
By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

Hospice of Jackson County has touched

the lives of many families in the local area. 

The non-profit organization is commit-

ted to the single purpose of providing high

quality, compassionate end-of-life care. 

This weekend and the following week-

end, Bellevue will

host a series of

Hospice fundrais-

ing events benefit

the many local pro-

grams it provides.

One local family

that was aided by

Hospice was that of

the late Marjorie

Blitgen, who

passed away May

30 of this year.

Her daughter, Kathy Ohlert, explained

that her mother suffered a stroke in

November of 2006, and experienced sev-

eral other health-related conditions prior to

her passing.

“We decided to call Hospice of Jackson

County in February, and over the next

three months, the nurses and aides became

like family,” said Ohlert. “Their visits

were a blessing for my mom and our fami-

ly and we found that it was really ‘quality

of life care,’ instead of end of life care.”

Blitgen was visited regularly – several

times each week by Hospice of Jackson

County representatives. There were bath

aides, massage therapy visits and doctor

Herald-Leader
Volume 150  No. 33  ■ Bellevue, Iowa   ■ 20 pages - plus supplements   ■ August 15, 2019   ■    $1.00 per copy

Phone 563-872-4159 • Fax 563-872-4298 • email: bhleader@bellevueheraldleader.com • www.bellevueheraldleader.com

Bellevue

Serving Eastern Jackson County Since 1871

BRIEFLY

LUXEMBOURGERS

SEE STORY ON PAGE 11

Bellevue’s Fall City-Wide Garage Sales, sponsored

by the Herald-Leader, are scheduled for the week-

end of Saturday, September 14. Please see the

advertisement on the back page of today’s news-

paper to find out how to get your sale on the list.

FALL GARAGE SALES

Lane closures at

Sabula bridge
Lane closures began Monday on the

Savanna-Sabula bridge for work expected

to last until the end of August.

ERA Valdivia Contractors will be

applying a protective polymer overlay at

the state Route 64-U.S. Highway 52

bridge between Savanna and Sabula for a

cost of $503,834.

Signals will be set up, and drivers

should expect delays. Call 815-284-2271

for more information.

Pre-planning

seminar slated
Hachmann Funeral Home and Cremation

Service of Bellevue will host a Lunch and

Learn Pre-planning Seminar on Monday,

Aug. 26 at noon at the funeral home.

Call 563-872-4101 for a reservation for the

meal and program by Friday, Aug. 23.

40th Ducks

Unlimited event
The Bellevue Chapter of Ducks

Unlimited will host its 40th annual Banquet

on Saturday, August 24 at Horizon Hall in

Bellevue. Doors open at 5 p.m. with dinner

served at 7 p.m.  As well as the meal and

banquet, over 20 guns will be given away.

Costs and tickets include $45 for a mem-

bership, $15 for a spouse and $20 for a

Greenwing.

For tickets or for more information, con-

tact Bud (Dennis) Schroeder at 563-542-

0454, Tim Till at 563-599-8402 or Keith

Griebel at 563-542-0454.

Fill-the-Boot

campaign here
The Bellevue Fire Department will be

out on the streets on Friday, Aug. 30 con-

ducting the annual ‘Fill-the-Boot’ cam-

paign in support of the Muscular

Dystrophy Association (MDA).

Fire fighters will be asking for dona-

tions in exchange for stickers from 3 to 6

p.m. at Bellevue State Bank and Fidelity

Bank; and from 4 to 8 p.m. at Bender’s

Foods. Those who donate will receive a

special MDA sticker.

Last year, the department rasied over

$1,300 for the cause.

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

The water supply to residential homes

and businesses in Bellevue is now of a

much higher quality, thanks to the comple-

tion of the city’s new $2 million radium

treatment facility at the corner of Park and

10th Streets.

According to radium treatment facility

operator Brett Roling, who is in charge of

water at Bellevue Municipal Utilities, the

new report on radium levels came in last

week, and the results are nearly perfect

with less than one picocuries of radium

present per liter, nearly undetectable.

Previous quarterly water tests revealed

that radium levels in Bellevue were averag-

ing anywhere from 5.7 pCi/L (picocuries)

to 6.0 pCi/L consistently in 2016, 2017 and

2018. 

The Iowa Department of Natural

Resources considers more than 5 pCi/L of

radium in drinking water to be dangerous.

“We were anxiously awaiting the quar-

Continued on page 10

Radium is eliminated
Tap water in Bellevue now meets state standards

Bellevue to celebrate art and
music on the river this Saturday
by DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

It’s that time of the year in Bellevue.

The fishing is good, the river is calm and

summer is at its peak.

That means it’s time once again for the

big Fishtival celebration along the Mighty

Mississippi.

The big event will be held Saturday,

Aug. 17 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. along the

river walk area in downtown Bellevue,

with a Ski Show and live bands later in

the day.

According to members of the Bellevue

Arts Council, Fishtival is a celebration of

art along the Mississippi River. 

There will be art work for sale along the

river walk, including original paintings,

drawings, ceramics, jewelry sculpture,

woodworking and watercolors.

“Some of the works are pretty high-end

pieces, like professional oil and acrylic

masterpieces,” said David Eischeid, a

retired art teacher who has been coordi-

nating the event for nearly two decades.

“There are a lot of regionalistic pieces that

depict our farms, towns, rivers, livestock

and bridges.”

New this year will be special projects

inside the Great River Gallery, including

Continued on page 3

Hospice
Benefit
set this
weekend

BELLEVUE’S DAVE EISCHEID who has coordinated the Fishtival Celebration in
Bellevue for many years is gearing up for a big weekend of art, music and good times
along the river. He created a fish banner last week to promote the event.

Bellevue family
benefited greatly
from Hospice care

Marjorie Blitgen
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