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WILD RIDE New
JCRHC
moves
forward
Board signs to buy
land for new site

By SARA MILLHOUSE
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

County supervisors voted not to back a

loan to fund development at Prairie Creek

Recreation Area last week. 

After the meeting, Jackson County

Conservation Board members said they will

have to “get creative” if they hope to fund

cabins and a campground on the former

Robert Martin property southeast of

Maquoketa.

More than 20 people crowded into the

supervisors’ small board room Tuesday,

rubbing elbows as they spoke for and

against the proposal. More people stood in

the hallway.

The development would have required

the county general fund to act as a co-sign-

er on a loan for up to $2.5 million from

Northland Securities. The county would

have been responsible for making a

$130,000 loan payment each year for 20

years. Repayment would have come from

Conservation’s park usage fees, including

the rentals of four cabins and more than 50

campsites, as well as other Conservation-

run recreation areas in the county.

County supervisors Mike Steines and

Jack Willey voted against the proposal,

while supervisor Larry McDevitt voted in

favor of it.

Willey said he wasn’t opposed to the

project, just the “aggressiveness” of the

project, he said. 

“Taxpayers are very concerned about

backing the $2.5 million loan. … I’m just

so concerned about the $2.5 million loan

and generating the revenue to pay the bill,”

Willey said.

Steines worried about the expensive

maintenance that offsets revenues from the

county’s current campgrounds along the

Mississippi and said that some expenses,

such as cabin housekeeping, weren’t

accounted for in projections.

McDevitt, who also sits on the

BELLEVUE FIRST-GRADE TEACHER Emily Reeg drives to the hoop on the back of a
donkey for two points during the Dairyland Donkeyball Basketball exhibition game last
Saturday night at the Bellevue High School. The event, which drew 600 people, raised
over $5,000 and was sponsored by the Bellevue High School Student Council.

Continued on page 12

The Bellevue Community School

District is hosting a tour of the Bellevue

Elementary building on Monday, March

18 at 6:30 p.m. for the Bellevue

Community Club members and any other

community members interested in taking

a tour. 

Both during and after the tour, there

will be an opportunity to ask questions

and share comments about a proposed

new $14.5 million Bellevue Elementary

building located near the Bellevue Middle

School/High School.  

Tours of old
elementary set

The Bellevue and Sabula Chapter of

Ducks Unlimited will host a Waterfowl

Hunters Party on Friday, March 15, begin-

ning at 5:30 p.m. at Horizon Hall in

Bellevue.  

All you can eat fish sandwiches, burgers,

brats and hot dogs will be served, along with

side dishes and two drink tickets. Guns,

decoys, games and a silent auction are all

part of the event. Those who wear camo will

be entered into a gun drawing.

For more information or tickets, call Jesse

Kilburg at 563-590-2455 or Bud Schroeder

at 563-542-0454.

2019 Waterfowl
Hunters Party

St. Catherine’s Parish will host a

Chicken Dinner, featuring chicken by

Kalmes Catering, salad and dessert bar on

Sunday, March 31 from 10:30 a.m. to 3

p.m.

The event will take place at Happy’s

Place, 2323 Rockdale Road, Dubuque.

Games, a bake sale and raffle prizes will

also be part of the fun. 

For more information or advance tick-

ets, call 563-556-6880. Take outs and

drive up service available by calling 563-

451-6082 in advance.

St. Catherine
Chicken Dinner

The Jackson County ATV Club will

host an ATV Safety Meeting at the

Hurstville Interpretive Center on

Wednesday, March 20 at 6:30 p.m.

A representative from the State OHV

UTV Commission will give a presenta-

tion on proper operations of all-terrain

vehicles.

ATV Safety
Meeting slated

County nixes $2.5 million loan 
Other funding will be needed to develop Prairie Creek 

By KELLY GERLACH
for the Bellevue Herald-Leader

The county hospital board has signed

the requisite paperwork to buy property

for the new hospital and set its tax levy

for the upcoming year.

The Jackson County Regional Heath

Center Board of Trustees approved the

purchase of about 25.8 acres of land

from the Loren Lubben Revocable Trust

Feb. 26. The property is located on the

south end of 17th Street near Prairie

Creek Golf Course and Wal-Mart, south

of Maquoketa.

The board paid about $683,859, or

$26,500 per acre, for the land. The hos-

pital board already paid about $70,000

of that, according to the hospital’s attor-

ney, Steve Kahler.

The final step in the purchase process,

Kahler said, is receipt of a letter of

acknowledgement from the Iowa

Secretary of State’s Office. He said the

letter, which is a formality, should arrive

within a week.

JCRHC will take possession of the

property by mid-March and has been

granted early access to it to conduct pre-

liminary construction work.

The Maquoketa City Council a week
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