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By HILLARY GAVAN
Senior staff writer

BELOIT — “This can 
happen to real people, and 
I never saw this coming,” 
said Beloit mother Brooke 
McKearn.

McKearn is encouraging 
parents and caring adults 
to be watchful of young 
people and to ask the right 
questions. With increased 
stresses due to COVID-19, 

the odds of depression and 
anxiety are increasing. 
For some, that could mean 
self-medication, and for 
addicts, that self-medication 
could mean death. If some-
one who is self-soothing 
through drugs doesn’t die 
from their drug, they may 
likely die from the Fentanyl 
in it.

McKearn knows the 
heartache that addiction 
can bring. Her son, Nikolas 

Barrett Graves, 23, died on 
Dec. 22, 2018, after trying 
heroin containing Fentanyl. 
She shares her story to 
raise awareness of addiction 
and mental health issues 
and she believes drug toxic-
ity deaths warrant a crimi-
nal investigation.

Her son’s autopsy states 
he died from acute Fentanyl 
poisoning.

“He tried heroin and 
it was pure Fentanyl. Not 

one trace of morphine was 

found in his autopsy,” 

McKearn said. “All sorts of 

drugs are being laced with 

Fentanyl and you aren’t 

going to know it’s Fentanyl 

until you parents read your 

autopsy report. It could hap-

pen after only trying a drug 

one time.”

This week McKearn put 

out a display of her son 

Beloit mother honors her son during Empty Chair Campaign on drug dangers
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Mom Brooke McKearn put out an Empty Chair Campaign display in honor of her son Nikolas Barrett Graves, 23, who died on 
Dec. 22, 2018 after trying heroin containing Fentanyl.

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — With Beloit not 
scheduling trick-or-treat hours 
for this year’s Halloween, Beloit 
residents appear to be split on 
how to celebrate the holiday while 
observing safety precautions due to 
COVID-19.

The city announced on Tuesday 
it would not schedule hours fol-
lowing Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services (DHS) and Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) guidelines recommending 
that municipalities avoid tradi-
tional neighborhood trick-or-treat 
events, with the CDC listing trick-
or-treat activities as “high risk.” 

The Downtown Beloit 
Association also will not have its 
traditional Halloween parade and 
downtown activities associated 
with the final Farmers Market of 
the season.

Beloiters  
split on  

Halloween 
activities

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With 
crowds of admirers swell-
ing outside, Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg was remembered 
Wednesday at the court by 
grieving family, colleagues 
and friends as a prophet 
for justice who persevered 
against long odds to become 
an American icon.

The court’s eight justices, 
masked along with everyone 
else because of the corona-
virus pandemic, gathered 
for the first time in more 
than six months for the cer-
emony to mark Ginsburg’s 

death from cancer last week 
at age 87 after 27 years on 
the court.

Washington already 
is consumed with talk of 
Ginsburg’s replacement, but 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
focused on his longtime col-
league.

The best words to 
describe Ginsburg are 
“tough, brave, a fighter, a 
winner,” Roberts said, but 
also “thoughtful, careful, 
compassionate, honest.”

The woman who late in 
life became known in admi-
ration as the Notorious RBG 

Long lines of mourners pay 
their respects to Ginsburg
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People pay their respects as Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg lies 
in repose under the Portico at the top of the front steps of the 
U.S. Supreme Court building on Wednesday in Washington. 
Ginsburg, 87, died of cancer on Sept. 18.

By AUSTIN MONTGOMERY
Staff Writer

BELOIT — A Beloit man who 
helped save a woman and two 
young children from a raging 
apartment fire on May 24, 2019 has 
received national recognition for 
his heroic actions.

Luis A. Mendoza, 29, was named 
a recipient of the Carnegie Medal, 
an award given to individuals 
in the United States and Canada 
every year who risk their lives to 
an extraordinary degree saving 
or attempting to save the lives of 
others. It is considered the highest 
civilian honor for heroism in the 
country, according to the Carnegie 
Hero Fund Commission.

Mendoza awoke to find a fire 
rapidly spreading outside of his 

Beloit man  
honored for  
saving lives  
in house fire
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