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Raise the roof

Austin Montgomery/Beloit Daily News

A roofer with Doyle Exteriors helps lay trim on the future headquarters of Visit Beloit at the former Angel Museum and St. 
Paul’s Catholic Church at 656 Pleasant St. The space is getting a complete makeover inside and out, with a current focus 
on the office spaces in the lower level. It’s expected the Visit Beloit team will be able to welcome visitors at the new space 
in early March, according to Visit Beloit CEO Celestino Ruffini.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — The number of minority 
employees has slightly decreased in 
the Beloit School District over the past 
three years, according to data from its 
2020-2021 diversity report.

The School District of Beloit report-
ed 22% minority staff in the 2020-2021 
school year; 22% in 2019-2020; and 24% 
in 2018-2019.

According to data from the 2020-2021 
school year, 31% of students are white; 
30% are Hispanic; and 25% are Black. 
The there are 6,467 students in the dis-
trict, down from 6,943 in 2016-2017.

Of the district’s 903 total employees 
in the 2020-2021 school year, there were 
702 white employees, 103 black employ-
ees, 83 Hispanic employees, 12 Asian/
Pacific Islander and three Indian/
Alaskan employees.

Out of the 903 employees, there were 
716 female employees and 187 male 
employees.

The following are the percentages 

Report shows  
slight decrease  
in staff diversity

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

ROCKFORD — Stateline 
Area law enforcement offi-
cials have come out strong-
ly opposed to proposed leg-
islation aimed at sweeping 
police reforms in Illinois.

Illinois House Bill 163, 
introduced in the lame 
duck session, would end 
cash bond; create a state-
wide use-of-force policy; 
ends qualified immunity 
for officers; create new 
procedures for reporting 
in-custody deaths; mandate 
crisis intervention train-
ings and reduce collective 
bargaining rights. The bill 

also would require expand-
ed use of force training; 
maintenance of police 
misconduct records and 
use of independent special 
prosecutors in the event of 
officer-involved deaths.

The bill could be voted 
on today, with the legis-
lation needing 60 votes 
to pass out of the Illinois 
House.

Supporters of the bill 
say legislation of this type 
is long overdue, while 
opponents say the bill 
would harm communities.

Winnebago County 
Sheriff Gary Caruana took 

Illinois police strongly oppose sweeping reform bill 

Photo provided by Winnebago County Sheriff ’s Office

Winnebago County Sheriff Gary Caruana, at podium, speaks 
during a news conference on Tuesday in opposition to pro-
posed police reforms introduced during the lame duck ses-
sion of the Illinois State Legislature.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — Beloit School District 
Board of Education President Kyle 
Larsen resigned after the board heard 
more than three-and-a-half hours of 
public comment regarding the pros and 
cons of returning to in-person learning 
on Tuesday night.

The board had not voted whether 
to approve interim Superintendent 
Dan Keyser’s proposed hybrid model 
of student instruction as of press time 
Tuesday. The meeting started at 7 p.m. 
and the board was still hearing public 
comments via email at 10:45 p.m. The 
Daily News heard a tip that Larsen had 
left the meeting and possibly resigned. 
When contacted by the Daily News, 
Larsen said he sent board members 
an email informing them that he was 
resigning. He declined further com-
ment.

In July, the board voted to have 
virtual/distance learning for the first 
quarter of the school year, later extend-
ed to Jan. 22. Under Keyser’s proposed 
hybrid model, students would be split 
into a group A which would come to 
school in the first half of week, with 
Wednesday remaining a professional 
development day. Group B would come 

By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Gov. Tony 
Evers, in his State of the State speech 
Tuesday delivered virtually for the 
first time in state history, called on 
the Legislature to update Wisconsin’s 
antiquated unemployment payment 

system and spend nearly $200 million 
to expand broadband 
access, two problem 
areas the coronavirus 
pandemic laid bare 
last year.

Evers pre-record-
ed the speech which 
was broadcast on 
his YouTube and 
Facebook channels 
while lawmakers sit-

ting at their desks in the Senate and 
Assembly chambers watched.

Traditionally, the governor would 
deliver the speech in the Assembly 
with lawmakers from both chambers, 
members of the Supreme Court, the 
governor’s Cabinet and other guests 
crammed in. Concerns about spread-
ing the coronavirus scuttled such 
plans this year.

Evers announced he was calling 
a special session for the Legislature 
to fix the beleaguered unemployment 
system, which was overwhelmed 
with record numbers of people filing 

Evers targets broadband, jobless aid system
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