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BRIEFLY

Bus trip to Iowa
Hawkeyes game
Iowa Hawkeye fans have the opportuni-

ty to take a special bus trip to a Hawkeye

basketball game versus Illinois on

Sunday, Feb. 2. 

The event, which is a fundraiser for

Cole Park, will cost $52 per person and

includes bus fee and game ticket (section

DD, rows 37-40).

Folks on the trip will depart from the

lower level of the Bellevue Senior Center

at 9 a.m. sharp on Feb. 2. The big game

starts at noon. 

For more information, contact Abbey

Skrivseth at Bellevue City Hall, 563-872-

4456.

There are a lot of Chicago Cubs fans in

Bellevue, but watching the Cubs games

on television during the upcoming 2020

season may wind up costing fans a bit

more.

This is because the Cubs are starting

their own television network called

‘Marquee Sports.’  The network will go

live in February of 2020, and the only

way to see all the games (except for those

nationally broadcast on Fox Sports) is for

Bellevue Cable to carry the new channel,

as there will be no way to stream the

baseball games either.

As a result, the City of Bellevue is ask-

ing customers to take a special survey

concerning the new channel. The survey,

which is printed on page 3 of today’s

Bellevue Herald-Leader, can be filled out

and dropped off at Bellevue City Hall.

Take the Cubs

channel survey

CITY RIVALRY

SEE SPORTS ON PAGES 10 & 11

Marquette Catholic High School will

celebrate its 2020 Homecoming this

weekend with a variety of events. The

annual Homecoming games versus

Calamus-Wheatland will take place at 6

p.m., with the junior varsity game begin-

ning at 4:30 p.m. The Homecoming Court

will be announced between varsity

games, with a dance routine at halftime of

the boys game. This year, members of

Marquette’s 1963 Fall State Baseball

team will also be honored. 

On Saturday, an alumni basketball and

volleyball tournaments will get underway

at 8 a.m. Mass will be held at 4:15 p.m. at

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, with pho-

tos, dinner and a dance at the Off Shore

Events Center in the evening. A hypnotist

show will take place at 10:30 p.m. For a

salute to the teams, see page 20 of today’s

Herald-Leader.

Homecoming
at Marquette By DAVID NAMANNY

Bellevue Herald-Leader

After mourning for the past two months,

some closure may have finally arrived for a

Bellevue family, as a subject from

Dubuque was arrested last week in connec-

tion with the death of a young woman and

her unborn child. 

John Hoffmann, age 69 of Dubuque, was

charged with vehicular homicide for

allegedly driving while intoxicated when

he caused a head-on collision that killed 20

year-old Hannah Ruggeberg of Bellevue,

who was 28 weeks pregnant at the time.

Hoffman faces charges of homicide by

vehicle, nonconsensual termination of a

human pregnancy and serious injury by

Homicide by vehicle charges
Dubuque man arrested in connection with Ruggeberg death

Continued on page 14

MAYOR PETE IN JACKSON COUNTY

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

The news landscape in Bellevue was

positive in several aspects during 2019,

with local sports teams earning state berths,

new pop-up shops opening and new city

infrastructure going online. At the same

time, it was somewhat marred with murder

trials, fatal accidents, lawsuits and two

failed bond referendums.

The following is a brief look at some of

the top headlines in the Bellevue Herald-

Leader during the past 12 months.

JANUARY 2019

Bellevue Mercantile opens

It was an exciting time for Taylor

Cummings in January 2019, as she official-

ly opened her new store, Bellevue

Mercantile Friday, Jan 11.

The new ‘pop-up business’ which started

in the back of an old delivery truck a year

earlier, now has a brick and mortar retail

space on the corner of Riverview and

Market Streets. Inside patrons will find a

wealth of interesting items from homemade

candles and scented wax, to jewelry, signs

and t-shirts to vintage and antique col-

lectibles.

“We can offer each other’s products and

exchange ideas and events to help every-

one,” said Cummings, a 2002 graduate of

Bellevue High School and 2010 graduate

of Clarke University with a degree in fine

arts and graphic design. “We hope this can

be the start of something new that will

bring more people to show in this beautiful

river town.”

Chronology 2019
The top local news stories of the past 12 months noted

Continued on page 2

PETE BUTTIGIEG, THE MAYOR of South Bend, Indiana, and Democratic presidential
hopeful, spoke for about 45 minutes in front of a packed gymnasium at Maquoketa Middle
School Monday, Dec. 30. He discussed his stance on climate control, school safety, gun
safety, increased employee pay, and government redistricting, among other topics.
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Arrest
made 
in Miles
robbery

By SARA MILLHOUSE
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

The Miles Mini-Mart was robbed at

knifepoint Saturday night. Police

arrested a neighbor, Garry Evilsizer,

about 24 hours later.

Evilsizer is charged with second-

degree robbery, a Class C felony, as

well as driving without a license.

At about 8:04 p.m. Saturday night,

a man walked into the gas station and

demanded cash from the clerk, while

holding her at knifepoint.

On Sunday at about 8:58 p.m., four

officers stopped a red Kia at the inter-

section of Adams Street and Section

Neighbor Evilsizer
arrested 24 hours
after armed incident

Continued on page 14


