her lunch bag to friend Jacqueline Palafox at 
the club on Thursday. The Stateline Boys & Girls Clubs in Beloit and South Beloit forge ahead with a capital plan to 
build a new facility in Beloit and are developing a tactical plan to best support the community in a post-pandemic 
world.

By The Associated Press

MISSION, Kan. — 
When COVID-19 patients 
inundated St. Louis 
hospitals, respiratory 
therapists arriving for 
yet another grueling shift 
with a dwindling supply 
of ventilators would often 
glance at their assign-
ments and cry, heading 
into the locker room to 
collect themselves.

“They were like, ‘Man, 
another 12 hours of this 
slog of these on-the-verge-
of-death patients who 
could go at any moment.’ 
And just knowing that 
they had to take care 
of them with that kind 

of stress in the back of 
their head,’” recalled Joe 
Kowalczyk, a respiratory 
therapist who sometimes 
works in a supervisory 
role.

Now the number of 
people hospitalized with 
COVID-19 in the U.S. 
has dropped by 80,000 
in six weeks, and 17% 
of the nation’s adult 
population has gotten 
at least one dose of a 
vaccine, providing some 
relief to front-line work-
ers like Kowalczyk. On 
his most recent shift at 
Mercy Hospital St. Louis, 
there were only about 20 

Hope at last
Relief felt as hospitalizations plummet
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This Nov. 5, 2020 photo medical staff attending to patients 
with COVID-19 protective equipment in a unit dedicated 
to treatment of the coronavirus at UW Health in Madison. 
In Wisconsin, hospitalizations have dropped dramatically 
over the last three and a half months, from a high of 2,277 
patients on Nov. 17 to just 355 on Wednesday, according 
to the Wisconsin Hospital Association. 

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers pressed 
the acting U.S. Capitol Police chief 
Thursday to explain why the force wasn’t 
prepared to fend off a violent mob of insur-
rectionists even though officials had com-
piled specific, compelling intelligence that 
extremists were likely to attack Congress 
and try to halt the certification of Donald 
Trump’s election loss.

Acting Chief Yogananda Pittman conced-
ed there were multiple levels of failures that 
allowed hundreds of pro-Trump rioters to 
storm their way into the U.S. Capitol, over-
whelming outnumbered officers and break-
ing through doors and windows.

However, she denied that law enforce-
ment failed to take seriously warnings of 
violence before the Jan. 6 insurrection. 
Three days before the riot, Capitol Police 
distributed an internal document warning 

Chief says Capitol 
officers outnumbered, 
cites several failures
House continues probe into riot
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