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By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Our Lady of 
the Assumption Catholic 
School, 2222 Shopiere Road, 
has doubled its enroll-
ment from last year and 
test scores have improved 
from the fall, according to 
Principal Trevor Sievert.

At this time last year 
OLA had 82 students and is 
now up to 161 students. The 
influx in students include 

32 from St. Peter’s Catholic 
School which closed in 
the spring of 2020, as well 
as students from a mix of 
other school districts. OLA 
also took additional stu-
dents from the Beloit School 
District when the decision 
was made to do distance-on-
ly learning this summer.

Seivert recalled one day 
giving a tour to 11 students, 
or five families, as interest 
in OLA increased.

OLA, like other schools, 

closed in March 2020 due to 
the pandemic.

It opened for in-per-
son learning this fall. In 
September when OLA stu-
dents took the Renaissance 
STAR 360 tests, most classes 
were down 5 to 7% in scores 
compared to the school’s 
average for the past three 
years. The school was 
receiving a three out of four 
rating for the reading and 
math tests. However, staff 
went about improving stu-

dent skills.
Teachers used the data 

from testing to identify stu-
dents with skill gaps and 
put them in small groups 
to help them get caught 
up. The testing system the 
school adopted four years 
ago gives specific directions 
on how to increase skills 
for each student following 
testing.

“It was so important to 

OLA test scores jumped this year
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Kylee Schilb, a first grader at Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic School, plays a xylophone on Monday. The school has dou-
bled in student population since last year.

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — The Beloit Police 
and Fire Commission is closing 
in on selecting finalists from a 
field of nearly three dozen appli-
cants for chief of the Beloit Police 
Department, according to PFC 
President Ron Watson.

The PFC started its process 
to find a new chief in September 
following the departure of for-
mer chief David Zibolski, naming 
Inspector Thomas Stigler as inter-
im chief.

The commission hired a 
third-party firm, GovHR USA, to 
conduct the search. It was original-
ly thought the PFC could make a 
decision by early February, but the 
process slowed during the candi-
date screening process.

“The recruiter needed some 
additional time to do the ini-
tial screening of applicants,” 

PFC to narrow 
field of chief 
applications

By SCOTT BAUER
Associated Press

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers 
wants to spend $2.4 billion on 
Wisconsin building projects over 
the next two years, with nearly a 

half of that going 
toward projects 
across the University 
of Wisconsin 
System, $163 mil-
lion for a new state 
office building in 
Milwaukee and plans 
to move the state his-
torical society muse-
um to a new location 

near the Capitol.
Evers released his capital bud-

get proposal on Monday. The state 
building commission is slated 
to vote on it next month, which 
would then send the plan to the 
Legislature’s budget committee, 
which will then decide what to 
fund.

Of the nearly $2.4 billion pro-

Evers proposes 
$2.4 billion for  

building projects
Budget includes funds for 

new prison, college facilities

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Beloit School 
District teachers’ children 
enrolled in the district in 
grades kindergarten through 
six are allowed to be in 
the classrooms with them 
effective Feb. 22 to give staff 
flexibility, according to an 
email obtained by the Daily 
News.

The email was sent on 
Feb. 3 by Beloit School 

District human resources to 
all district staff.

Before returning to 
in-person instruction, possi-
bly in term 4, the email stat-
ed the district is providing 
flexibility to staff members 
with school-aged children 
who attend the Beloit School 
District, allowing staff to 
bring the children to work 
with them, the email stated.

The district expects the 
children must stay with the 
staff member at all times 

while in the building. Staff 
members must include the 
children’s names on the 
health screener and ensure 
building administration is 
aware of their children in 
the building. The safety pro-
tocols for staff will apply to 
any staff children on site, 
the email stated.

The email provided to 
the Daily News arrived 
on Monday, a day before 
the board is poised to vote 
on whether to return to a 

hybrid model of in-person 
learning for term 4 in early 
April. In July, the school 
board voted to have virtual/
distance learning for the 
first quarter of the 2020-21 
school year, later extended 
to Jan. 22.

Board President Megan 
Miller said the issue of 
allowing staff to bring their 
children to school had 
not been formally brought 

Some teachers’ children to be allowed in classrooms

Evers

Police commission will 

pick six of 35 candidates
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