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The Heritage Days Queen

Contest garnered just two entries

this year, so instead of holding

the traditional pageant, the two

have been named ‘Co-Queens’

of Heritage Days for 2019.

Graduating seniors of

Bellevue High School, Giana

Michels and Aubrie Hager will

be officially introduced and hon-

ored as Heritage Days

Co-Queens the evening

of Wednesday, July 3

at the big dance at Cole

Park, following the flag

burning at dusk.

The Queens will also

ride in the Grand

Heritage Days Parade

July 4 and will also

draw the winning tick-

et for the new car raf-

fle that evening. Each will

receive $750 in scholarship

money as well.

Giana Marie Michels, 18, is

the daughter of T.J. and Jennie

Michels, and a 2019 graduate of

Bellevue High School. She

plans to attend Clarke

University to study pre-med and

play college basketball.
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Giana Michels

FLAG DAY 2019

SEE STORY ON PAGE 12

Officials from the City of Bellevue are

reminding local citizens about a change in the

city’s fireworks ordinance that was approved

by the city council last fall. The new ordi-

nance states that fireworks can only be used

within the city limits from June 28 through

July 7 from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. On the day of

the Heritage Days fireworks display, however,

the time allowed changes from 9 a.m. to 11

p.m. Special permits for fireworks, however

may be granted by city officials, but an appli-

cation must be submitted. 

New fireworks
rules in effect

Blood drive 

slated in Sabula
Sabula will host a Community Blood

Drive Saturday, June 22 from 9 a.m. to

noon on Saturday, June 22 at 716 Pearl

Street, inside the Calvary Lutheran

Church Basement.

donors must be at least 17 years of age

and weigh more than 110 pounds. A photo

I.D. is required to donate.  

To donate, please contact  Sandra

Kempter at (563) 212-0518 or visit

www.bloodcenterimpact.org and use code

1201 to locate the drive.

ATV ordinance
is amended

La Motte Fire and Rescue will host its
annual Steak Fry on Saturday, June 15
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the La Motte Fire
Station. Ribeye and chicken to be served

LA MOTTE STEAK FRY

A newly amended ordiance concerning

ATV usage in Bellevue has been passed

by the Bellevue City Council.

Council members approved the first

reading of the ordinance, and waved the

second and third readings, so the new

ordinance goes into effect as of today.

For more information, see page 3 of

this week’s Herald-Leader.

The 26th annual Luxembourg Buffet will

take place Thursday, June 20 from 5 to 8

p.m. at the Kalmes Store in St. Donatus.

The event is sponsored by the St. Donatus

Luxembourg Heritage Society and will fea-

ture weiner schnitzel, tripen, homemade

noodles, potato pancakes, homemade bread,

jam and dessert.

Historical Luxembourg displays will also

be available for perusal. For reservations,

call 563-773-2480 or 563-872-3378.

Luxembourg

Buffet June 20

STAFF REPORT
special to the Herald-Leader

Jackson County Sheriff Russ Kettmann

said Friday his department had destroyed

body camera footage from a police call

involving assistant county attorney

Amanda Lassance even though it was the

subject of an open records request filed

under Iowa’s public records law.

The footage in question, recorded by

Jackson County Deputy Chad Roeder’s

body camera early in the morning April

6, captured some of the conversations

that took place after police responded to

an emergency call from the roadside

along U.S. Highway 61 near Welton. The

call began when Lassance’s boyfriend,

Nick Shannon, called police and reported

that he and Lassance were stopped along

the highway, that they had been drinking,

and that she had attacked him.

The Maquoketa Sentinel-Press filed its

first formal request for body camera

footage under Iowa Code Chapter 22

April 18. Kettmann responded to that

request April 25 and offered to allow a

reporter to view 5 minutes and 34 sec-

onds of footage from Roeder’s body cam-

era at the sheriff’s office with him and

Chief Deputy Steve Schroeder present.

Kettmann and Schroeder told the

Sentinel-Press it could come back and

view the footage whenever it liked.
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When it comes to summertime in the

Bellevue area, it doesn’t get much better

than taking in the local rodeo, which is

slated this year for June 20 through June

22.

In fact, the Jackson County Pro Rodeo

is ranked as one of the top five small

rodeos in the United States by the

Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association

(PRCA) and people from across the

Midwest come to enjoy the unique three-

day event, which is filled with cowboys,

cowgirls, food, music and wholesome

fun.

The Pro Rodeo runs for three evenings

at the Bellevue Horsemen’s Club arena

and grounds west of Bellevue just off

Bellevue-Cascade Road. Gates open at 5

p.m. each evening with rodeo action

beginning at 7:30 p.m.

This year, the rodeo is celebrating its

Lassance
video
destroyed
by county
officials
Freedom of information
expert says attorney
general should investigate

Three-day Jackson County Pro Rodeo
action is next week at Horsemen’s Club

Continued on page 10

THE 2019 JACKSON COUNTY PRO RODEO, gets underway next Wednesday night with
the official Kick-Off Party, followed by three nights of extreme rodeo action.

Continued on page 17

Heritage Days Co-Queens
Michels, Hager named 2019 Independence Day Royalty

Continued on page 2

Rodeo Time

Aubrie Hager


