
Toilet paper, shields and social 
distancing: How Nilssen’s has 

coped with COVID-19 
BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN 

Ever since COVID-19 came into our 

lives and disrupted what seems like 

every aspect of everyone’s lives, the 

grocery store industry seems to be one 

of the businesses affected the most.

The Bulletin wanted to get a a sam-

pling of what life was like for them 

since. Questions were sent to Baldwin 

Nilssen’s store manager Kevin Bran-

stad and owner Jason Nilssen. They 

replied back with their answers as of 
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An election no one will forget 
BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN 

Tuesday was Primary Election Day in 

the state of Wisconsin. 

If one took a step into a polling place, 

however, it looked more like a chemistry 

lab than a polling place.

Cleaning wipes, hand sanitizer, gloves, 

masks, screens, people maintaining 

social distancing six feet apart were the 

dominant images from the day rather 

than getting the “I Voted” stickers. 

The cleaning supplies were needed af-

ter a topsy-turvy last few days preceding 

Election Day as state political leaders 

played debated postponing Election Day 

amidst the COVID-19 pandemic and Gov. 

Tony Evers’ Safer at Home order. 

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, APRIL 3 AND 4

Gov. Evers announced on his Twitter 

account Friday, he signed an Executive 

Order calling for the Legislature to meet 

in a Special Session Saturday afternoon 

to take up his recommendations to 

Tuesday’s election: An all-mail election 

to send a ballot to every registered voter 

who hasn’t already requested one by 

May 19, and to extend the time for those 

ballots to be received by May 26. 

“Well, here’s the bottom line folks: if, 

as elected officials, we’re going to expect 

the people of our state to make sacrifices 

to keep all of us safe, then, by golly, we 

better be wiling do our part, too,” Evers 

wrote on his Twitter account. “That’s 

why I’m calling the Legislature into a 

Special Session. They need to do their 

part – just as all of us are – to help keep 

our neighbors, our families, and our 

communities safe.”

Both houses called for the special ses-

sion and immediately adjourned, setting 

the stage for Monday. 

MONDAY, APRIL 6

The fireworks started before lunch 

when Gov. Evers announced another 

executive order, calling for in-person 
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What the town of Hammond used as a barrier to protect poll workers and those who came into vote Tuesday.

SEE ELECTION, PAGE 2 

SEE BACKSTROM, PAGE 2 

SEE NILSSEN’S, PAGE 6 

‘We are all in this together’
Backstrom talks about COVID-19 from a 

Pastor’s perspective  
BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN 

One of Paul Backstrom’s many respon-

sibilities as Pastor is to try and answer 

questions from his congregation. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic domi-

nating the world the last month, what 

happens when he has questions just like 

the rest of us? 

“I talk to other Pastors or others in 

Ministry which helps because they are a 

great resource,” Backstrom, the Pastor 

for Gethsemane Lutheran Church in 

Baldwin explained. 

“I also pray a lot,” he went on to 

further state the biggest thing he’s been 

preaching to his congregation is, “God is 

with us and God will help us get through 

this.”

Backstrom brings an interesting 

perspective because the last time a virus 

took over the country the way COVID-19 

has, was in 2009 with the H1N1. At the 

time Backstrom was a nuclear medicine 

technician. 

“I remember those days,” he said. “I 

have a lot of empathy for hospital work-

ers.

“In a hospital there’s not a lot of 

wasted movement, so with something 

this unexpected, the size of it and the 

demand it has put for PPE (personal 

protective equipment), it’s got to be hard 

working in a hospital.”

Backstrom shared more about life as a 

Pastor since COVID-19 broke and what 

the new normal is.

“It’s been absolutely unbelievable,” 
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Pastor Paul Backstrom of Gethsemane 

Lutheran Church in Baldwin has gone to 

Facebook Live or YouTube to record services 

so his congregation can watch.
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What the toilet paper section of Nilssen’s looked like on the afternoon of  

Tuesday, April 7.


