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WEATHER
Thursday: 82˚, Sunny

See the full forecast on A8

By BRAD ALLEN
Staff writer

With dine-in customers 
returning, restaurant own-
ers on both sides of the 
state line are eager to serve 
hot dishes while taking 
safety precautions.

In line with Phase Two 
of Rock County’s reopening 
plan, Wisconsin businesses 
are currently allowed to 
operate at 50% capacity.

And on Friday, Illinois 
will enter Phase Four of its 
Restore Illinois plan, which 
will allow restaurants to 

reopen their dining rooms 
to offer indoor seating for 
50 or fewer customers.

Beth Larsen, co-owner 
and manager of Artisan 
Pub in South Beloit, 1322 
Gardner St., said she can’t 
wait for this weekend to 
arrive.

“We’re looking forward 
to getting customers back 
in here, enjoying them-
selves, having fun,” Larsen 
said. “We’re think we’re 
going to be at capacity 
again on Friday. We’re 
expecting a full house.”

Artisan Pub lost near-
ly 60% of its business 
in May when Wisconsin 
restaurants were allowed 
to reopen to indoor dining, 
while Illinois dining rooms 

stayed shut, Larsen said.
Some would-be cus-

tomers coming off the 
interstate had to be turned 
away, and they would 
drive up the road to dining 
rooms on the Wisconsin 
side.

But Larsen said the pub 
has a full staff scheduled 
this weekend and antici-
pates a mix of new and reg-
ular customers will return.

The pub has a brand 
new patio to show off, 
which has been used 
recently for outdoor dining. 
Also, all tables inside are 
spaced six feet apart. In the 
gaming room, plexiglass 
barriers have been installed 
to reduce the spread of 
germs.

Artisan Pub servers will 
all be wearing masks and 
gloves, along with kitchen 
teams. Bartenders will be 
encouraged to wear protec-
tive gear as well.

The staff is also keeping 
charts to log when they last 
cleaned certain surfaces in 
an effort to frequently wipe 
them down, Larsen said.

On the Wisconsin side, 
Lucy’s #7 Burger Bar, 430 
E. Grand Ave., has been 
drawing in steady business 
since reopening its interior 
dining area.

“Every day is just a new 
system, just trying to figure 
out what works and what 
doesn’t and go with it,” 

Area restaurants eager to serve
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Sophia’s Restaurant owner Avdi Culafi (background) chats with kitchen staff as waitress Billie Jo Saari (front left) takes a hot 
plate to serve to a customer on Saturday.

By HILLARY GAVAN

Senior staff writer

BELOIT — As many school districts 

across the country are terminating 

agreements with police departments 

following the death of George Floyd, 

local groups are looking to connect 

with the Beloit Police Department to 

get more information about what is the 

role of school resource officers (SROs) 

in Beloit schools.

On Thursday the Milwaukee Public 
Schools board unanimously voted to 
end its contract with the police to pro-
vide SROs. 

Prior to the vote, the board had 
received a letter from the ACLU of 
Wisconsin supporting the contract 
termination and the development of 
a plan to reallocate funding to better 
meet student needs such as by provid-
ing more counselors. 

NAACP and local groups look at cops in schools

By the Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The next few 
weeks are critical to tamping down 
a disturbing coronavirus surge, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci told Congress on 
Tuesday—issuing a plea for people 
to avoid crowds and wear masks just 
hours before mask-shunning President 
Donald Trump was set to hold a cam-
paign rally in one hot spot.

Fauci and other top health officials 
also said they have not been asked to 
slow down virus testing, in contrast 
to Trump’s claim last weekend that he 
had ordered fewer tests be performed 
because they were uncovering too 
many infections. Trump said earlier 
Tuesday that he wasn’t kidding when 
he made that remark.

“We will be doing more testing,” 
Fauci, infectious disease chief at the 
National Institutes of Health, pledged 
to a House committee conducting 
oversight of the Trump administra-
tion’s response to the pandemic.

The leading public health officials 
spent more than five hours testifying 
before the committee at a fraught 
moment, with coronavirus cases 
rising in about half the states and 
political polarization competing for 
attention with public health recom-
mendations.

Fauci told lawmakers he under-
stands the pent-up desire to get back 
to normal as the U.S. begins emerging 
from months of stay-at-home orders 
and business shutdowns. But that 
has “to be a gradual step-by-step pro-
cess and not throwing caution to the 
wind,” he said.

“Plan A, don’t go in a crowd. Plan 

Fauci: Next 
few weeks 
critical in 
virus fight
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School resource 
officer Tala 
Cornell is shown 
with students 
at Cunningham 
Intermediate 
School. Beloit 
Police will present 
at a Zoom meeting 
with organizations 
to provide more 
information on the 
school resource 
officer program in 
light of increased 
questions regarding 
police in schools.

Health officials cautious 

amidst recent surges

Defining their role

Illinois dining rooms 

to reopen on Friday
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