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Virtual program

for Senior Center

Recycle holiday
lights in Bellevue

The Jackson County Energy District is

again partnering with the Friends of

Jackson County Conservation in holiday

light recycling. 

Drop off your old lights at the recycling

box at the Hurstville Interpretive Center or

at the Bellevue Public Works area next to

the glass recycling container. 

And be sure to replace old bulbs with

LED bulbs. They save money and energy,

burn at lower temperatures (cool to the

touch), last longer (rated up to 100,000

hours), and come in both “warm” and

“cool” varieties. 

Last year, 150 pounds of old bulbs were

collected and properly recycled. 

Last Tuesday night’s winter storm

dumped a foot of snow on Bellevue and

the surrounding area last week.

The storm officially deposited 7.4 inch-

es on Dubuque, as Lock and Dam No. 11

reported 7 inches. Other area snowfall

totals ranged from 4 inches in Elkader,

Iowa, and Prairie du Chien, Wis., to 11.5

inches in the area of Maquoketa, Iowa,

and 12 inches at Bellevue (Iowa) Lock

and Dam No. 12.

Jackson County Engineer David Dryer

said plow crews dealt with 10 or more

inches of snow during the course of the

storm.

Another round of snow and ice arrived

last Friday, Jan. 1. The New Year’s Day

storm resulted in an additional 1.5 inches

of snow, along with ice preceding it.

Over a foot of
snow falls here

The Northeast Iowa Area Agency on

Aging has announced that the Fresh

Conversations Program that was held

before COVID-19 closed the Bellevue

Senior Center, has gone virtual.

The Fresh Conversations Program will

be held via Zoom the second Tuesday of

each month at 11 a.m.

Fresh Conversations is a free nutrition

education program designed to support

healthy aging and independence. 

Each month, current nutrition and health

topics, low-cost healthy recipes, and new

ways to stay active and independent are

discussed and demonstrated. To join the

program on January 12 at 11 a.m., please

call Colleen Lawler at 563-380-3239

before January 11.

YEARS AGO

SEE RE-CAP ON PAGE 9

By DAVID NAMANNY
Bellevue Herald-Leader

In what seemed to be one of the

strangest, (and perhaps one of the dead-

liest) years in recent modern memory, the

year 2020 will be remembered, discussed

and written about for generations to come.

With a global pandemic in the midst of

one of the most contentious Presidential

elections in history - all combined with

social distancing rules, face masks and var-

ious quarantines and lockdowns, it felt to

many that the world had been turned

upside-down.

Here in Bellevue (and Iowa in general),

it was perhaps a bit more normal than

many of the other giant metropolitan areas

on the east and west coasts, as Bellevue’s

two K-12 schools reopened in the fall after

being closed in the spring, even though the

pandemic continued with rising and falling

case numbers depending on the week or

month.

In the meantime, there were socially-dis-

tanced graduation ceremonies, teacher

parades and fire truck birthday drive-bys. 

Starting in mid-March, most restaurants

had temporarily closed, as did local gov-

ernment buildings, including Bellevue City

Hall and the Bellevue Public Library.

Major events and fundraisers large and

small were canceled or postponed, includ-

ing the Jackson County Pro-Rodeo and

Bellevue Heritage Days. Fish frys were

also taboo, and folks started going to

church on their phones and laptops instead

of in-person.

In the beginning, mask wearing was not

encouraged or even mandated. Then, in the

2020

Continued on page 2

The Year
in Review

THE EASTER BUNNY hitched a ride around Bellevue on the back of an old Bellevue Fire Department truck last April in an effort to keep
children and families safe during the Covid-19 pandemic, as the annual Easter Egg Hunt at Cole Park was cancelled. Below are scenes
from the 2020 graduation parade and fire truck birthday drive-bys, as the pandemic created many unique and strange moments.


