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By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT—COVID-19 cases 
among children are increasing 
in Rock County, according to 
the latest figures.

The number of children 
and teens who have tested 
positive for COVID-19 in Rock 
County is also increasing. 
From Sept. 15-21, there were 
40 new cases among individ-
uals age 14 to 18 and 38 new 

cases among individuals age 
4 to 13, according to Rock 
County Public Health data.

As of Friday, there were 
36 active cases in the School 
District of Beloit, includ-
ing cases at the following: 
Aldrich Intermediate, 5; 
Beloit Learning Academy, 1; 
Beloit Memorial High School; 
14, Converse Elementary, 1; 
Cunningham Intermediate, 
2; Fruzen Intermediate, 3; 
Gaston Elementary, 3; McNeel 

Intermediate, 1; Merrill 
Elementary, 1; and Robinson 
Elementary, 5. There have 
been 90 cases in the district 
since the start of the school 
year, according to data from 
its website at https://www.
sdb.k12.wi.us.

COVID-19 cases seem to 
be picking up faster north 
of the border as case rates 
of COVID-19 in Rock County 
surpass that of Winnebago 
County.

There were 247 new cases 
of COVID-19 per 100,000 people 
as of Monday in Rock County, 
while Winnebago County 

reported 172.7 cases per 
100,000 which is going down.

The Rock County Public 
Health Department reported 
109% more new cases per 
100,000 people over the last 
seven days compared with the 
previous seven days, accord-
ing to Sept. 23 data from the 
health department. The case 
rate in Rock County was 118 
per 100,000 on Sept. 8.

There were 122 new cases 
of COVID-19 in Beloit from 
Sept. 20-26; 139 in Janesville; 
12 in Clinton; 16 in Edgerton; 
20 in Evansville; 19 in Milton; 
and 16 in the rest of Rock 

County.
On Monday, Rock County 

reported 23 new COVID-19 
cases and no death. To date, 
a total of 18,618 cases and 198 
deaths have been recorded 
since the pandemic began in 
the spring.

There were 17,665 people in 
Rock County who recovered 
from COVID-19 and 755 active 
cases. There were 14 people 
hospitalized in the county as 
of Sept. 21.

In Rock County, 62.6% of 
eligible people received both 
doses of the vaccine.

COVID-19 cases among young people increasing
90 cases reported in Beloit schools 

since the beginning of the school year

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

JANESVILLE—A Beloit 
15-year-old charged in connec-
tion with a triple shooting in 
May on Nelson Avenue has 
had the criminal case against 
him bound over for trial, fol-
lowing a hearing last week in 
Rock County Circuit Court.

Miguel Running appeared 
by video conference on Friday 
before Judge Karl Hanson for 

a preliminary hearing that 
saw testimony from a Beloit 
Police Department detective 
and arguments by both the 
defense and prosecution.

Following arguments and 
testimony, Hanson determined 
there was probable cause, 
with Running’s case set to be 
bound over for trial. His case 
was elevated from juvenile 
court to be tried as an adult 
on June 7.

Running has not entered 
an initial plea in the case, 

court records indicate. He 
faces three counts of attempt-
ed homicide and remains in 
custody at the Rock County 
Youth Services Center.

As previously reported by 
the Beloit Daily News, Beloit 
police responded to a report 
of a shooting on May 13 in the 
1300 block of Nelson Avenue. 
Three teens aged 16, 18 and 19 
were injured after Running 
allegedly opened fire with an 
AK 47-style rifle.

In an interview with police 

on June 3, Running con-
firmed he went by the nick-
name “Mikey.” He admitted 
to police he and his brother 
went to Nelson Avenue look-
ing to fight, according to 
court documents. But during 
his interview with police, 
Running claimed a grey car 
pulled up with unknown occu-
pants that began yelling and 
started shooting.

One of the victims identi-
fied the shooter as “Mikey,” 
telling police that one of the 

victims fought the shooter’s 
older brother. Another teen 
victim also told police multi-
ple fights took place prior to 
the day’s shooting.

The criminal complaint 
shows that the teens were 
shot in the inner thigh, calf 
and buttocks, respectively. 
One of the teen’s suffered 
from internal organ damage 
from the bullet, and another 
suffered a broken femur and 
significant bladder damage, 
the complaint states.

Teen bound over for trial in Nelson Avenue shooting

Strolling through the park

Clint Wolf/Beloit Daily News

Carrie Disch and her four-legged companion, Rusty, enjoy a walk in Riverside Park on a sunny 
Monday afternoon. Disch said she enjoys walking her dog in the park whenever she can.
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By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT—Specifics on 
how the City of Beloit will 
spend its federal pandemic 
aid aren’t yet known, but one 
thing is certain: The Beloit 
City Council and city staff 
want the intended uses for 
the “once in a lifetime” sum 
to have a lasting impact on 
residents and businesses 
across Beloit.

The council hosted a work-
shop on Monday night that 
saw around a dozen residents 
in attendance as Finance 
Director/Interim City Clerk-
Treasurer Eric Miller and 
Beloit City Manager Lori 
Curtis Luther explained 
aspects of the city’s major 
windfall in aid.

Beloit was allocated $15.2 
million in American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) dollars, with 
the city already receiving a 

$7.6 million installment in 
July. The second installment 
is expected to follow in the 
coming months. All federal 
assistance funds must be allo-
cated by the end of 2024 and 
spent by the end of 2026, per 
federal regulations.

At Monday’s meeting, 
Miller, Luther and councilors 
stressed the need to thought-
fully and equitably allocate 
the funding to net the great-
est impact citywide.

“We need to make them 
count we most likely won’t 
see these types of funds in 
our lifetime again so we need 
to evaluate what projects 
will have the most lasting 
impact on the community,” 
Miller said. “This is a very 
deliberate approach—We are 
not in any hurry to spend the 
money. There’s time to evalu-
ate the long-term impacts.

Funding use requirements 

City officials explore 
uses for federal funds
City to get $15.2 million in ARPA funds
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