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It’s a well-known fact to most residents

that Bellevue Municipal Utilities, which

owns all the electrical lines and electric

infrastructure in the city (as well as its own

power plant with independent generators)

can easily generate its own electricity. 

Prior to purchasing power from outside

sources, like Central Iowa Power

Cooperative (CIPCO), which Bellevue uses

currently, the town generated its own elec-

tricity 24 hours a day, seven days per week,

first with steam power starting in the

1890s, and then with diesel generators

beginning in the 1930s. 

And the local utility still generates its

own electricity today, although only during

peak hot summer months, cold snaps dur-

ing winter-related outages and during out-

side maintenance upgrades.

These advantages, however, didn’t stop

members of the Bellevue Utility Board

from expressing some concerns at a recent

meeting concerning what could happen this

summer, as they received word from

CIPCO officials that ‘rolling blackouts’

could occur in some areas of the Midwest.

“Iowa’s electric capacity is lower than

expected this summer,” said Bellevue

Utility Superintendent Jamie Haxmeier.

“CIPCO sent us information that certain

areas could experience some outages if it

gets really hot.”

He said much of the capacity problem is

a result of CIPCO acquiring 30 percent of
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Bellevue Heritage Days Cash Raffle

tickets are now available for purchase for

a chance to win the Grand Prize of

$15,000 on July 3. Second and third place

prizes of $3,000 and $1,000 will also be

up for grabs.

Cost is $25 for one ticket or get 5 tick-

ets for $100. Tickets can be purchased at

Bellevue State Bank, Bender’s Foods,

The BookWorm, Bormann’s

Neighborhood Pit Stop, The Car Wash,

Fidelity Bank, The Hair Shanty, Kueter

True Value, Till’s Garage, Upper Kutz,

Veach Diesel and Vision Health Center.

Tickets will also be sold during Heritage

Days on July 2 and 3. 

Heritage Days

Raffle Tickets

Another text message and phone scam is

on the loose in the Bellevue area.  This time,

residents have been receiving phone calls or

text messages indicating their power is being

turned off if they don’t pay immediately.  

Residents should know that the City of

Bellevue will never text, email, or call and

ask for account information, updates, per-

sonal information or payment information. If

something does not feel right and seems odd,

then it probably is a scam, and you should

call the  Bellevue Police at 563-872-4545 to

report the incident.

City issues phone

and text scam alert

The 28th annual Luxembourg Buffet will

take place Thursday, June 23 from 5 to 8

p.m. at the Kalmes Restaurant in St.

Donatus. The event is sponsored by the St.

Donatus Luxembourg Heritage Society and

will feature weiner schnitzel, tripen, home-

made noodles, potato pancakes, homemade

bread, jam and dessert. Historical

Luxembourg displays will also be available

for perusal. For reservations, call 563-773-

2480.

Luxembourg

Buffet June 23

Continued on page 14

A DAY OF DAIRY

SEE STORY ON PAGE 7

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

Bellevue Heritage Days, the well-known

massive Independence Day celebration -

now in its 60th year, is set for Saturday and

Sunday, July 2 and 3.

The annual patriotic gala draws thou-

sands each year from across the tri-state

area and far beyond as it is one of the

largest and most action-packed

Independence Day Celebrations in eastern

Iowa, and definitely the biggest party in

Jackson County.

A majority of the action will take place

Saturday and Sunday during the

Independence Day weekend, however on

Friday night, July 1, live music by the

Brown Bottle Bandits will take place at the

Off Shore Event Center north of town to

kick off the annual celebration.

Inflatables, including an obstacle course,

a giant slide, laser tag and mini-golf will

FULL SCHEDULE
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Heritage Days 2022
Bellevue celebration scheduled for July 2 and 3

Utility board discusses possible
summer power interruptions
Bellevue may have to generate more of its own electricity

Continued on page 3

JACKSON COUNTY PRO RODEO

THE JACKSON COUNTY PRO RODEO was held last week at the Bellevue Horsemen’s Club, drawing thousands of fans for the three
nights of action-packed competition and fun. SEE PHOTO ESSAY ON PAGES 12 AND 13. HERALD-LEADER PHOTOS BY JACKIE MILLER

Mobile Food

Pantry in Zwingle
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of La Motte

will host a drive-up mobile food pantry

Thursday, June 23 at the Zwingle

Recreation Area Ball Diamond in partner-

ship with River Bend Foodbank.

Distribution begins at 6 p.m. and contin-

ues as long as supplies last. 

The event is open to anyone in need of

food assistance. Those coming to the food

pantry may remain in their vehicles, and

volunteers will load pre-boxed food for

each household directly into trunks.


