
Razor Ray’s Country Music Jam at the

Knights of Columbus Hall in Bellevue on

Wednesday June 12 from 7 to 10 p.m. will

benefit the ServeHAITI program, which is

coordinated by Dave and Cindy Broders.

As well as music and sandwiches, there

will be a 50/50 raffle and games of

chance. A voluntary cover charge to gain

admission will also help raise funds. All

proceeds from the event with go to the

ServeHAITI project. For more informa-

tion, call Ray Theisen at 563-872-5055.

Country music

jam for Haiti
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MEMORIAL DAY ‘19

SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 17

Officials from the City of Bellevue are

reminding local citizens about a change in the

city’s fireworks ordinance that was approved

by the city council last fall. The new ordi-

nance states that fireworks can only be used

within the city limits from June 29 through

July 7 from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. On the day of

the Heritage Days fireworks display, however,

the time allowed changes from 9 a.m. to 11

p.m. Special permits for fireworks, however

may be granted by city officials, but an appli-

cation must be submitted. 

New fireworks
rules in effect

Breakfast at 
La Motte Park
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in La Motte

will host its annual Breakfast in the Park

on Sunday, June 9 from 8 a.m. to noon at

the La Motte Town Park. On the menu are

sausage, ham, eggs (scrambled or fried),

homemade rolls, juice, milk and coffee.

Adults may eat for $7, while children ages

3 to 12 may eat for $4.

Ski Bellevue

show in Sabula

The Iowa Department of Natural

Resources has set the 2019 Kids Fishing

Day for Sunday, June 9 from 2 to 4 p.m.  

Families wishing to fish are asked to

meet at Two Good Park in Preston

between 1:30 and 2 p.m. to take a shuttle

to the private pond. For more information,

contact Scott Gritters at 563-880-8781.

Kids Fishing
Day set June 9

Battle for Mortain

D - DAY  7 5 TH  A NN I V ER SARY   

Note to Readers: As this week (June 6,

2019) marks the 75th anniversary of D-

Day, the Herald-Leader remembers the

sacrifice of local veterans. The following

story about a soldier from Miles, who

served in the allied invasion during World

War II, is being recounted here. The story

was written by the late Robert Melvold

(also a WWII veteran) and first appeared in

the Bellevue Herald-Leader over two

decades ago.

In 1970, Reynold and Elizabeth

Erichson, a Miles area farm couple, reluc-

tantly put off for a later time that trip to

Europe that they had been planning so long

for that summer.

This wouldn’t have been just another

sightseeing trip to Europe by just any vaca-

tioning couple. They had some specific

places they wanted to go and see, and for

good reason.

Reynold had looked forward for years to

showing Elizabeth where he had landed on

Omaha Beach in June 1944. But even

more, he looked forward to their then

motoring slowly 40 miles inland, this time

peacefully. He would show her the now-

restored French villages that he had passed

through decades before under far different

circumstances.

And he would especially want for both

of them to see the village of Mortain, and

its adjoining Hill 317. It was there, on Aug.

6-12, 1944, that he had played a major

hero’s role in a pivotal battle won by his

30th Division forces over four German

Panzer divisions.

Leapfrogged D-Day forces

It was on D-Day plus 6 that the

American 30th Division, which included

Capt. Erichson’s 2nd Battalion of the 120th

Miles Army Major and his men held vital hill to
protect Allied beachhead breakout at Normandy

MAJOR REYNOLD ERICHSON, third from left, was the surviving ranking officer to lead soldiers of the 20th Infantry of the 30th Division,
Second Battalion in the Battle at Mortain. They successfully turned back day and night tank and infantry attempts to dislodge them from
the isolated rocky bluff. Their defense stopped six Panzer armored divisions from driving to the coast and threatening the fragile Allied
beachhead at Normandy. 

STAFF REPORT
special to the Herald-Leader

Jackson County Attorney Sara

Davenport said last week assistant county

attorney Amanda Lassance will keep her

job but face confidential disciplinary action

resulting from a 12:56 a.m. April 6 emer-

gency call in which she and a companion

were cited in Clinton County for having

open containers of alcohol. 

Law enforcement officers who arrived on

the scene along U.S. Highway 61 near

Welton observed beer cans scattered

around Lassance’s vehicle parked on the

side of the road. Lassance admitted to

police she drank alcohol before she drove

and after the vehicle was stopped, and

according to a police report, was slurring

her speech. Police did not perform a field

sobriety test. 

Deputy Roeder wanted her to stay away from sheriff’s office

Lassance will stay on the job

Continued on page 21

Continued on page 14

A VISIT TO THE

BATTLE SITE
See pages 10 and 11

Due to high water and flooding on the

Mississippi River, the Ski Bellevue Water

Ski Show Team is moving it's Saturday,

June 8 ski show to Sabula's middle lake.

Showtime is at 4 p.m.


