
Local board members of the youth

Philanthropy Board in Jackson County

(PBnJ) have begun accepting grant appli-

cations for special funding. PBnJ will

award $2,500 to strengthen and grow the

programs of youth-serving nonprofit

organizations in the county. 

The applications and guidelines are

available online at dbqfoundation.org/

CFJC. Applications are due Jan. 31, 2020. 

Time to apply 
for PBnJ grants
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The 2020 Bellevue Community Club

Youth Basketball Tournament for boys

and girls in grades 3-8 will take place

soon. 

The tournament for grades 3rd through

6th will be held Feb. 22, while the tour-

nament for grades 7 and 8 will take place

Feb. 23. 

For more information, or to get signed

up, contact  T.J. Michels at 563-219-

0246 or travis_michels @yahoo.com.

Youth basketball

Tournament set

Jackson County Farm Bureau will be

sponsoring a public legislative forum on

Saturday, January 18 at Maquoketa City

Hall, 201 E. Pleasant St., Maquoketa

beginning at 9 a.m.  District 29 State

Senator Carrie Koelker and District 58

Representative Andy McKean will be in

attendance. Issues being debated in the

2020 Iowa Legislature will be discussed.

This forum will be a Live Broadcast on

Channel 18, City of Maquoketa's Local

Access TV Station. The doors will open

at 8:30 a.m.

Legislative

Forum Jan. 18

IOWA COURAGE

SEE EDITORIAL ON PAGE 4

The junior parents of Bellevue High

School are hosting a Trivia Night to raise

funds for this year’s After Prom activi-

ties.

The event will take place Saturday,

Feb. 1 in the lower level of the Bellevue

American Legion Hall on Market Street.

Doors open at 6 p.m. and the trivia games

begin at 7 p.m. Extra points will be

awarded for the best dressed players and

best-themed table. 

Cost is $100 per table for up to an 8-

person team. Contact Stephanie Penniston

at 563-340-4528 to enter a team. Space is

limited.

BHS Trivia
Night for prom

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

There’s probably still a few folks in

Bellevue who still remember the old ice

house and ice harvesting operation on

North Riverview, which operated from

the early 1900s through the early 1950s.

Longtime residents will most likely

recall when large chucks of ice were

hauled to their homes to keep the food

cold, before everyone had refrigerators.

Even in the late 1940s and early 1950s

(even though refrigerators were com-

mon), many homes in Bellevue did not

have one.

Today, remnants of the former ice har-

vesting operation still remain on North

Riverview across the road from the

Bellevue Municipal Power Plant, includ-

ing an underground tunnel underneath

Highway 52, which was used to transport

large chunks of ice to the old ice house

above. 

According to old excerpts from the

Bellevue Herald and Bellevue Leader

newspapers, the first mention of ice har-

vesting in Bellevue appeared in the

newspapers around 1880, and the ice

house operation on Riverview appears to

have officially opened around 1900, as

this small article in the January, 16, 1900

issue of the Bellevue Herald indicates.

Council
floats
housing
rehab
program
CDBG funding
could help fix up
older homes
By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

Members of the Bellevue City Council

last week discussed possible funding to

support a housing rehabilitation program

via a Community Development Block

Grant (CDBG) administered through the

Iowa Economic Development

Authority’s Housing Rehabilitation

Fund.

This, after the city’s Housing Task

Force recommended that the council

consider the program. Members say that

with Bellevue’s aging housing stock, 32

homes in the south central part of the

city have been identified as potential

candidates for the program.

Bellevue City Clerk and

Administrator Abbey Skrivseth

explained that the CDBG funding is a

competitive grant, and the process would

require an income survey for those inter-

ested.   She added that 12 interested

properties would be selected, but only

six properties would be awarded the

grant. 

Bellevue
Ice Harvest
Once a thriving winter industry

Continued on page 10

Bus trip to Iowa
Hawkeyes game
Iowa Hawkeye fans have the opportu-

nity to take a special bus trip to a

Hawkeye basketball game versus Illinois

on Sunday, Feb. 2. 

The event, which is a fundraiser for

Cole Park, will cost $52 per person and

includes bus fee and game ticket (sec-

tion DD, rows 37-40).

Folks on the trip will depart from the

lower level of the Bellevue Senior

Center at 9 a.m. sharp on Feb. 2. The big

game starts at noon. 

For more information, contact Abbey

Skrivseth at Bellevue City Hall, 563-

872-4456.Continued on page 10

CUTTING AND STORING LARGE CHUNKS

of the frozen Mississippi River was a common
scene in Bellevue from the late 1800s all the
way to the 1950s. Ice was stored and sold to
residents for ice boxes and meat lockers and
businesses across the area. In this old photo-
graph, workers are shown on the bank at
North Riverview as they cut ice and move 
it via conveyer that lifted the massive 
ice blocks up and under the road way. 
The blocks were stored in layers of 
sawdust for insulation and were 
eventually cut or reduced to 
refrigerator-size blocks 
and delivered to 
households. 
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