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The recent news features on ice harvest-

ing on the river in Bellevue have sparked a

few fond memories of a couple Bellevue

men.

Gerald Koppes and Larry Michels, who

are both now in their 80s, were children in

the 1940s and 1950s, but were front and

center in terms of both ice harvesting and

fishing here in Bellevue back in the day.

The men brought down to the newspaper

office a few items from their boyhoods that

they purchased with money they made on

the river decades ago.

Michels brought a .22 caliber rifle he

still has that he purchased from Gib Tebler

at the old Western Auto Store in Bellevue.

“When I was growing up in 1950, there

was an Ice House between where the new

brewery is going to be and where the new

chamber building is, down over the bank.

It was built of rough lumber, and used saw-

dust for an insulator,” recalled Michels.
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The Bellevue City Council last week

agreed to allow a committee to be

formed in the effort to build a new

municipal swimming pool in town.

The current pool at Cole Park, while

closed this summer due to the Covid-19

pandemic, is still operational. However,

it was constructed in 1965 and its age

and small size are prompting an effort to

build a new aquatic complex. 

No numbers were mentioned, but with

the cost being in the millions of dollars

for such a project, a public bond referen-

dum would need to be conducted before

any new pool becomes a reality. 

The two most recent referendums to

build a new municipal pool in Bellevue
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Officials from the City of Bellevue are

reminding local citizens about the city’s

fireworks ordinance that was approved by

the city council.

The ordinance states that fireworks can

only be used within the city limits from

June 29 through July 7 from 9 a.m. to 10

p.m. On the day of the Heritage Days

fireworks display, which has been can-

celled this year due to Covid-19 the time

allowed changes from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Special permits for fireworks, however

may be granted by city officials, but an

application must be submitted.

Fireworks rules
in Bellevue
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The Bellevue Public Library is going

ahead with its annual Summer Reading

program with a few changes. Parents will

need to call the library at 872-4991 to

register their child, but instead of having

the children come into the library, staff

will put their books in a bag with their

name on them and put them on the bench

outside the front of the library.  

Library Summer

Reading Program

The City of Bellevue is conducting

another can and bottle drive to purchase

and plant new trees in Riverview Park

along the river.

Nearly 200 trees were taken down year

to date, city and private, due to the emer-

ald ash borer. 

Those who wish to drop off redeemable

containers may do so at the corner of

Second Street and High Street, right

behind the Bellevue Municipal Utilities

Power Plant.

Nickel cans or plastic bottles in bags, as

well as nickel glass bottles in boxes and

containers will be accepted. No garbage

or trash please.

Can and bottle
drive underway

Continued on page 20
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Marquette Golf

Outing is July 11
Marquette Catholic Schools is hosting

its 2020 Golf Outing fundraiser on

Saturday, July 11 at the Bellevue Golf

Club. Tee times start at 11 a.m. It will be a

four-person best shot affair, with nine

holes played. Dinner tickets will be given

to use at the Magic of Children meal,

which will take place at the Marquette

Trinity Center that same evening from 4 to

6 p.m.  Cost for golf is $200 per team, and

those who would like to sponsor a hole

should call the school at 563-872-3356. 

OFFICIALS ARE ANNOUNCING A NEW BELLEVUE ARTS COUNCIL EVENT, the
Mini Spring Art Art Event - Virtual Art Show, that can be viewed on the local Bellevue
cable TV channel 40 every Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday through July 4 at 2 p.m.
Above is a photo of a painting by retired art teacher and Bellevue Arts Council founder
Dave Eischeid that will be featured in the virtual event. What makes this event differ-
ent in character is that technology is the primary method of presenting and viewing the
show and its artworks. It is presented through the work of Joannie Kilburg, who col-
lected the 15 artworks, then organized all into a presentation, along with an overview
of the Bellevue Art Council's history and mission in the community.  “This is a new and
innovative approach to display our local artwork for people in the community to enjoy
from the comfort of their own homes and perhaps purchase if they so desire,” said
Eischeid. “We encourage everyone to come be a part of a new approach (hopefully
temporary) to fine art in Bellevue.”

VIRTUAL ART SHOW Group will

be formed

to explore

options for

new pool
Previous referendums
for a new pool failed 
in 2004 and 2006

Growing up along the river
Koppes and Michels take a walk down memory lane

BELLEVUE FRIENDS Larry Michels (left) and Gerald Koppes (right) recently brought in
some memories of their childhood as they did some unique jobs to earn money along the
river in Bellevues back in the 1940s and 1950s. Michels, for example, sold worms to buy
his first .22 caliber rifle, which he still has.
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