Message from the publisher

Together, we will get through this
The coronavirus is hitting our community hard,
even though there are no confirmed cases in
Jackson County.
None of us is exempt from the economic repercussions of the pandemic, and none of us is completely free of risk from contracting the virus. And
when I say us, I mean all of us – me, you, your
family, your friends, local businesses, and your
hometown newspaper.
We are all in this together, and together we will
get through it.
As individuals, we should take the advice of
medical experts, continue to work as hard as we
can at whatever it is we can do to stay productive,
and take care of ourselves and those around us.
Here at your hometown newspaper we are trying to keep our thinking simple. We know this
story is of huge importance and we intend to cover
it as such, day after day, until life returns to normal. Efforts to control the spread of the virus –
aside from impeccable hygiene – include measures
that are disrupting our normal lives: closed public
schools, closed movie theaters, postponed wed-





dings, cancelled civic events and countless other
closings. While those disruptions are necessary for
the health of our community and nation, they are
creating a gigantic challenge to many local businesses.
We know that firsthand.
In the past two weeks, our advertising partners
have faced unprecedented threats to their businesses and activities. As they have responded, many
have canceled or reduced advertising, which is the
lifeblood that
 supports what we do. In what feels
like a strike of lightning, we have transitioned
from feeling healthy and ambitious to something
very different. Today, we are steeling ourselves to
the difficult choices we may soon face.
At the same time, we are determined to make
sure we define ourselves as an asset to our community in this time of need.
To that end, you no longer need to be a subscriber to read our coronavirus-related content.
Just go to maqnews.com and click on “Read more
local coronavirus news” at the top of the page.
In the past few days, we have posted dozens of
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place and purpose. I never dreamed
how school leaders are working to
I’d experience anything like what
get food to students, a list of
we’re experiencing today, but I’m
restaurants providing carryout,
proud we – with your help – have
how utilities are working with
built a hometown newspaper that
customers to ensure service and
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other useful information.
get through this crisis, no matter
As the current situation
what.
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Please remember you are not
with it, whether it be advice from
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medical professionals or simply
feel as if you are, remind yourself
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ships together.
connected in this time of social
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Bellevue
adapting
to altered
reality

Brandt opening
is postponed

 

 

The ribbon cutting for the new interactive Brandt boat building exhibit that was
supposed to take place Tuesday, March
31 at the National Mississippi River
Museum in Dubuque has been postponed
due to the current Covid 19 threat.
Officials at the museum said that the
ribbon cutting and public opening of the
historic Bellevue collection will be
rescheduled.










 

Bellevue Senior
Center
closed

 
Northeast Iowa Area Agency on Aging
 (NEI3A) made
 the decision to close all of its




senior centers and meal sites starting
Tuesday, March 17, until further notice. This
includes the Bellevue Senior Center.
Individuals who attend the sites will be
contacted and given the option to receive a
home-delivered meal. All office locations
will also be closed to the public but will
remain open to offer services.





















Pharmacy closed
to foot traffic
The owners of Bellevue Pharmacy have
announced the business will be closed to foot
traffic. Curbside pickup and home deliveries
only. For more information call 872-4259, or
see the ad in today’s Bellevue Herald-Leader.







LOCAL RESTAURANTS, like Second Street Station & Brinker’s Pizza, are continuing to serve customers, but will only take calls for carry-outs as local residents wait
for an end to the current social distancing due to the spread of Coronavirus.
Residents are encouraged to still patronize Bellevue restaurants by ordering out.



Businesses, civic groups
and city leaders do best
to keep residents safe
By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader Editor

The community of Bellevue is at a virtual
standstill as the Coronavirus (COVID 19) pandemic continues worldwide, and local folks are
being warned to avoid large gatherings and
engage in ‘social distancing.’
As reported last week, both Bellevue and
Marquette school districts cancelled classes until
mid-April and dozens of local events and
fundraisers have been postponed.
This past week, the cancellations and business
closures continued.
Among them were all local church services, as
well as many restaurants. The Riverview Hotel is
closed until further notice. 2nd Street Station was
still open, but for pick-up orders only, with the
same situation Spruce Harbor and Subway.
Potter’s Mill is also taking orders for curbside
pickup. Richman’s Café is closed.
Continued on page 3

