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By LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Amy Coney 
Barrett was confirmed to the Supreme 
Court late Monday by a deeply divid-

ed Senate, Republicans 
overpowering Democrats 
to install President 
Donald Trump’s nominee 
days before the election 
and secure a likely con-
servative court majority 
for years to come.

Trump’s choice to fill 
the vacancy of the late 
liberal icon Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg potentially opens a new era 
of rulings on abortion, the Affordable 
Care Act and even his own election. 
Democrats were unable to stop the 
outcome, Trump’s third justice on the 
court, as Republicans race to reshape 
the judiciary.

Barrett is 48, and her lifetime 
appointment as the 115th justice will 

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

Election officials on both 

sides of the state line say 

they are confident with 

plans in place for securing 

ballots amid the massive 

influx of early voters one 

week out from the pivotal 

general election on Nov. 3.

In-person absentee 

voting in Wisconsin runs 
through Nov. 1, but hours 
vary by municipality. In 
Beloit, the last day to vote 
in-person via absentee is 
Oct. 30.

Early voting in 
Winnebago County, 
Illinois runs through 
Nov. 2. The deadline to 
request an absentee ballot 
in Wisconsin is Oct. 29 
and Nov. 2 in Illinois if 

requested in-person or Oct. 
29 if requested by mail or 
online.

Grace periods for absen-
tee ballots vary greatly in 
both states as Wisconsin 
voters must have ballots 
to their respective clerk’s 
office by 8 p.m. on Nov. 
3, while Illinois residents 
may have ballots counted 
14 days after Nov. 3 if the 
ballot has a postmark on 

Election Day.
In Rock County, County 

Clerk Lisa Tollefson said 
as of Monday a total of 
43,564 absentee ballots have 
been requested by county 
residents. That compares 
to a total of 19,500 absentee 
ballots that were counted 
in the 2016 general elec-
tion.

Stateline Area clerks tout election security, prepare for record tunrout
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Beloit Clerk-Treasurer Lori Stottler feeds sample ballots into the DS200 ballot scanner and vote tabulator during a training 
event Monday afternoon at City Hall.

By BRAD ALLEN
Staff writer

TOWN OF BELOIT — 

As students in the Beloit 

Turner School District 

returned to in-person class-

es Monday, school officials 

were encouraging fami-

lies to continue to follow 

safety precautions while 

also sharing their con-

cerns about possible future 

school closures if staffing 

shortages arise.

On Oct. 8, it was 

announced all four Turner 
school buildings would 

close for two 
weeks and 
instruction 
would be 
provided 
to students 
online due to 
two COVID-
19 cases 
being discov-
ered. School 

officials said they are 
restarting in-person classes 
with safety in mind.

“People want to have 

their kids in school, but 
you have to be cautious,” 
said Turner school board 
member Kristie Petitt. “We 
all have to do our part. I 
think we’re doing really 
well at keeping up the best 
we can.”

In an email to families 
Thursday, Superintendent 
Dennis McCarthy urged 
parents to continue to fol-
low safety protocols while 
also warning about COVID-
19 fatigue and sharing his 
concerns about staffing 
shortages as quarantine sit-
uations develop.

“We are facing some 
very difficult challenges 

in our mission to provide 
a balance of in-person and 
virtual learning. We are 
committed to both models, 
but our commitment is 
strengthened by the safety 
protocols of families and 
community members out-
side of our walls as well,” 
McCarthy wrote.

In the letter to parents, 
McCarthy urged commu-
nity members to keep sick 
children at home and to 
contact the school nurse if 
a student shows coronavi-
rus symptoms or has been 
around someone who is 

Turner officials share staffing concerns

McCarthy
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By CLINT WOLF
News Editor

Trick or Treat hours have been 
announced by some area communities 
while other communities have decided 
not to set specific hours for the annual 
tradition due to health concern due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The City of Beloit, Town of Beloit 
and Village of Clinton have not set 
Trick or Treat hours this year. A 
Clinton village employee said the vil-
lage does not have the authority to set 
trick or treat hours and the Town of 
Turtle usually does not set Trick or 
Treat hours, but adheres to hours set 
by the City of Beloit, according to the 
Haunted Wisconsin website.

Other communities in the Stateline 
Area have set Trick or Treat hours, but 
some have reduced the time for trick 

Trick or treat hours set in 

some places, not in others

See Halloween, A2

Communities 
prepare for 
Halloween

Safety rules urged as schools reopen

Ready for anything

Barrett 
confirmed 
as justice

On party lines, Senate votes  

to approve court nominee

Barrett
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