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The Bellevue Community Club will

host a spring clean-up day event at Cole

Park on Saturday, April 24 beginning at 9

a.m. Volunteers are invited to take part in

the effort and enjoy a free lunch courtesy

of the Community Club. 

Folks can participate in the clean up for

as long as they want, but are asked to

bring along a rake and a pair of gloves

and a shovel. 

The volunteers will be cleaning up

Ensign Park and Piggy Park as well, but

are asked to meet first at Cole Park. In

case of rain, the clean-up will take place

on Wednesday, April 28 at 4:30 p.m.

Volunteers should meet a Cole Park.

Park clean-up
slated April 24

Athletic Boosters
to host Fun Run
The Bellevue Comet Athletic Boosters

will host an ATV Fun Run on Saturday

April 24, with registration from 11 a.m, to

noon at Bubba’s in La Motte, where the

ride will start and end at 6 p.m. Side by

sides and all other vehicles are also wel-

come to join in the ride. Cost is $10 per

person. 

For questions or more information, call

Carrie at 563-599-7639 or Heather at 563-

590-2985.

DEVELOPMENT

SEE STORY ON PAGE 2

The Jackson County Republican

Central Committee will host a chicken

dinner and auction spring fundraiser

Friday, April 30, at the Jackson County

Historical Society Clinton Engines

Museum located at 1212 E. Pleasant St.

in Maquoketa. 

The doors will open to the public at 5

p.m., dinner will begin at 6 p.m., and the

keynote speaker will start at 7 p.m.

The dinner will feature fried chicken

catered by Kalmes Restaurant in St.

Donatus, Janelle’s cheesy potatoes, sides

and salads as well as a variety of desserts. 

During the event there will be a silent

and live auction of donated items, hosted

by auctioneer and Jackson County

Supervisor Mike Steines. 

Republican Party of Iowa Chairman

Jeff Kaufmann will be the evening’s

keynote speaker.

Tickets to the spring fundraiser can be

purchased at the door with each adult

ticket costing $15 and children age 12

and under $5. 

For more information, call Darla

Chappell at (563) 580-4731 or email

tranztk@aol.com. 

County GOP 

dinner is April 30

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

The Bellevue Fire Department is cele-

brating its Sesquicentennial this year, as

the longtime organization was established

150 year ago in 1871. 

The first public mention of forming a

fire department in Bellevue took place on

Nov. 3, 1871 at town council meeting.

Leaders approved forming a fire depart-

ment. Joe Savitz was appointed first Fire

Chief. The next mention of the department

was Feb. 3, 1872 when approval was given

to name it ‘Bellevue Engine and Hose

Company Number One.’ In May 1872,

approval was given by the town council to

purchase Lot 305 on to build a ‘fire

house.’

To celebrate the 150th anniversary com-

munity-wide, members of the Bellevue

Fire Department are planning

several events throughout

the year, beginning with

a Kick-Off celebration

on Saturday, June 5 at

Cole Park beginning

at 3 p.m.  Fire truck

rides, bounce

houses, kiddie

waterball fights,

music, food and a

movie in the park.

On Saturday, July

4, during Heritage Days

2021, the Bellevue Fire

Department will be the

Grand Marshal for the grand parade. After

the parade, a flag raising will take place at

Cole Park, followed by a special

Sesquicentennial Ceremony. Waterball

fights will take place later in

the day and the fire

department will have

display booths at Cole

Park for the public.

On Saturday,

August 28, the

Bellevue Fire

Department will

host ‘Fire Fighters

Day,’ featuring var-

ious fire fighter con-

tests and demonstra-

tions, including a leader

line, bucket brigade and

waterball fights. There

will also be a Fire Fighters Cook-off

Contest, along with food and refreshment

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

Patrons of the Bellevue Community

School District will pay a few cents less

per $1,000 valuation in property taxes

under the newly proposed 2021-22 budget

for the local school district.

A public hearing for the new numbers

was conducted and approved by the

Bellevue School Board last week.

Out of the $17 million annual budget, the

new tax rate will decrease from 10.8840 to

10.8732 for a reduction of just over 1 cent

per $1,000 in assessed value.

According to Bellevue Superintendent

Tom Meyer, student enrollment is up, as

are valuations, which accounts for part of

the reduction in taxes.

“The district is focused on working with

our taxpayers to be fiscally responsible in

all ways. COVID-19 has impacted our

stakeholders in many ways, and the board

is extremely aware of this effect for both

the present and its future impact as well,”

said Meyer. “While still providing for our

students, we also want to make sure that

we are utilizing funds in the most effective

manner and saving money whenever we

can while still providing the best programs

School Board approves budget
Tax asking down for next year; 6th year levy reduced

The Bellevue Rescue Hose Co. on dress parade at Bellevue in the 1920s.

BFD Sesquicentennial
Department to host several events in 2021
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