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What US Highway 63/County Highway G looked like after the flooding.
   JASON SCHULTE  | BALDWIN BULLETIN

Damages near the intersection of 63/E Monday 

afternoon.

   PAUL BURTON

What Oak Street/12th Avenue by Gethsemane 

Lutheran Church looked like Monday morning.

No one saw this coming
Storms ravage Baldwin, surrounding area

Emerald man dies in accident 
due to flooding 

An Emerald man died Monday 

morning due to the flooding which has 

deluged the area.

The St. Croix County Sheriff’s Office 

reports Gary J. Parent, 70, was west-

bound on County Highway E, driving a 

2001 Dodge Caravan around 5:15 a.m., 

when the van drove into the water that 

was flooding the roadway. He lost con-

trol and entered the north ditch.

The van was inundated with water 

and was submerged becoming totally 

covered in water. He was rescued by 

members of United Fire and Rescue 

and was transported to Western Wis-

consin Health by Baldwin EMS where 

he was pronounced dead by the St. 

Croix County Medical Examiner.

Capt. Jeff Klatt reports United Fire 

and Rescue was already in the area 

as several other cars had also become 

submerged in water and rescue efforts 

were underway with these cars.

This is the first traffic fatality in St. 

Croix County in 2020.

The crash remains under investiga-

tion by the St. Croix County Sheriff’s 

Office.

   SUBMITTED

The Caravan driven by Gary Parent after it 

came to rest in the ditch. The photo was 

taken hours after he was recovered.

St. Croix County under 
State of Emergency due 

to flooding 
On June 29, 2020, the 

St. Croix County Board 

Chair, David Peterson 

signed a proclamation 

declaring a state of emer-

gency due to recent flood-

ing. The state of emer-

gency gives St. Croix 

County the authority to 

close or clear roads and 

to utilize state resources 

if they become available.

On June 28 and 29, 

parts of St. Croix County 

received over seven 

inches of rain causing 

flooding and washed out 

roads across the county. 

The areas experiencing 

significant flooding 

are the Municipalities 

of Kinnickinnic, 

Pleasant Valley, Rush 

River, Eau Galle, 

Warren, Hammond, 

Baldwin, Springfield, 

Erin Prairie, Emerald, 

Glenwood, Cylon and 

Forest.

St. Croix County Emer-

gency Management is 

utilizing United Way 2-1-

1 for disaster assessment 

assistance for residents. 

If your home or business 

has been impacted by 

flooding you can dial 

2-1-1 to report damage, 

request shelter, and 

request support to help 

with debris manage-

ment, roof tarping, mold 

mitigation and remedia-

tion, and more. We have 

made arrangements 

with the Red Cross for 

shelter support and are 

sending out information 

to all municipalities 

regarding declarations, 

damage assessment, 

sheltering and other 

resources.
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Rain was projected for the 

Baldwin area Sunday night 

into Monday morning.

What occurred surprised 

everyone and left the 

surrounding area decimated 

which may take months to 

recover. 

Caleb Grunzke, 

Meteorologist for the 

National Weather Service 

in the Twin Cities, said 

Baldwin received 8.22 inches 

of rain in an estimated 15-16 

hour span.

“The amount was 

definitely a surprise,” 

Grunzke said. “…It was a 

slow moving storm which 

stayed over the Baldwin 

area for the longest period of 

time. That’s why they got the 

most.”

The town of Emerald 

actually received the most 

with 9.13 inches of rain. 

See EMERGENCY, PaGe 2 
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