
By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

A new authentic Mexican restaurant will

open in Bellevue in the coming weeks on

Front Street in the former location of Water

Street Market and River Ridge Brewing.

La Casa De Pancho, which also has a

location in Maquoketa, is expected to open

for business here some time in mid-June,

according to co-owner Adrian Martinez,

who was in Bellevue last week, overseeing

the efforts to get the interior of the building

ready.

“This is a great location,” said Martinez.

“It already has a kitchen, as well as the

space we need to make this work.”

Martinez, who has already secured a full-

time chef, said he is looking to hire, and

when all is up-and-running, he hopes to

employ 10 to 14 people.

He also wants to provide an authentic

atmosphere for the restaurant, and just took

a delivery of all new furniture and fixtures,

including a bar, tables and chairs, each of

which has a Mexican theme and old pho-

tographs from south of the border.

“We wanted to get the ‘old Mexico’

look,” said Martinez. “It might fit in well

with Bellevue, as I understand you have

quite a history.”  

Martinez, who is actually from Phoenix,

Arizona, co-owns La Casa de Pancho with

Leticia Rosas and Cuauhtemoc Cortez. He

explained that La Casa de Pancho means

“The House of Poncho,” or “Poncho’s

House.”

“We looked at expanding to Bellevue

years ago, but did not find a good location

then,” said Martinez. “When this building

opened up, and we heard about the Off-

Shore project bringing more people to town,

we decided we should give it a try.”

Bellevue Realtor Steve Nemmers was

instrumental in bring La Casa de Pancho to

town. He had been encouraging them to

open a restaurant here for years.

“I went to Maquoketa and sat down with

Letica in-person one day, and I told them

they need to come to Bellevue,” said

Nemmers. 

“He was persistant,” said Martinez. “Now

here we are.”

La Casa de Pancho will feature the same

menu as the location in Maquoketa, and will

have a full-service bar, large screen televi-

sions and authentic Mexican decor.
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The Iowa Department of Natural

Resources will be hosting a Kids Fishing

Clinic in Bellevue during free fishing week-

end. The free event will be held at the

Bellevue Trout Pond by the Water Treatment

Plant on Sunday afternoon June 6 from 2 to 4

p.m.  Bait will be present and sponsored by

Big River Bait store and Hot dogs will be

served and they will be donated by Kalmes

Restaurant.    The clinic  will be sponsored

by the Izaak Walton League with help from

Jackson County Pheasants Forever and

Ducks Unlimited.   

Kids Fishing

Clinic set June 6
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SEE PAGE 10

The Bellevue Fire Department is cele-

brating its Sesquicentennial this year, as

the longtime organization was established

150 years ago in 1871. 

To celebrate the milestone community-

wide, members of the Bellevue Fire

Department are planning several events

throughout the year, beginning with a

Kick-Off celebration on Saturday, June 5

at Cole Park beginning at 3 p.m.  

Fire truck rides, bounce houses, kiddie

waterball fights, music, food and a movie

in the park will be available for all.

BFD 150th party
set at Cole Park

A representative from Jackson County Veterans

Affairs is at Bellevue American Legion Post 273

headquarters the first Wednesday of every

month from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Appointments are

strongly encouraged and can be made by calling

563-652-0070.

VETERANS AFFAIRS

Razor Ray’s Country Music Jam is back in

action at the Knights of Columbus Hall on

the corner of State and Second Streets in

Bellevue. The music will start playing again

on Wednesday, June 9 from 7 to 10 p.m.

Folks are welcome to come play, sing or lis-

ten. Everyone is welcome and bar and snacks

are available. For more information, call Ray

Theisen at 563-872-5055.

Country Music

back at KC Hall

La Casa de Pancho
Authentic Mexican restaurant to open in Bellevue
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When the big announcement came ear-

lier this year that the 2021 WMT Great

Eastern Iowa Tractorcade will make its

home base in Bellevue, Dave Scheckel

couldn’t have been happier.

The massive event, which usually

involves nearly 500 tractors and drivers,

along with hundreds more in terms of

family, friends and support staff, will stay

in Bellevue from June 6 to June 9. 

“I’ve been riding in the Tractorcade for

the past 20 years,” said Scheckel, who is

also a tractor restoration enthusiast. “I

usually drive a different tractor each

time.”

This year, Scheckel will be driving a

1973 International 1066 over the hills and

bluffs of Jackson County. “It will be nice

to have it all based out of Bellevue.”

In the daytime during the three-day out-

ing, the tractorcade will travel through

various routes in Jackson County, includ-

ing through Green Island, Sabula, Miles,

Tractorcade this weekend
2021 Eastern Iowa Tractorcade will be based in Bellevue

Continued on page 2

LA CASA DE PANCHO CO-OWNERS include Cuauhtemoc Cortez, Leticia Rosas and Adrian Martinez.

The fixtures and furniture have an

‘old Mexico’ theme.

The Bellevue Chamber is reminding

folks that tickets for the $15,000 cash

drawing for Heritage Days are now avail-

able at participating businesses. 

The big drawing will be held on

Sunday, July 4 right before the fireworks

display. Two more drawings will also be

held on July 4, one for $3,000 and anoth-

er for $1,000.

Heritage Days

raffle tickets


