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Serving Eastern Jackson
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BRIEFLY

With social distancing in effect due to

Covid-19, a child’s birthday may be hard

to celebrate. If friends and family can’t

get together for a party, however, just call

the Bellevue Fire Department.

The BFD will drive by with lights and

sirens for any birthday for a child in

Bellevue. To arrange a time, just call

Chris Read at 563-213-2785.

Birthday? Call
the Fire Dept.

SPRING FISHING

SEE REPORT ON PAGE 15
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No more glass 

in recycling bins

Bellevue Helping Hands, a group of

volunteers created as a result of the cur-

rent Coronavirus pandemic, is offering

free services to those in need.

Those who need groceries from

Bender’s Foods, rides to appointments,

pick up of household items, medications

or meals, light household maintenance or

cleaning, or just someone to talk may call

563-513-1620.

Food delivery
is available

The City of Bellevue has changed its recy-

cling a bit, due not only to the Covid 19 virus,

but the fact that they are now using Dittmer

Recycling in Dubuque instead of Imagine the

Possibilities in Maquoketa, which will close

this summer.

The recycling will no longer include glass,

so residents need not recycle glass products. 

This also provides extra safety for city

workers who pick up the recycling, which

may contain harmful germs and viruses. 

In addition, it also allows the staff to throw

all recycling in one truck and reduces the

amount of time workers are exposed to waste

products and people.

Chamber Bucks
for businesses
To spark the local business economy,

the Bellevue Chamber of Commerce is

offering a special promotion. 

For every purchase of $50 in Chamber

Bucks (which can be used at any busi-

ness that is a member of the chamber)

the buyer will receive $10 in additional

chamber bucks.

Chamber bucks can be purchased at

Bellevue State Bank and Fidelity Bank

and Trust drive-up windows or at the

chamber by calling 563-872-5830. 

For a complete list of Bellevue Area

Chamber of Commerce members go to

https://bellevueia.com.

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

They lived in Bellevue before they

moved to the Marshall Islands over 20

years ago. 

Now they are back home and here to

stay.

Just as the Covid-19 pandemic broke out

in March, Dan and Caroline Eggers left

Kwajalein and arrived back in Bellevue on

March 13. They are now living in the same

home Dan grew up in on Oak Street, and

are looking forward to retiring and seeing

more of the family.

“We intended to only spend a year in the

Marshall Islands. That was back in 1999,

but we finally made it back here,” said Dan.

“Our target date to come back to Bellevue

was our granddaughter Sarah’s birthday on

March 15. Our plan was always to return to

our friends and family, but it took awhile.”

Dan Eggers grew up in Bellevue, gradu-

ating from Marquette Catholic High School

in 1969. He went on to attend the

University of Iowa before transferring to

the University of South Florida in Tampa,

where he conducted graduate-level work in

metal eutectics and glaze chemistry.

“I put myself through college doing elec-

trical work. I moved to Colorado in 1979 to

build the Mid-Mountain Restaurant at

Beaver Creek for Vail Associates and set

up a stained glass studio,” said Eggers. “I

met my wife Caroline when the handcrafted

fabrics I bought in Guatemala to sell in the

shop needed labels sewn on to get them out

of customs.”

That was also the year (1979) that Dan’s

brother Butch (Dr. Daryll) and his wife

Carolyn bought Potter’s Mill and started the

process of making it into a restaurant and

music venue. Dan was an integral part of

that process.

“Back in 1981, with a crew made up of

guys I grew up with, and a few craftsmen

that moved in to the area while I was away,

we rebuilt the foundation of the Mill where

it had degraded,” recalled Eggers. “There

were holes in the two-foot thick stone wall

big enough to stand in and touch the dirt

inside. It was a rewarding and satisfying

task.” 

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

A Jackson County

native has taken his

place on the front lines

in the scientific battle

against the Covid-19

pandemic.

Dr. Mark

Ackermann, a 1979

graduate of Preston

High School, currently

works for the Oregon

Veterinary Diagnostic

Laboratory at Oregon

State University. His wife Shelly was born

and raised in Bellevue; and his mother,

Fern Ackermann, also currently lives in

Bellevue as does his brother Gary

Ackermann.

He and his staff have teamed up with

the private Willamette ValleyHOME
Eggers family return for
good from Marshall Islands
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By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

High school graduation ceremonies in

Bellevue this spring are going to be

unique to say the least.

Both Bellevue Community Schools and

Marquette Catholic Schools are planning

‘social distancing graduations.’

Bellevue’s will take place on Saturday

May 23 beginning at 2 p.m., while

Marquette’s will take place Sunday, May

24 during Mass at 10:15 a.m.

At Bellevue, students and their families

will sign up for a short period of time to

come into the west gymnasium. The grad-

uating senior will walk to the east side of

the gym, while family members will walk

Preston

native

helps test

for virus
Dr. Ackermann runs
veterinary diagnostic
lab in Oregon

‘Virtual’

graduations

coming in May
Traditional ceremonies
may come in June

Continued on page 15

Dr. Mark

Ackermann

Caroline and Dan Eggers stand in front of the Bellevue home that Dan was raised in.

Coming back


