
Berndt calls being named 
Valedictorian an honor 

BY JASON SCHULTE
BALDWIN BULLETIN 

Elizabeth Berndt’s high school years ended 
when Governor Tony Evers extended the Safera-
tHome order through June 30. 

Yet, the Baldwin-Woodville High School 2020 
graduate isn’t ready to say goodbye. 

“I don’t feel like I am done with high school 
yet,” she explained. “It’s hard to believe I’m not 
coming back here next year. I am also worried 
that college will need to be online for the fall 
semester, so I don’t want to get my hopes up yet. 
There is a lot of uncertainty, so for me, it has 
been hard to get into the college mindset.” 

Berndt, like the rest of Class of 2020, have 
their seen worlds turn upside down due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Baldwin-Woodville School District was 
first called off March 18, like the rest of the pub-
lic schools in the state. 

“On my last day, I knew I wouldn’t be coming 
back,” she said. “Had I known that, I would’ve 
taken more time to soak it in and say goodbye.  
“The day-to-day shenanigans definitely have 
more meaning now – they’re what I miss most! 
I miss seeing my classmates and friends and 
joking around with them in class and at lunch. 
There are a lot of things that I didn’t realize I 
would miss until now, and I wish I had recog-
nized that before leaving.” 

When college does start for Berndt, the daugh-
ter of Troy and Autumn, it will be at the College 
of St. Scholastica to study nursing. 

“I have always wanted to do something in 
the health care industry, and I figured nursing 
would be a good fit for me,” she said. “My mom 
is a nurse, so I’ve gotten to learn a lot about what 
she does. I also appreciate that there are lots of 
areas within nursing that I could go into. 
“(St. Scholastica) has an excellent nursing pro-
gram, which was my main reason for choosing 
it. I have also spent a lot of time in Duluth and 

have always loved it. It is a beautiful area, so 
that was one draw for me. My sister (Emma) also 
goes to St. Scholastica and she loves it. Knowing 
that she likes it makes me feel confident I will fit 
in there.” 

Berndt is coming to St. Scholastica as valedic-
torian, which is something, she is proud of. 

“To be named valedictorian now is such an 
honor to me, and I feel very blessed,” she said. “It 
is very rewarding after all of my hard work, and 
I am very thankful.

“I remember learning what a valedictorian 
was when I was in elementary school and think-
ing that it was such an unattainable thing and 
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Elizabeth Berndt 

Meyer receives Order of Towman award 
BY JASON SCHULTE 
BALDWIN BULLETIN 

For the second straight 
year, Glenn Meyer of Day and 
Nite Towing in Baldwin, was 
inducted into the Order of 
Towman by American Tow-
man Magazine. 

He received The Cross of the 
Order, a Maltese Cross with a 
unique towing icon sculpted 
inside. It’s awarded to a towing 
professional for their dedica-
tion to the towing trade and for 
serving the community. 

Meyer was nominated by 
Gary Newton, Baldwin United 
Fire and Rescue Chief, for 

“showing extreme dedication 
to the towing trade and the 
community you serve”. Meyer 
explained the nomination was 
due to a car rollover on Inter-
state-94. 

The Cross of the Order 
depicts a hand pulling back an 
arrow from a bow, the bottom 
of the bow is in the shape of a 
tow hook being grabbed by an-
other hand. Beside it is a Latin 
inscription, “Intendo Fidelis,” 
which means, “Aim True.” 

Meyer has owned Day and 
Nite Towing for 20 years and 
has had a target area as far as 
Minneapolis to Eau Claire. 

“People don’t realize the 

danger you put into this job,” 
Meyer explained. “There are 
cars going at 70 miles per hour 
and one little inattention to 
detail and someone could get 
hurt or killed. 

“It’s a hazardous occupa-
tion.”

Meyer is well aware as west-
ern Wisconsin towers know 
the story of Nate Walsh. Walsh 
was working for Jerry’s Tow-
ing when he was struck and 
killed by a passing motorist 
while working on a disabled 
vehicle near River Falls in 
October 2014. 

The result of Walsh’s tragic 
death was a greater push of the 

“Move Over Law”, in which 
to help safeguard law enforce-
ment officers, emergency 
responders, road maintenance 
workers, and others who work 
on the side of the highways. 
The law requires drivers to 
shift lanes or slow down in 
order to provide a “safety 
zone” for vehicles, including 
tow trucks, that are stopped 
on the side of the road with its 
warning lights flashing.  

“It’s been better,” Meyer said, 
since the push, “But we still 
have a long ways to go.”  In 
2018, Meyer was nominated 
by Darren Krueger, Baldwin 
Police Chief. 
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Glenn Meyer receiving the American 
Towman award.

Making sure everyone’s 
getting food

School District has seen lunch meal 
program grown since closure 

BY JASON SCHULTE
BALDWIN BULLETIN 

When public schools closed across Wisconsin due to 
COVID-19, all school districts like Baldwin-Woodville scram-
bled to make sure students could still get lunches. 

“We were in uncharted territory,” said Food Service Direc-
tor Grace Poliak. “All food service staff wanted to help out.”

Thanks to assistance from the Department of Public 
Instruction and CESA-11, B-W qualified for a Summer Meal 
program, in which anyone under the age of 18 in the District 
could get a free meal. 
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The Greenfield Elementary lunch staff posed for a picture during its 
Halloween celebration. Picture in the front row (left to right): Angie 
Whirry. In the back row: Julie Roark, Lauren Madl, Kim Gedatus, Loura 
Chamberlin and Linda Dumond.
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