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Sleek new autos debut

By SCOTT BAUER and IVAN MORENO
Associated Press

MILWAUKEE —The 
Wisconsin Republican Party has 
opened its first-ever office in the 
heart of downtown Milwaukee, 
one of the clearest signs yet 
of the party’s push to cut into 
Democrats’ advantage among 
minority voters and the latest 
indication of how hard-fought 
every vote will be in the battle-
ground state.

The office will serve as the 
base for the party’s minority out-

reach coordinator and serve as a 

hub for Republican events, cam-

paign organizing and efforts to 

connect with black and Hispanic 

people in Milwaukee, party lead-

ers told The Associated Press.

“We want to be a part of 

the community,” Wisconsin 

Republican Party Chairman 

Andrew Hitt told the AP. “We 

want to make sure they know 

there is a choice.”

Both major parties have 

stressed the importance of 

Battleground Wisconsin

Associated Press

Purnima Nath holds a campaign sign for her 
candidacy for Milwaukee County Executive at 
the GOP’s first-ever campaign office in the heart 
of city. The new office is part of a renewed effort 
by Republicans to reach out to minority voters 
in the Democratic stronghold of Milwaukee. 

By JOHN FLESHER
Associated Press

MANISTEE, Mich. —Rita 
Alton has an unusual morn-
ing routine these days: Wake 
up. Get dressed. Go outside 
to see if her house is closer 
to tumbling down an 80-foot 
cliff into Lake Michigan.

When her father built the 
1,000-square-foot, brick bun-
galow in the early 1950s near 
Manistee, Michigan, more 
than acre of land lay between 
it and the drop-off overlook-
ing the giant freshwater sea. 
But erosion has accelerated 
dramatically as the lake 
approaches its highest levels 
in recorded history, hurl-
ing powerful waves into the 

mostly clay bluff.
Now, the jagged clifftop is 

about eight feet from Alton’s 
back deck.

“It’s never been like this, 
never,” she said on a recent 
morning, peering down the 
snow-dusted hillside as bit-
ter gusts churned surf along 
the shoreline below. “The 
destruction is just incredi-
ble.”

On New Year’s Eve, an 
unoccupied cottage near 
Muskegon, Michigan, plunged 
from an embankment to the 
water’s edge. Another down 
the coast was dismantled a 
month earlier to prevent the 
same fate.

High water is wreaking 

Rising tide:

Associated Press

In this Jan. 14 photo, washed up debris accumulates 
on the beach in Fennville, Mich. The Great Lakes 
are bursting at the seams less than a decade after 
bottoming out. The sharp turnabout is fueled by the 
region’s wettest period in more than a century that 
scientists say is likely connected to global warming.

Associated Press

In this Jan. 14 photo, Rita Alton stands next to her house on the edge of a cliff overlooking Lake Michigan near Manistee, 
Mich. When her father built the 1,000-square-foot, brick bungalow in the early 1950s, more than acre of land lay between 
it and the drop-off overlooking the water. But erosion has accelerated dramatically as the lake approaches its highest 
levels in recorded history, hurling powerful waves into the mostly clay bluff. 

By Austin Montgomery
Staff Writer

BELOIT—Beloit City Council President 
Regina Dunkin is now the chair of the 
Wisconsin State Public Defender Board 

after selection last week by 
the organization. 

Her appointment as chair 
marks the first time the 
state board has been led by 
an African American and a 
woman since its inception 
in 1972.

“I didn’t think it would 
happen,” Dunkin said. “I 
was the acting chair in 2019 

and I wasn’t fearful of stepping up into 
that leadership role.”

Dunkin added that she recognizes the 
importance of her most recent appoint-
ment. 

By Hillary Gavan
Senior staff writer

When those with Rock County 
Jumpstart collected a directory of black 
entrepreneurs, they discovered there were 
65 of them in Beloit alone.

It’s part of the reason organizers are 
forging ahead with the business incu-
bator and accelerator known as Rock 
County Jumpstart. Located at Blackhawk 
Technical College, the new incubator 
offers workshops and classes on every-
thing from business plans and marketing 
strategies to obtaining business loans. 
Organizers one day hope to move it to its 
own building.

Those with the business incubator are 
inviting the community to an event to 

Rock County 
Jumpstart plans 
launch event

High water levels are wreaking  

havoc around the Great Lakes

Effective March 9, the Beloit Daily 
News will be delivered to print subscrib-
ers through the U.S. Postal Service.

For many, that will mean earlier 
delivery of the paper. Additionally, 
because of changing production sched-
ules at the paper, editions will be avail-
able by 7 a.m. at area retail vending 
sites.

The mail plan is being implemented 
to provide enhanced reliable delivery 
times to print subscribers. All-access 
subscribers, of course, will continue to 
receive even faster online content.

To subscribe to your community 
newspaper contact subscriber services 
at 608-365-8811.

BDN converting 
to mail delivery

Milwaukee at center of attention in politics

Dunkin earns 
historic honor

Dunkin

Council president will lead 

State Public Defender Board
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