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By TED HARBIN 
Special to the Bellevue Herald-Leader 

Bareback rider Tim O’Connell did

everything he could during the 10th round

of the National Finals Rodeo to win his

fourth world championship. 

He rode Powder River Rodeo’s Two

Buck Chuck for 89 points and had to wait

out a re-ride by his closest opponent,

Utahan Kaycee Feild. The decision didn’t

rest on O’Connell’s performance, though.

Feild was awarded 91 points on Three

Hills Rodeo’s Junior Bonner (headquar-

tered in Bernard) to win the round and the

world championship at Globe Life Field in

Arlington, Texas.

But O’Connell had no reason to hang

his head. He fought a brilliant 10-round

bout to claim the Montana Silversmiths

gold buckle. Instead, his big score was

worth third in the round, and he fell to

third in the average. He also finished as

the No. 2 man in the world standings. 

Through 10 nights of ProRodeo’s cham-

pionship event, the Zwingle cowboy

placed six times, including the fourth-

ZWINGLE NATIVE TIM O’CONNELL fell short of winning his fourth National Finals
Rodeo, but he placed second in the world in 2020.

LUKE 2:1-38 And it came to pass

in those days, that there went out a

decree from Caesar Augustus, that all

the world should be taxed.  And all

went to be taxed, every one into his

own city.  And Joseph also went up

from Galilee, out of Nazareth, into

Judaea, unto the city of David, which

is called Bethlehem to be taxed with

Mary his espoused wife, being great

with child. 

And so it was, that while they were

there, the days were accomplished that

she should be delivered.  And she

brought forth her firstborn son, and

wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and

laid him in a manger, because there

was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country

shepherds abiding in the field, keeping

watch over their flock by night.  And,

lo, the angel of the Lord came upon

them, and the glory of the Lord shone

round about them; and they were sore

afraid.  And the angel said unto them,

Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good

tidings of great joy, which shall be to

all people.  For unto you is born this

day in the city of David a Saviour,

which is Christ the Lord. 

Merry
Christmas

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

When a group of Bellevue volunteers cre-

ated the Helping Hands group last March

after the Covid-19 pandemic hit, they prob-

ably never imagined they would still be

active in December. 

But they are, and during this unique 2020

holiday season, folks are more grateful than

ever for the help in getting food, groceries,

supplies and rides to appointments. 

The group of Bellevue volunteers, led pri-

marily by Paulette Wagner, Lori Roling and

Angie Burken, started Bellevue Helping

Hands to assist the entire community during

this strange year of isolation and social dis-

tancing - and at the same time they are also

managing to spread badly-needed cheer and

goodwill.

As the Covid 19 virus precautions contin-

ue until proven vaccines can be widely dis-

Bellevue’s Helping Hands 
Group formed during pandemic continues into holidays

‘Sleep in
Heavenly
Peace’ 
is formed 

Every child deserves a bed on which

to sleep. It’s that simple for a local,

newly formed group in Jackson County.

The Jackson County Chapter of ‘Sleep

in Heavenly Peace’ is dedicated to build-

ing and delivering beds to children in

need.

It is an affiliate of the national Sleep

in Heavenly Peace (SHP) program.

Started in 2012 by Luke Mickelson,

SHP works in partnership with the com-

munity and local businesses to turn lum-

ber into beds for children in local com-

munities. With the mission of “No Kids

Sleeps on the Floor in Our Town,” SHP

then delivers those beds as well as mat-

tresses, linens, pillows, and comforters

to children who would otherwise be

sleeping on the floor. 

The Jackson County SHP program

president is Amber Matthiesen and co-

president is Mark Beck. They, along

with Maquoketa Hometown Pride Coach

Dave Heiar, attended a training program

in Wisconsin in early November. They

are currently finalizing a local team to

help implement this program in Jackson

County. 

“Every child deserves to have a place

to lay their head at night that is warm,

soft, and promotes a good night's sleep,”

Matthiesen said. “As we all know, sleep

is critical to a child's emotional and

physical development and we want to

New Jackson County
chapter vows to build
beds for kids in need
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Fight falls short
O’Connell’s quest for fourth title ended early
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