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By LEE KARABIN
Jackson County Historic Preservation Commission

P
reserving or restoring an old, or 
especially historic, building can 
mean weighing some options. 
You’ll be considering the cost, of 

course, but you will also need to decide 
whether or not to preserve or restore the 
historic character of the building.  

Many of local historic properties have 

been lost or “remuddled” so that they no 
longer retain their historic character, and so 
no longer tell the history of our culture and 
society. That history is valuable to current 
and future generations, both culturally and 
for local economic development.  

Saving historic buildings and maintaining 
their status on the National Register of 
Historic Places can bring state and federal 
funding to Jackson County through 
Certified Local Government Agreements 

with the National Park Service. The City of 
Maquoketa and Jackson County each have 
these agreements, which allow eligibility 
for grant funding for historic preservation 
projects. In addition, some properties may 
qualify for tax credits for restoration.  

So, what does a proper restoration entail? 
Fortunately, there are official government 
standards and guidelines available online. 
Although there is no legal requirement to 
follow these standards, except to qualify 

for certain grant funding and tax credits, 
there is ample reason to do so, as you will 
see. These standards and guidelines can be 
found online at www.nps.gov/tps/standards.
htm.

Two of the most frequently misguided 
decisions in restoring old buildings involve 
windows and mortar.  So here is a brief 
introduction to those topics.
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Dan Holm demonstrates how to collect a mortar sample for historic preservation and structural integrity purposes. When re-pointing a building, homeowners should 
take a sample of the original mortar by chipping out a small sample and sending it to a company that specializes in “reading the recipe” of the mortar. Using an incorrect 
mortar recipe can damage the building. Holm is a member of the Jackson County Historic Preservation Commission.
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SAvING HISToRY
When it comes time to update old buildings, local preservationists want to educate 


