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NEW YORK (AP) —Buoyed 
by solid hiring, healthy pay 
gains and substantial savings, 
shoppers are returning to 
stores and splurging on all 
types of items.

But the big question is: 
How much will supply short-
ages, higher prices and staff-
ing issues dampen their mood 
this holiday season?

Americans, already 
fatigued with pandemic-in-
duced social distancing poli-

cies, may get grumpy if they 
can’t check off items on their 
holiday wish lists, or they 
may feel disappointed by the 
skimpy holiday discounts. 
Exacerbating their foul moods 
is the fact that many frus-
trated workers called it quits 
ahead of the holidays, leav-
ing businesses short-handed 
during their busiest time of 
the year.

Shoppers are expected to 
pay on average of between 5% 

to 17% more for toys, cloth-
ing, appliances, TVs and oth-
ers purchases on Black Friday 
this year compared with last 
year, according to Aurelien 
Duthoit, senior sector advisor 
at Allianz Research. TVs will 
see the highest price spikes 
on average, up 17% from a 
year ago, according to the 
research firm. That’s because 
whatever discounts available 
will be applied to goods that 
are already expensive.

Such frustrations could 
mute sales for the holiday 
season that are supposed to 
break records.

The National Retail 
Federation, the nation’s larg-
est retail trade group, predicts 
holiday sales will increase 
between 8.5% and 10.5% com-
pared with the 2020 holiday 
period when shoppers, locked 
down during the early part 
of the pandemic, spent their 
money on pajamas and home 

goods—mostly online. Holiday 

sales increased 8.2% in 2020.

“I think it is going to be a 

messy holiday season,” said 

Neil Saunders, managing 

director at GlobalData Retail. 

”It will be a bit frustrating for 

retailers, consumers and the 

workers. We are going to see 

long lines. We are going to see 

messier stores. We are going 

to see delays as you collect 

Holiday shoppers are back, but challenges remain

By CLINT WOLF
News Editor

ROSCOE—Kat Bartz, 
Melissa Vander Kooi and 
Monica Vander Kooi gathered 
for a family photo Thursday 
morning before they set out 
on a three-mile run around 
the natural prairie trail on 
the NorthPointe Health and 
Wellness Campus.

“I came from Milwaukee 
to do this,” Bartz said, as 
she explained she convinced 
Melissa and Monica to 
accompany her on the brisk 
Thanksgiving morning run.

They were among about 400 
people who gathered for the 
annual NorthPointe Turkey 
Trot, which has become a 
family tradition for many 
people in the Stateline Area. 
Many found it to be a good 
way to work up an appetite 
before indulging in the family 
holiday meal.

Hannah Pickard and her 
sister Amelia Pickard turned 
out with some friends to 
run in the Turkey Trot. She 
said she invited some of her 
Hononegah High School cross 
country teammates who have 
since graduated. She said it 
was a good reunion opportu-
nity.

“It’s a great time to bond 
with friends and family every 
year,” she said.

Gus Larson, campus direc-
tor of NorthPointe, said there 
was no Turkey Trot last 
year, which would have been 

the 12th annual run, due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, but 
everyone was happy to see the 
run was on again this year.

“Everybody is ecstatic,” he 
said. “We like it to be a fami-
ly event, so we have a family 
photo area where people can 
snap a photo with our staff.”

Keeping with the 

Thanksgiving family meal 

theme, prizes in each age 

group were food items that 

could be taken to the fami-

ly holiday meal. First place 

winners received a pie; sec-

ond place winners received 

sweet bread; and third place 

Giving Turkey Trot a shot

Clint Wolf/Beloit Daily News

Family and friends, even four-legged friends, had fun running in 
the NorthPointe Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving morning. About 400 
people turned out for the annual run on the NorthPointe Roscoe 
campus.

Nearly 400 make Northpointe run a Thanksgiving tradition

By CLINT WOLF
News Editor

BELOIT—When it comes 
to holiday gifts, sometimes 
the simpler the better.

Giving a book to a child is 
such a simple gift. It doesn’t 
need batteries, download 
from a website or compli-
cated assembly instructions. 
And, it can set a child on a 
lifetime journey of learning.

With that in mind, the 
Beloit Daily News and it’s 
local library and business 
partners will be presenting 
the 35th Annual Books for 
Kids campaign. Once again 
we are asking local residents 
to donate gently used books 
appropriate for children, new 
children’s books or monetary 
donations so we can buy new 
books for local children.

Take a look at your closets 
and book shelves. Are there 
any children’s books that are 
just gathering dust that you 
can donate? We want them, 
and more importantly, area 
children want them for gifts 
this holiday season.

This year, the books 
will be donated to children 
through the Stateline Boys 
and Girls Clubs in Beloit and 
South Beloit. We also are 
donating books to the Defy 
Domestic Abuse—Beloit hol-
iday drive for families they 
have served over the last 

year.
The book collection cam-

paign runs through Dec. 16 at 
which time Beloit Daily News 
staff will deliver the books to 
the two recipient agencies.

We ask that books appro-
priate for children be donat-
ed, and please no encyclo-
pedias, dictionaries or text 
books.

To make donations easy, 
book collection boxes have 
been set up at several loca-
tions in the Stateline Area. 
Books can be dropped off in 
book collection boxes that are 
decorated with bright holiday 
gift wrap at the following 
locations:

- The Beloit Daily News, 
444 E. Grand Ave., Suite 102

- The Beloit Public 
Library, 605 Eclipse Blvd.

Books for Kids 
drive kicks off

See Shop, A2

See Books, A2See Trot, A2


