
By SARA MILLHOUSE
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

Jim Glass lives on 400th Avenue, “more

famously known as the Droessler addi-

tion,” he told Jackson County supervisors

July 9 as he asked for action on bringing a

public water source to the area.

Many people have houses on small plots

in the Droessler addition, located near

Bellevue. The waste from toilets in many

of those homes goes into septic systems

that are far too close to wells, raising the

risk of drinking water contamination.

Because these systems don’t meet code,

some property owners in the area now

can’t sell their property, residents said.

The city of Bellevue had hoped to fund a

public water supply to the area with

enough pressure and volume to support

firefighting. But a Community Block

Development Grant (CBDG) to fund the

project fell through, making it likely that

public water will come through a smaller

pipe that can’t support fire suppression.

Glass suggested that each property

owner pay a portion of the cost of bringing

water to the area. He thinks that a one-time

fee of $1,000 each could cover hookup

costs. 

“We must move forward on this issue,”

Glass said.
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BRIEFLY

TRUNK SHOW

SEE STORY ON PAGE 10

Registration 

set at Marquette

Chicken BBQ 

in Springbrook
Saints Peter and Paul Church of

Springbrook will host its annual Chicken

Barbecue on Sunday, July 21, with serv-

ing from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mass at the

church will precede the feed at 10:15

a.m., and will feature country gospel

singers Dennis Tebbe, Jim Sieverding,

Greg Sieverding, Lisa Schmidt, Peggy

Althaus and Sandy Manuel. Momma J

will also be performing. An auction will

take place at 1 p.m., and drawing for

prizes will take place at 6 p.m.

Continued on page 2

Registration for the 2019–20 school year

for all students attending Pre-Kindergarten

through 12th grade at Bellevue Community

Schools will be held Monday, July 29 and

Tuesday, July 30  from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at

Bellevue Community High School in the

commons area.  Please note that a parent

must be present to register students and for

students to receive schedules and room

assignments. 

Information on fees for instructional mate-

rials, athletic passes, and breakfast and lunch

can be accessed through the Bellevue

Community School District website at

www.bellevue.k12.ia.us (on the main page

please see 2019-2020 Back To School

Information). This information will be help-

ful, as all fees must be paid during the time

of registration. For questions, please contact

the school at 563-872-4001.

Pre K–12 registration for the 2019-2020

school year will take place on Tuesday, July

23 at Marquette Catholic Schools from 10

a.m. to noon, and again from 2:30 to 6:30

p.m, in the Marquette Education Center

(MEC). E-registration can be completed at

home prior to registration day. 

During registration, forms will be complet-

ed, class schedules (middle and high school

students) will be distributed, lunch accounts

will be set up and other school preparations

will be taken care of.  Additionally, student

athletes may complete their baseline concus-

sion screening.  Those with questions should

call the school office at 563-872-3356 or 563-

872-3284.

Registration 

set at Bellevue

Ski Bellevue will conduct a water ski

show on river on Saturday, July 20 at 4

p.m. All the action will take place south of

Lock and Dam 12 on Front Street in

Bellevue.                

SKI BELLEVUE SHOW

Water woes continue
Droessler residents may face monthly $100 water bill

Jail campaign heats up
Tours conducted while Farm Bureau remains skeptical crowd
By SARA MILLHOUSE
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

It’s difficult to fit 10 people on a tour

through the Jackson County Jail. The space

is nothing if not cramped, with hallways so

narrow you can touch the walls with out-

stretched elbows. 

“There’s not a lot of space back here…”

Chief Deputy Sheriff Steve Schroeder

explained as people toured the booking

area July 6. “It’s not safe. There’s not

enough room.”

None of the prisoners in the cell block

wants the bunk that is only about a foot

away from the toilet on the other side of

the doorless wall, jail officials said. Just

outside the cell block, a restraining chair is

tucked behind the open door to the Pepto-

Bismol-pink solitary confinement cell. 

Records are stored in totes under desks

in the booking area, and a whiff of mari-

juana leaks out through the evidence locker

in the squad room. On a humid July day,

the facility is hot and muggy, and even

with fans, smells linger and the air feels

stagnant.

Karl Lechtenberg of Bettendorf toured

the jail July 6. He said he’s been watching

the jail issue closely because his mother

lives near the current jail in Maquoketa.

Shirley Edwards Hampton, formerly of

Maquoketa, is president of the Iowa

Association of the Deaf. She also attended

a Saturday morning tour. 

“What access would there be for people

there who don’t have their hearing?” she

wondered of the proposed facility.

More than 100 total people toured the

jail July 6 and June 27. These tours are part

of a campaign in preparation for an Aug. 6

bond referendum that would fund a jail and

sheriff’s office about five times as large as

the current facility.

The bond referendum is not to exceed

$6.495 million, $600,000 less than an

August 2018 bond referendum that failed

to get the 60 percent voter approval needed

to pass.

In last year’s vote, more than 52 percent

of voters cast “yes” votes for a new jail. In

a frustrated meeting after the bond vote last

year, some Jackson County Jail Advisory

Board members blamed a last-minute Farm

Continued on page 11

ABOUT 100 PEOPLE toured the Jackson County Jail during open houses June 27 and July 6 in Maquoketa. The tours provided atten-
dees with a look at the size and condition of the facility ahead of a $6.495 million bond referendum vote to approve funds to build a new
jail and sheriff’s office Aug. 6. Above, Chief Deputy Steve Schroeder conducts one of the tours.


