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Virtual program

for Senior Center

Make the most of the weather while

having fun with outdoor recreation activi-

ties this winter.  Jackson County

Conservation is hosting a series of out-

door winter events on Fridays in January.

Try ice fishing and ice skating on Friday,

January 15 at 10 a.m. at Prairie Creek

Recreation Area in Maquoketa; and learn

to cross country ski on Friday, January 22

at 1 p.m. at Rock Creek Marina in

Camanche. Finally, have fun snowshoe-

ing and sledding on Friday, January 29 at

1p.m. at Prairie Creek Recreation Area.

Instruction and equipment will be pro-

vided for all activities. Events are free

and open to all ages. Registration is

required, contact the Conservation office

at (563) 652-3783 or jacksonccb@jack-

sonccb.com.

Winter fun in
Jackson County

The Northeast Iowa Area Agency on

Aging has announced that the Fresh

Conversations Program that was held

before COVID-19 closed the Bellevue

Senior Center, has gone virtual.

The Fresh Conversations Program will

be held via Zoom the second Tuesday of

each month at 11 a.m.

Fresh Conversations is a free nutrition

education program designed to support

healthy aging and independence. 

Each month, current nutrition and health

topics, low-cost healthy recipes, and new

ways to stay active and independent are

discussed and demonstrated. To join the

program, please call Colleen Lawler at

563-380-3239.

MHS HOMECOMING

SEE PAGES 8 AND 9

By KELLY GERLACH
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

Jackson County voters will decide

March 2 whether to approve $5.9 million

in bonds to build a new jail and law

enforcement center.

During its first meeting of the year

Monday, the Jackson County Board of

Supervisors set March 2 as the date for a

third jail bond referendum vote.

The board seeks to borrow $5.9 million

to construct a new sheriff’s office and a

30-bed, expandable jail on the corner of

East Maple Street and Jacobsen Drive in

Maquoketa. The county already bought the

property for $75,000.

The bond election is required because

the county does not have the funds on

hand to build the jail and must issue gener-

al obligation bonds to obtain the funding.

Because taxpayer dollars are used to repay

bonds, 60% voter approval is required

before the bonds can be issued.

Two previous jail bond referendums

failed to gain voter approval. An August

2018 bond referendum to build a $6.9 mil-

lion, 36-bed jail fell short, garnering

52.5% approval. 

A second referendum for a jail expand-

able to 74 beds and costing about $6.5 mil-

lion failed in August 2019. 

It received 57.5% approval, failing by

100 votes.

JACKSON COUNTY’S NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS pose together after being sworn in
Dec. 29 during the county supervisors meeting. Alisa Smith, left, was elected to her first full
term as county auditor after filling the last two years of Brian Moore’s term in that seat. She
thanked her employees for their hard work. Mike Steines of Bellevue, right, kicked off his
second term as county supervisor. “A lot of decisions are not favorable to everyone, but we
do the best we can with the knowledge that we have, and we certainly take all the com-
ments and criticisms,” Steines said. Kilburg took the oath for his first term as sheriff. “I know
there’s high expectations, and I hope I can meet and exceed them,” Kilburg said.

Third jail vote set for March 2
County officials seek to borrow $5.9 million for 30-bed facility

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

The Bellevue City Council last week

navigated through a complaint from Terry

Long of Bellevue who owns the building

at 101 South Second Street, on the corner

directly south of Hartig Drug.

Long laid out her concerns about the

property next door at 103 South Second

Street (the location of the former dry

cleaning business), which is now owned

by Bill Taylor. 

The two owners apparently have a

shared easement, but because of Taylor’s

many vehicles that he has parked in

between the buildings and along the street,

she has limited access for renovations she

is planning. 

She said she wants to open her Hidden

Treasures storefront in the lower level of

the building this spring, and feels that

Taylor’s vehicles are not only taking up a

lot of space, they are an eyesore that

affects her property, as well as the down-

town area overall. 

Long’s building is also on the market

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

Another item on the Tuesday, March 2

special election ballot that voters from

Bellevue will see is a question on whether

to re-authorize the current revenue purpose

statement for S.A.V.E. (Secure an

Advanced Vision for Education) funds for

the Bellevue Community School District.

According to school officials, the mea-

sure will not affect any local property

taxes, as it is merely an extension of the

existing S.A.V.E. revenue for all school

districts in the state of Iowa. It is a result of

the Iowa Legislature extending the pro-

gram through 2051.

As a result of the extension, voters in

each Iowa school district will hold an elec-

tion to authorize school boards how to best

use the revenue beyond January of 2031.

The revenue purpose statement allows

public schools to spend their share of the

revenue generated by sales tax funds col-

lected across the state.

Voting yes will not increase local prop-

erty taxes, according to Bellevue

Superitendent Tom Meyer.

“At a time when the pandemic has had

an impact on various entities in the com-

munity, area, state, and beyond, this is sim-

ply a vote to approve the S.A.V.E. funds to

be utilized by the school district. It is not

asking for more money. It is not raising

taxes. It is not a new expenditure,” said

Meyer. Simply put, it is a common ballot

item that must be approved by 50% (plus-

one) voters in our school district to allow

the district to have the authority to utilize

the money.”

S.A.V.E.
funds also
on March
2 ballot
Renewal of state
measure will not
raise property taxes

Council hears about 2nd
Street property concerns
Neighbor says too many vehicles are
blocking access; also public eyesore

COUNTY OFFICIALS SWORN IN

Continued on page 10

Legion Auxiliary
Essay Contest
An essay contest sponsored by the

American Legion Auxiliary of Bellevue

Post 273 will take place this winter. 

The theme of the writing contest is:

“How can we address the health and well-

being of our veterans, military and their

families?”

The contest is open to all juniors in

Bellevue High School and Marquette

Catholic School.

One winner to be named from each

school with a cash award of $100 for each

winner.

Submit a 450 to 500 word essay and

email your entry to diann3strick@hot-

mail.com. Due date is February 16, 2021.
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