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SPORTS: Three 12U baseball players compete in Classic All-Star Games P11

   MATT ANDERSON | BALDWIN BULLETIN

Greenfield kindergarten teacher Russell Engler has been a part of the Jump-Start program for 13 years and has seen the numerous benefits 

for teachers and students alike.

   MATT ANDERSON | BALDWIN BULLETIN

A final look at what remains of the rear of the Baldwin Area Medical Center. Traffic can be seen 

driving past on Highway 63 through the back of the building remains.

Back to school already?
kindergartners get a ‘Jump-Start’ on the school year

MATT ANDERSON

editor@baldwin-bulletin.com

Starting a brand-new year in a 

brand-new grade can be daunting for 

any student, especially for kindergart-

ners coming into a school for the first 

time. While many are capable of adapt-

ing on their own, Greenfield Elementa-

ry uses a “Kindergarten Jump-Start” 

that allows these new blackhawks to 

see what school will be all about.

“It’s nice because we can focus 

on just kindergartners first,” says 

Greenfield Principal J.R. Dachel, “for 

two weeks, we have two sessions from 

8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and noon to 3 p.m. and 

it gives the students an idea of what 

the school is like, what they’ll be doing 

and also starting them on the basic 

skills coming into kindergarten like 

writing their names.”

Original hospital on its last legs as demolition moves forward 
MATT ANDERSON

editor@baldwin-bulletin.com

After a late start in April, the Bald-

win Area Medical Center has slowly 

but surely been deconstructed over 

the summer. For a while, not much 

progress could be seen from passersby 

driving on Highway 63. However, since 

the salvage process was completed the 

building appears to be making progress 

towards its final demolition.

“The building will be on the ground 

in short order,” says Western Wisconsin 

Health CEO Alison Page, “when the big 

backhoe shows up you know things are 

getting serious.” The dismantling of the 

83 year old Baldwin landmark is some-

thing that has been carefully calculated 

to make sure that any reusable or recy-

clable materials can be salvaged. This 

makes the demolition take a bit longer, 

but is well worth it in the long run.

“In keeping with our organizational 

commitment to sustainability, we are 

dismantling the building in a very 

ecologically responsible manner,” says 

Page, “Building contents and materials 

are being given away or sold for reused, 

or recycled, as much as possible.  This 

process takes a little longer.”

Of course, a common question that 

circles this demolition is, “what is 

going to happen with the land after all 

is said and done?” Fortunately, this 

has been an important consideration 

throughout the process and Page has 

plans in place for what comes next.

“Our goal is to have the land be used 

for something that will serve the 
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Nilssen’s 
golf outing 

a success
SUBMITTED

The second annual Nilssen’s Chari-

ty Golf Tournament was held on July 

31 with plenty of willing participants 

and beautiful weather to accompany 

them. A total of $6,000 dollars was 

raised for scholarships this year 

making this event a success in the 

surrounding communities.

“This was our 2nd annual event 

once again raising money for 

scholarships in the communities 

we serve,” said Baldwin Nilssen’s 

Store Manager Kevin Branstad, “100 

golfers participated on a beautiful 

summer day at Pheasant Hills Golf 

Course. This spring, we awarded 

three $2,000 scholarships to Sam 

Malecek of St. Croix Central High 

School, Bailey Blanchard of Clear 

Lake High School, and Dan Lang-

worthy of Pine Island High School. 

All recipients were in attendance 

and addressed the group during 

dinner”

 “We had a great turnout and the 

weather was fantastic.” Said Nils-

sen’s HR Director and committee 

member NaDena Rosen, “We would 

like to thank the community busi-

nesses and our vendors that spon-

sored a hole or golf team, donated 

food, or door prizes. We would also 

like to thank Hurtgen Catering for 


