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By HILLARY GAVAN

Senior staff writer

BELOIT — “The Club keeps going.”

That’s what Stateline Boys & Girls 

Clubs Capital Campaign Chair Jim 

Packard Jr. said after a groundbreak-

ing ceremony held Tuesday at the new 

Beloit facility at 202 Maple Ave. The 

momentous day followed the club rais-

ing funds during the pandemic while 
providing programming and distance 
learning support for children.

Packard commended the Stateline 
Boys & Girls Clubs CEO Mark Rand 
and staff.

“They are unbelievably hard work-
ing people and their heart is truly in 
it,” Packard said.

The groundbreaking was kicked off 
with a prayer from Pastor Sherrick 

Anderson, who was part of the capital 

campaign committee.

Board President Tim Schmiechen 

said he was excited the club would 

offer children the opportunity to reach 

their full potential.

“I can’t imagine a better use for this 

land,” added Beloit City Manager Lori 

Curtis-Luther.

Ground breaks on new Boys & Girls Club

Hillary Gavan/Beloit Daily News

(From left, back): James Gilbank of Gilbank Construction, Stateline Boys & Girls Clubs, Inc. CEO Mark Rand, Pastor Sherrick 
Anderson, Club Board President Tim Schmiechen, Capital Campaign Chair Jim Packard Jr., Beloit City Council President Regina 
Dunkin, Beloit City Manager Lori Curtis-Luther and Angus Young Architects President Joe Stadelman gather for a groundbreaking 
photo on Tuesday with Club kids Santiago Martinez, Alivia Pegeese and Repoleon Smith.

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — It was a clean 
sweep for all three Beloit City 
Council incumbents seeking 
reelection on Tuesday, accord-
ing to unofficial election results.

Councilor 
Nancy Forbeck 
received the 
most votes (1,565, 
24.14%) followed 
by Council Vice 
President Clinton 
Anderson (1,525 
votes, 23.52%) and 
Councilor Sherry 
Blakeley (1,385, 
21.36%).

Challengers 
Dayetoven 
Raleigh (1,128 
votes, 17.4%) and 
John Petersen 
(860 votes, 13.27%) 
fell short of best-
ing the incum-
bents, all of whom 
were first elected 
in April of 2017.

All three 
incumbents 
said the council 
needed to focus 
on bringing the 
city through the 
pandemic while 
also maintaining 
steady growth 
citywide.

Forbeck, 75, said Tuesday’s 
win showed voters wanted the 
council to stay intact and con-
tinue to work forward pursuing 
things like economic develop-
ment and improving the quality 
of life for all Beloit residents.

“We want to take the reigns 
when good things are happen-
ing and we have to make sure 
we are capitalizing on those 
positive outcomes,” Forbeck 
said. “It’s delightful. I am really 
happy about winning reelec-
tion and we are on a roll in 
Beloit. I am saying that from 
a viewpoint of having been 
involved with Visit Beloit and 
the Chamber in the 80s and 90s 
when not much was happening 
here.”

All incumbents winning 
on Tuesday night reaffirmed 
the council’s past actions, 
Anderson, 27, said.

“It was a hard-fought race for 
everyone involved,” Anderson 
said. “I am glad voters came out 
and let their voices be heard. 
I think this shows that voters 
support us. We stay away from 
drama and controversy and we 
continue to do what’s necessary 

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Incumbent Spencer Anderson 
and newcomer Sean Leavy won the two open 

seats on the Beloit school board 
while newcomers Christine 
Raleigh and Gregg Schneider 
didn’t make it.

The votes were as follows: 
Anderson, 1,259 votes or 27%; 
Leavy, 1,182 votes, or 26%; 
Raleigh, 1,115, or 24%; and 
Schneider, 1,004 votes or 22%. 
There were 38 write-in’s or 
0.83%

The top vote getter, 
Anderson, was celebrating at 
home with family.

“I appreciate everyone who 
came out to vote. I had to run 
up against some very good peo-
ple, and I was glad the others 
ran,” he said. “I’m happy I can 
keep helping the community.”

Anderson, Leavy win 
school board seats By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Jill Underly 
rode support from the state teach-
ers’ union and an overwhelming 
financial advantage, fueled by the 
Democratic Party, to win election 
Tuesday as Wisconsin super-
intendent of schools, defeating 
Republican-backed Deb Kerr.

Underly cruised to a double-digit 
win, based on unofficial results.

Underly, 43, is superintendent 
of the rural Pecatonica school dis-
trict and formerly worked for the 
Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction, which she will now 
lead. Kerr, 63, is the former super-
intendent of the Brown Deer school 
district in suburban Milwaukee.

The race was officially nonpar-
tisan, but Democrats and their 
money lined up solidly behind 
Underly while Kerr found support 
from Republicans. Kerr ran as a 
strong supporter of the private 
school voucher program, a favorite 
of conservatives, while Underly is 

an opponent.
Underly, in her victory state-

ment, said she was “especially 
grateful to the Democratic Party of 
Wisconsin” and its leaders.

“Wisconsin’s kids and public 
schools face significant challenges 
as we work to return to normal, get 

Underly elected superintendent

Associated Press

This Aug. 23, 2017 file photo shows 
Jill Underly, superintendent for 
Pecatonica Area School District, 
speaking at McKee Farms Park in 
Fitchburg, Wis.
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