
By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

In the year of our Lord 2021, Bellevue area

citizens experienced a mixed bag in terms of

positive and negative events.  

But while the nation seemed off-the-rails at

times due to politics and a pandemic that just

wouldn’t go away, the local community saw

mostly positive news over the past 12 months.

New development and new businesses, like

the new multi-million dollar Off-Shore Resort,

new riverfront location of River Ridge

Brewing, new merchants and organizations in

the newly remodeled Button Factory building,

a new Mexican Restaurant, a new flower busi-

ness, a children’s clothing business, a new

energy and nutrition drink business and new

insurance company all opened here in 2021.

Along with all the new downtown business-

es and activity, residents found out in early

2021 that the town’s population grew by 8

percent (or about 240 people) over the past

decade, making Bellevue the only town in

Jackson County to see numbers rise with the

official release of the 2020 Census numbers. It

was also the first time in four decades the pop-

ulation increased.

While the cloud of the pandemic still

loomed through the entirety of 2021, the even-

tual decline of the Covid-19 virus in Bellevue

in the spring and summer brought back all the

annual events like the Jackson County Pro

Rodeo, Heritage Days and Fishtival. All of

those events had been cancelled the year

before.

And while the virus went away in the sum-
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Bellevue High School and Marquette

Catholic are coming together to raise

funds for cancer research this month.

Special T-shirts to be worn at the

Bellevue versus Marquette basketball

game on Saturday, Jan. 29 are now avail-

able for order at Mighty Miss Designs in

Bellevue through Jan. 16

Organized by student Cole Heim, all

proceeds will go directly back to the

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society (LLS).

To order a shirt or for more info, call

(563) 872-5931, text (563) 265-2787 or e-

mail orders@mightymissdesigns.com.

Bellevue versus
Marquette shirts

Euchre games

in Springbrook
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in

Springbrook is planning to host a Euchre

Tournament as a fundraiser. 

The event will be held Sunday, January

16 inside Kilburg Hall with registration

at 1 p.m. and euchre at 1:30 p.m. 

Cost is $10 per player (no partner

needed). Ham sandwiches, chili and bev-

erages will also be available for purchase.

Continued on page 2

Winter is here and it is time to bundle

up and stay warm. We know what we do

in the winter to stay cozy but what do ani-

mals do to survive the winter? 

On Monday January 17 from 10 to 11

a.m., students are invited to the Hurstville

Interpretive Center to learn about how

Iowa wildlife survive the winter through

games and activities. 

Register 48 hours before the program.

To register call the Hurstville Interpretive

Center at (563) 652-3783 or email

tony@jacksonccb.com

Cabin fever 
program Jan. 17

By KELLY GERLACH
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

Hospital trustees inked a deal last week

to sell the former hospital property.

The decision came after a handful of res-

idents voiced concerns about the transac-

tion.

The Jackson County Regional Health

Center Board of Trustees unanimously

approved an offer to sell the building and

12 acres at 700 W. Grove St. for $500,000.

The buyer requested to remain nameless

and is forming a limited-liability company

or similar in Iowa, hospital exec Curt

Coleman said during a special Jan. 5 board

meeting on the matter.

The sale is subject to the board receiving

the name of the buyer, which the board

Hospital sells for $500,000
Multi-family housing, office/retail space among intended uses

Continued on page 17

2021 Year in Review
Bellevue sees development and growth despite pandemic

New development and new businesses, like
the construction and opening of the new
multi-million dollar Off-Shore Resort in

north Bellevue were among the top stories
in 2021. As well as the new resort, at least

five new businesses also opened up in
downtown Bellevue, paving the way for a

strong 2022, despite the 
continuing pandemic.

Bellevue’s water tower received a new
coat of paint and a new design in 2021.

The Bellevue American Legion Post #273

will host its annual Bean Bag Double

Elimination Tournament on Saturday, Feb.

12, inside the post headquarters at 111

Market Street.

Sign up for Bellevue Bean Baggers begins

at 11 a.m. where house rules will be provid-

ed; and bag tossing begins at noon sharp.

Cost for a team is $20 and bag tossers must

be 18 years of age or older to participate in

the tournament. Prizes will be awarded to the

winners. A 50-50 raffle, as well as a silent

auction will also take place during this

fundraising event. Food and refreshments

will also be sold on site.

Bean baggers
toss on Feb. 12


