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SPORTS: What might have been for Baldwin-Woodville spring sports P9

BA L DW I N

   JASON SCHULTE | BALDWIN BULLETIN

King Field was lighted Friday night in support of #BeTheLightWI campaign to support high school 
student athletes. 

B-W joins the #BeTheLightWI 
campaign 

BY JASON SCHULTE
BALDWIN BULLETIN 

King Field was lit up Friday night. 
No, it wasn’t because of a football game. 
Baldwin-Woodville was one of many 

schools throughout the state to participate 
in the #BeTheLightWI campaign to spread 
hope and support for high school student 
athletes, unsure if they’re careers are done 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The campaign called for stadium lights 
at high school facilities to be turned on. 
Baldwin-Woodville had theirs turned 
on starting at 8 p.m., and it lasted for 20 
minutes. 

Wisconsin Sports Network spearheaded 
the campaign and announcing it described 
it “to let your students, especially the 
student-athletes and others participating 
in all forms of extra-curricular activities, 
know that you are thinking of them, you are 
supporting them, and you will be there for 
them when they return.”

The idea was introduced earlier this 
month in Wisconsin and more than 200 
schools have already participated or 
pledged to participate. Area schools besides 
B-W include Chippewa Falls, Cumberland, 
Durand, Elmwood, Hudson, New Richmond, 
Plum City, Rice Lake, River Falls, St. Croix 
Falls and Somerset. 

B-W voters pass 
referendum, meaning 

new pool on its way 
BY JASON SCHULTE
BALDWIN BULLETIN 

The pool is com-
ing back to the 
Baldwin-Woodville 
School District. 

Monday’s election 
results from the ref-
erendum, which in-
cluded construction 
of a new pool with a 
dome and refurbish-
ing athletic facilities, 
had a final total of 
1,793 ‘yes’ votes to 703 
‘no’ votes

The referendum 
received strong sup-
port in the village 
of Baldwin, where 
the tally was 788-230 
in favor. Village of 
Woodville voters 
were also strong sup-
porters as 231 voted 
‘yes’ to 61 ‘no’.

The athletic facil-
ities include a field 
turf at King Field, 
addition of two lanes 
around the running 
track and remodel-
ing and renovating 
the baseball field. 

Proponents of the 
pool touted the dome 

as an opportunity to 
be used year-round 
for 

more community 
and therapeutic uses. 

The total cost of 
the referendum 
is $12.5 million. 
Because of existing 
debt expiring, the 
cost to the resident 
will be zero. 

IN OTHER ELECTION 
RESULTS: 

Baldwin Village 
Board 

Matt Knegendorf 
and Chad Wernlund 
are returning to the 
Baldwin Village 
Board. 

The pair generated 
the most votes as 
Knegendorf finished 
with 614 and Wer-
nlund with 554. 

They are going 
to be joined by 
newcomer Austin 
Van Someren, who 
finished third with 
530. 

Van Someren, for 
all intense purposes, 
will be replacing 
Lisa Knutson, who 

resigned from the 
Board in December 
as she moved out of 
the Village. 

Tracey Robinson 
was fourth with 

First COVID-19 case 
appears at Western 

Wisconsin Health 
BY JASON SCHULTE 
BALDWIN BULLETIN 

In an email to staff and selected individuals, Western 
Wisconsin Health CEO Alison Page announced Saturday 
afternoon it had its first positive test result for COVID-19.

“The person was tested at our drive through testing site,” 
Page said in the email.

Page explained the process after the positive confirmation. 
“We test people and provide results,” she said Monday. 

“We then notify the person who is tested and the county. The 
person who is tested then notifies his/her employer. The 
county conducts the contact investigation.” 

As of Sunday, all inpatients along with Western Wisconsin 
Health employees test results’ have come back negative. No 
information was received from the County before the print 
deadline.

Village Board denies insurance claims 
but not without some debate

BY JASON SCHULTE
BALDWIN BULLETIN

The April 8 meeting for the 
Baldwin Village Board was a 
first on multiple occasions. 

First, due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, the meeting was held 
remotely and not in person. 

Secondly, what was seen a 
traditional rubber stamp item 
on an agenda — denying of an 
insurance claim — turned into 
anything but. 

Lloyd and Joanne Doornink 
explained they had sewer back-
up to their house at 710 Park 
Street last month. The Doorn-
inks submitted the claim, said 
to be $13,000, to the Village’s 
insurance agent and they rec-

ommended to the Board, that it 
be denied. 

Village Attorney Paul Mahler 
stated according to the laws in 
Wisconsin, “Villages aren’t re-
sponsible for claims” like these. 

However, where things got 
complicated was this wasn’t the 
Doornink’s fault. Brad Boldt, 
Public Works Street Lead, told 
the Board upon investigating 
the back-up, they believed it 
came from industrial white 
cloths that weren’t supposed 
to be flushed compared to the 
disposable ones. 

“This a catch-22,” said trustee 
Lance Van Damme. “It wasn’t 
our fault, but it was in our 
pipes. I don’t want to pay, but I 
feel responsible.”

Village Administrator/
Clerk-Treasurer Tracy Carlson 
reminded the Board, if they 
don’t deny this claim, prece-
dent will be set. 

Public Works Director John 
Traxler chimed in saying, he 
doesn’t remember the Village 
paying any claims. 

“Someone should be respon-
sible,” Lloyd added. “There 
were no weather conditions, no 
blockage…I don’t think I should 
be held responsible.”

When asked how bad it was, 
he replied, carpet was taken 
out of three rooms and it was a 
stinky mess. 

Board trustee Duane Russett 

   SUBMITTED

Matt Knegendorf

   SUBMITTED

Austin Van Someren

SEE VOTERS, PAGE 2 

SEE VILLAGE BOARD, PAGE 16 


