
By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

Giant cranes, floating construction

barges and underwater divers were all a

part of the scene at Lock and Dam 12 dur-

ing the past few weeks, as the four miter

gates are being replaced at Lock and Dam

12. 

The project, which includes the gates,

pintle balls, strut arms and anchor bars,

comes at a cost of $3.69 million, according

to Army Corps of Engineers officials.

“The Rock Island District Mississippi

River Project has been in the process of

systematically replacing miter gates at all

of our Lock Sites for nearly the last 10

years,” said Bellevue Lockmaster John J.

Mueller, who added that the work at Lock

and Dam 12 will complete a long-term goal

of improving reliability at these critical

sites and will be accomplished with in-

house government employees and equip-

ment, including the Quad Cities’ Heavy

Lift Crane. 

The original gates were 85 years old and

were fabricated in place, meaning they

were custom-built for the site and weighed

90 tons. 

The new gates weighing in at 120 tons,

were fabricated in Alabama and shipped up

river. Along with the gates, the strut arms,

the anchor bars and pintle balls are also

being replaced.  

The strut arm is the connection between

the operating machinery and the gate, the

anchor bars are what connects the gate to

the lock wall and the pintle ball is on the

bottom of the lock chamber and that is

what the gate sits on. 

During the process, a 300-ton crane
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Bellevue American Legion Post #273

will host its annual Fall Fish Fry on Friday,

Oct. 18 from 4 to 7:30 p.m. 

Cost for the tasty deep-fried fish and all

the fixings is $10 for adults and $5 for

those age 12 and under. Carryouts are

available.

Bellevue PEO

to sell wreaths 
The PEO Chapter FL in Bellevue is

once again going to be selling wreaths

and garland for the holidays.  Due to the

number of people requesting last year,

the group will also be selling swags. The

deadline to order is October 31.

The PEO will also be at the Unwrap

the Magic of Christmas on November 30

to sell some if still available, as well as

the Festival of Trees on December 7 to

deliver products.

Lions Club .5K

race and chili
The Bellevue Lions Club is hosting a

race for people who hate running. It’s

called the ‘.5K. and will be held at Cole

Park.

The event will be held Saturday,

October 19 with registration starting at 5

p.m., and the race beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

A chili cook-off and football will be in

store for those who survive the race.

Fall Fish Fry at

Bellevue Legion

The Bellevue Chamber’s Christmas

Tour of Homes is set for Saturday, Dec. 7,

and chamber officials are seeking homes

to be added to the event. The chamber is

also seeking entries for the Festival of

Trees and Soup Cookoff (to be held the

same day). Please contact Carrie Weaver

at 563-872-5830 for more information.

CHAMBER NOTES

Halloween

events slated
The annual Rotary Halloween Parade will

be conducted at 3:15 p.m. on Sunday, Oct.

27, followed by the costume contest at the

Bellevue Elementary gymnasium.

Participants should note the parade route,

has been moved to Third Street instead of

Front Street

General Trick or Treating will take place

on the streets of Bellevue from 4:30 to 6:30

p.m. on the same day,

By NANCY MAYFIELD
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

The family of Drew Edwards is seeking

more information about the events sur-

rounding the 22-year-old man’s death in

Maquoketa during an altercation with city

and county law officers in which a taser

was used.

Cedar Rapids lawyer Dave O’Brien of

Dave O’Brien Law, P.C., is representing

the Edwards family in its effort to gain

access to documents, videos and other

materials that would provide more details

about how Edwards died while being taken

into custody shortly after 7 a.m. June 15 at

West Apple Street near downtown. 

Muscatine County Attorney Alan

Ostergren and the Iowa Department of

Criminal Investigation released findings

last week that concluded there was no evi-

dence of criminal conduct on the part of

Family seeks answers
Lawyer plans to conduct an independent probe of local death
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NEW MITER GATES
$3.7 million project underway at Lock and Dam 12

MIKE BACK OF BELLEVUE is an Army
Corps of Engineers diver who is on site assist-
ing with the underwater part of the installation.   

THE NEW GATES being installed at Lock and Dam 12 in Bellevue weigh 120 tons each. They replace the original 1930s gates.

Continued on page 9


