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Baldwin Library 
to reopen June 
29 with limited 

services 
We will be happy to see you again 

in person! We want to be very care-

ful about safety of the townspeople 

and our staff, however, and a library 

with rotating books presents unique 

challenges in the COVID-19 era. So, 

we have some rules for the time being. 

These are based on recommendations 

from the CDC, the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Health, the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Public Instruction, and the 

Wisconsin Library Association. 

We will open Monday, June 29, with 

different hours for the immediate 

future; everything is based on track-

ing the virus cases in our county. For 

the latest information please call us 

at: 715-684-3813 or check our website: 

baldwinlibrary.org, or follow our Face-

book page (search Wisconsin Baldwin 

Library) for updates.

People who are not comfortable 

coming inside the library because they 

are especially vulnerable to the virus 

or for whatever reason can still use 

our services such as Curbside Pick-up 

and Return, or contact us about Home 

Delivery and Books by Mail. We are 

happy to help in any way! 

• Hours: M,W,F = 10 a.m.-2 p.m., T,TH 

= 2 p.m.-6 p.m. No Saturdays for the 

summer.

• Please do not come in if you are 

feeling unwell or know you have 

been exposed to COID-19!

• We encourage everyone to wear 

a mask in consideration of others 

(we will provide some) and require 

that you use the hand sanitizer we 

provide before coming in. 

• We will follow guidelines to limit 

SEE LIBRARY, PAGE 8 

Department of Public Instruction releases 
guidelines for reopening schools this fall 

BY JASON SCHULTE

BAldwin BullEtin 

The Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction released an 83-page guide-

line Monday, June 22, titled “Education 

Forward: Safely and Successfully 

Reopening Wisconsin Schools” 

In the introduction, State Superinten-

dent Carolyn Stanford Taylor expects 

schools to reopen this fall, but, thanks 

to COVID-19, times are changing. 

“There will need to be social distanc-

ing, new cleaning and disinfecting pro-

cedures, and changes to how educators 

deliver instruction,” she explained. 

“There will be students who are not 

able to return to school due to health 

concerns and students and staff who 

may be quarantined due to exposure. 

This means every school district will 

need to plan for both school operations 

on campus and remote learning.”

In the guideline, it was stressed, 

Education Forward was developed to 

help local education and community 

leaders plan appropriately for students 

to return. 

Besides keeping students and staff 

physically safe, other goals in return-

ing include meeting the needs of every 

student and caring for the social-emo-

tional and mental health needs of 

students and staff. 

To maintain social distancing, 

various scheduling scenarios were 

highlighted. 

FOUR-DAY WEEK

• Each student level (elementary, 

middle and high school) reports to 

school, outdoor learning spaces, or 

community-based organizations 

four full days a week. Schools are 

closed on the fifth day to allow for 

deep cleaning 

• Students are provided with vir-

tual learning materials – digital, 

analog, or a combination of the two 

formats – to support learning on 

those days when they do not report 

to school for in-person learning. 

• All English learner, special edu-

cation, gifted and talented, and 

resource teachers work with small 

groups of students to reduce the 

student-teacher ratios to 10/1 or 

fewer in each learning environ-

ment. Learning in outdoor spaces 

or partnerships with communi-

ty-based organizations may be 

needed to keep student-teacher 

ratios to 10/1 or fewer. 

• One day per week is used for 

teacher planning and 

professional learning. 

Students do not report 

to school on these days 

but continue learning 

independently. 

TWO-DAY ROTATION

• All students 

report to school, out-

door learning spaces, 

or community-based 

organizations two full days per 

week (Monday/Tuesday or Thurs-

day/Friday).

• Students are provided with vir-

tual learning materials —digital, 

analog, or a combination of the two 

formats— to support learning on 

those days when they do not report 

to school for in-person learning.

• All English learners, special 

education, gifted and talented, 

and resource teachers work with 

small groups of students to reduce 

the student-teacher ratios to 10/1 

or fewer in each learning environ-

ment.

• Learning in outdoor spaces or part-

nerships with community-based 

Roberts police chief charged with 
multiple counts of child abuse

BY JASON SCHULTE

BAldwin BullEtin 

The Roberts police chief was charged 

last week in St. Croix County Circuit 

Court with multiple felonious counts of 

child abuse. 

Aaron W. McWilliams, 41, is facing 

three counts of causing mental harm to 

a child and six counts of physical abuse 

of a child. The mental harm is a Class 

F Felony and the physical abuse is a 

Class H felony. 

His next court appearance was a 

preliminary hearing scheduled for 

June 25. 

According to the criminal complaint: 

Eau Claire County Sheriff’s Office 

Detectives and Social Workers conduct-

ed the investigation 

earlier this month 

with charges stem-

ming back as far as 

July 2015 through 

February 2020. 

McWilliams’ wife 

explained the two are 

the parents of four 

children, while she 

has two adult chil-

dren. She said one of the children has 

autism and McWilliams told the child 

“go be autistic somewhere else” and 

has called him “Rainman”. 

The autistic child told law enforce-

ment he was scared of his dad “in the 

past tense yes, present tense, not so 

much, but still a little bit.” He also add-

ed, if McWilliams found them in the 

garage “you get sent to your room and 

if you refuse to go, it’s an ear pull.” 

Another child described McWilliams 

as “normally in the garage drinking 

and smoking” when he was home. The 

child described multiple spanking inci-

dents along with getting “slapped on 

Carolyn Stanford 
Taylor
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