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Stay golden.
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J
ust because people get older 
with each passing year 
doesn’t mean they shouldn’t 
continue to grow and learn.

Life is not meant to be 
spent just sitting at home — at least, 
that is how Bev Hight, of DeWitt, 
feels.

The 84-year-old has been a mem-
ber of the DeWitt Town and Country 
Garden Club for about 12 years and 
appreciates the social aspect being a 
part of the group.

“I enjoy the members,” Hight relat-
ed. “They’re all my friends. We have 
our love of flowers in common.”

Kathy Goddard, 83, also of 
DeWitt, said each member brings 
their own skills and knowledge to 
contribute.

Goddard’s mother, Wilma Hughes, 
was a charter member of the club in 
1961.

“It’s just neat to meet people,” 
Goddard said with a smile. “We all 
have a little something to add.”

Janis Harbison, of DeWitt, is presi-
dent of the club, which meets month-
ly April-November. 

“We consider our garden club 
a social group with no education-
al structure required,” Harbison 
explained, as she and a few other 
members gathered on a sunny 
Monday afternoon in Harbison’s 
beautifully landscaped backyard.

The yard is a picturesque space 
filled with varieties of flowers and is 
tastefully decorated with colorful and 
unique garden ornaments.

It is a direct reflection of her ado-
ration for gardening and flowers, and 
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(Above) Members of the Bellevue Lions Club meet at River 
Ridge Brewing, and welcome people of all ages.

(Above) Members of 
the DeWitt Town and 

Country Garden Club 
include (front, from left) 

Jean Passig, Janis 
Harbison, Jane Yokoi; 

(back) Kathy Goddard, 
Bev Hight and Deanna 
Roberts. The club has 

about 20 members, and 
is looking for more peo-

ple to share and pass 
along their passion for 

gardening. 

(Center) Friends of the DeWitt Community 
Library assist with various programs and events at 
the library. The group is looking for more people to 

help as much or as little as their schedules allow.

(Above) Helping to plant and maintain at sec-
tion at the Butterfly Garden at Bellevue State 

Park are members of the Rotary Club of Bellevue.

(Right) The Maquoketa Kiwanis Club hosts the 
town’s annual Easter Egg Hunt. It also donates to 

local causes, including Together We Build, Toys 
for Tots, Prairie Creek Recreation Area and the 
Maquoketa High School Scholarship program.
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