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WEATHER
Thursday: 71˚, Showers

See the full forecast on A10

Voters head to the polls

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — School District 
of Beloit principals and staff 
are monitoring all students’ 
distance learning and trying to 
remove any barriers to partic-
ipation.

Whether it means helping 
them access the internet, get-
ting them paper materials or 
showing up on their doorstep, 
school staff are trying to keep 
as many students engaged as 
possible as the district remains 
in distance education through 
Jan. 22 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

McNeel Intermediate School 

Breaking down barriers
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Mrs. Becky Lund, a Robinson third grade teacher, is shown doing 
distance learning with her students.

By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — The percentage of 
students participating in the School 
District of Beloit distance learning 
was more than 70% at two elementa-
ry schools; an average of 83% at one 
intermediate school; and an average 
of 60% at the high school level.

The district is offering distance 
education only through Jan. 22 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The information is gleaned from 
a report, “Distance Learning: Voices 
from area schools” given at a recent 
Oversight and Finance Committee 
meeting and provided to the newspa-
per by Interim Superintendent Dan 
Keyser after the Daily News first 
inquired about student engagement 
rates for the district on Oct. 7.

The report provided was designed 
to be a snapshot of student engage-
ment and highlighted statistics and 
efforts to bolster student engagement 
at Gaston and Robinson elementary 
schools, McNeel Intermediate School 
and Beloit Memorial High School.

It did not feature data from the 
other schools in the district so 
overall attendance rates in distance 
learning is still unknown. The dis-
trict-wide participation rates could 
be lower than what was highlighted 
in the presentation on the select 
schools as lower performing schools 

Some pupils 
detached 

from virtual 
learning
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(Above): Beloit resident Cesar Carrillo-Baez, 24, 
fills out an absentee ballot on the first day of 
in-person absentee voting Tuesday at City Hall, 
100 State St. In-person absentee voting started 
Tuesday and runs through Oct. 30 from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on the first floor of City Hall.

(Right): Beloit residents and longtime friends 
Katie Hansen and Gordon Lobbins (middle) wait 
in line with other voters to cast early in-person 
absentee ballots on Tuesday at City Hall, 100 
State St. Early in-person absentee voting start-
ed on Tuesday for the Nov. 3 general election. 
Hansen and Lobbins say they have voted early 
together for years and are always looking to 
beat Election Day crowds.

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell on Tuesday told 
fellow Republicans that he 
has warned the White House 

not to divide 
Republicans 
by sealing 
a lopsided 
pre-election 
COVID-19 
relief deal 
with House 
Speaker 
Nancy 
Pelosi—even 

as he publicly said he’d slate 
any such agreement for a 
vote.

McConnell made his 
remarks during a pri-

vate lunch with fellow 
Republicans on Tuesday, 
three people familiar with 
his remarks said, requesting 

anonymity 
because the 
session was 
private.

The 
Kentucky 
Republican 
appears wor-
ried that an 
agreement 
between 

Pelosi and Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
would drive a wedge 
between Republicans, forc-
ing them to choose whether 
to support a Pelosi-blessed 

Deadline looms as House 
inches toward virus relief
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Report shows engagement 

varies in local schools

Teachers and principals work to motivate students from a distance
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