
By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

The Bellevue Area Chamber of

Commerce has officially announced events

and activities for ‘Unwrap the Magic of

Christmas’ a two weekend, town-wide holi-

day festival set for Saturday, November 30

and Saturday, December 7. 

Silent auction items will be displayed at

both Bellevue State Bank and Fidelity

Bank starting October 29 and then moved

to the Local Vendor Craft Fair for last-

minute bidding. Winners will be announced

on Saturday, November 30 at 2 p.m. 

That same day, the Bellevue Area

Chamber of Commerce’s Local Vendor

Show will be held at the Bellevue

Elementary School gymnasium (with possi-
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SEE SPORTS - PAGE 16

Veterans Day

program slated
Bellevue American Legion Post #273

will conduct annual Veterans Day ser-

vices on Monday, Nov. 11 at 10 a.m. at

the Bellevue High School Gymnasium.

Roger Norfolk, 2nd District Legion

Commander will be the featured speaker.

The Bellevue Student Council will host

a free meal for all veterans at Horizon

Hall following the traditional program. 

Those attending should RSVP by call-

ing the school at 872-4001 or email matt-

jaeger@bellevue.k12.ia.us or brindaugh-

erty@bellevue.k12.ia.us.

FOR ELECTION RESULTS:
Go to bellevueheraldleader.com to see who
won and lost in Tuesday’s local elections.

Serving Eastern Jackson Since 1871

Bellevue High School will be present-

ing the musical Mamma Mia.

Performance dates and times are as fol-

lows. Friday, Nov. 8 at 7 p.m., Saturday,

Nov. 9 at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Nov. 10 at

2 p.m.

Tickets are $7 for the evening perfor-

mances and $5 for the matinee.  For

reserved seats, call the high school at

872-4001.

BHS to present

‘Mamma Mia’

Continued on page 3

Marquette

Chicken Dinner
The Marquette High School Student

Council will host its annual Chicken

Dinner, featuring famous broasted chick-

en by Kalmes Catering on Sunday, Nov.

10 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Horizon

Hall in Bellevue.

Along with half chickens and quarter

chickens, patrons will enjoy mashed pota-

toes and gravy, along with corn, green

beans, roll and applesauce.

Cost is $10 for a half chicken and $8

for a quarter chicken. Tickets are avail-

able at the door or in advance at the

Marquette High School office. Deliveries

are also available by calling the school at

872-3356.

The Marquette Players of Marquette

Catholic High School will present Lewis

Caroll’s ‘Alice in Wonderland’ on

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Nov. 14,

15 and 16, beginning at 7 p.m. each night

in the Marquette Education Center

(MEC).

The play, adapted by Michael L.

Vacca, is being produced with special

arrangement by Classics Onstage of

Chicago.

Marquette to

host Fall Drama

By TIM MANNING
Special to the Bellevue Herald-Leader

The Nazis couldn’t kill him.

Business executives couldn’t

ignore him. Naysayers couldn’t

silence him. 

And players on opposing base-

ball teams merely amused him.

“He was a pit bull,” said Leo

Croce’s great-grandson, Justin

Scott, who has tirelessly

researched his ancestor. 

Scott remains in awe of Croce’s

transformation from a brash kid to

a humble man who spent five

decades advocating for those in need of

food and shelter, particularly the elderly.

“I was always told my great-grandpa

was a war hero,” Scott said. “He was more

than that. He was a soldier who fought

valiantly in the war, and he was

a soldier back home working to

improve the lives of others.”

This past Sunday, Leo Croce

was inducted into the Jackson

County Historical Society Hall

of Fame during the organiza-

tion’s annual Heritage Day

event.

“He was generous and pas-

sionate about helping people,”

said his daughter, Monna

Cleary, who along with her twin

sister, Donna, were Croce’s old-

est children. “I wish there were more peo-

ple like him.”

Before the war

Croce apparently didn’t set out to be a

pillar of society. Before the Great

Depression, he was involved in bootleg-

ging activities, according to Scott. 

During the Depression, he landed a job

with the Civilian Conservation Corps

(CCC), which was a major part of

President Franklin D. Roosevelt's “New

Deal” that provided manual-labor jobs

related to the conservation of natural

resources. It is estimated that more than 3

GRIT AND GUTS
Hall of Fame inductee led the charge into Germany 
during WWII, then fought for change in Jackson County 

Holiday season upon us
Chamber announces events for Christmas open house

Continued on page 11

SALUTE TO LOCAL

VETERANS
INSIDE TODAY’S ISSUE
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THE LUDENDORFF BRIDGE (Bridge at Remagen) is pictured here following its capture by Allied Forces. Jackson County man Leo
Croce took part in the battle. The photo above was taken between March 8 and 11, 1945. (photo courtesy of German Federal Archive).

Leo Croce


