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Minnesota man arrested after high-speed chase on 94
BY JASON SCHULTE

Baldwin Bulletin 

A Minnesota man was charged 

Tuesday in St. Croix County Circuit 

Court with multiple counts after he was 

apprehended by law enforcement on I-94 

after a car chase.

Willie Ray Cook, 20, Eagan, is facing 

felony charges of armed carjacking, 

second degree recklessly endangering 

safety, attempting to fleeing or eluding 

an officer and misdemeanor charges of 

receiving stolen property and possession 

of THC. His next court appearance is a 

preliminary hearing 11 a.m., June 24. 

According to the criminal complaint, 

which included reports from multiple St. 

Croix County deputies:

On Saturday, June 13, deputies re-

sponded to the theft of a stolen vehicle, a 

2013 Ford Explorer, in  the town of Hud-

son, where it was reported a knife and 

pepper spray was used during the theft.

Contact was made with the victim, 

who said Cook asked her if she could 

give him a ride to a pawn shop so he 

could get money to purchase marijuana. 

She told Cook she would. 

The victim explained she picked up 

Cook and another acquaintance and 

they headed toward a pawn shop in St. 

Paul, but never made it there. They kept 

driving around random 

points, but eventually 

headed toward Hudson. 

It was stated in the 

conversation Cook had 

a knife with him.  

On a back road in 

Hudson, she continued, 

Cook took her glasses 

off and proceeded to 

pepper spray her in the face, which 

almost caused her to crash. She stopped 

the vehicle, got out and ran away. At that 

point, Cook stole the vehicle and drove 

away. The victim said she Cook has gang 

affiliation, but was unsure which one.  

Wisconsin State Patrol Troopers alert-

ed deputies they found the vehicle travel-

ing eastbound on I-94 between Baldwin 

and Woodville and were in pursuit. 

Moments later, it was alerted the chase 

was turning back westbound on I-94. 

Deputies then stationed near the 15 

mile marker crossover and set up tire 

sticks and waited for the chase. The 

stolen vehicle ran over the sticks and 

Willie Ray Cook

B-W finalizes in-
person graduation 

ceremony 
BY JASON SCHULTE

Baldwin Bulletin 

The only thing which will stop the Baldwin-Wood-

ville School District from having an in-person gradua-

tion ceremony July 25 will now be Mother Nature. 

Monday night at the Board Meeting, High School 

Principal David Brandvold presented the plans for the 

ceremony which will be held at King Field. 

Gates will open at 9 a.m. The processional starts at 10 

a.m., with the ceremony beginning eight to 10 minutes 

after that. Brandvold projected a 45-minute ceremony. 

He also explained if there’s inclement weather at 10 

a.m., they are willing to push the ceremony back to 12 

p.m,, 2 p.m., or 4 p.m. If the total day is a washout, the 

ceremony will be held the following day, Sunday, July 

26. 

“If I had been asked a month ago, if I thought this 

event would happen,” Brandvold explained. “I would 

not have been extremely positive, as I am now.” 

As for the guidelines for the event:

• The Class of 2020 will walk in with their class, 

but will move to seating with their families on 

the football field. Each family will be limited to 

a maximum of six chairs and it will consist of 

immediate family (parents/guardians and/or 

siblings). They are, therefore, required to register 

with the District, so they know how many will 

St. Croix County Health officials 
confirm first death due to CoVid-19

On June 15, St. Croix County 

Public Health Officials confirmed 

the first death of a St. Croix 

County resident due to COVID-19. 

The individual who was receiv-

ing treatment at a hospital in 

the Twin Cities metro area was 

74 years old, had an underlying 

health condition, and had been 

hospitalized for several days. 

Additional information about the 

individual’s death, the name of 

the hospital, and city of residence 

will not be disclosed.

“We extend our heartfelt 

sympathies to family and friends 

during this time of loss. We must 

all work together to prevent the 

spread of this virus, especially to 

our most vulnerable residents,” 

said Patty Schachtner, St. Croix 

County Medical Examiner.

“We are saddened to lose a 

member of our community to 

COVID-19. My deepest sympathies 

to the loved ones during this dif-

ficult time. This death reinforces 

the seriousness of this disease. 

Without a vaccine and with limit-

ed treatment options, preventing 

the spread of COVID-19 is our 

biggest priority,” said Kelli Engen, 

St. Croix County Health Officer.

To prevent the further spread of 

COVID-19, we recommend wear-

ing a mask or cloth face covering 

when around others. In addition, 

we recommend continuing to 

practice social distancing, fre-

quent and proper hand washing, 

and to stay home if you are sick.

St. Croix County Public Health 

Officials continue to monitor 

data on COVID-19 in our county. 

At the time of this press release, 

the county has 118 confirmed 

(positive) cases. Out of the 118 

confirmed cases, 30 people are 

still under isolation, and are 

recovered. Current information 

can be found on the St. Croix 

County Covid-19 Informational 

Dashboard.

Village Board debates opening 
parks, bathroom  

BY JASON SCHULTE

Baldwin Bulletin 

What to do about its parks and 

bathrooms highlighted the June 

10 Village Board meeting. 

Incoming Public Works Di-

rector Brad Boldt stated when 

it came to cleaning bathrooms, 

despite his personal opinion, “if 

we are told as a work force to do 

it, we will do it.”  

Administrator Clerk/Treasur-

er Tracy Carlson stated there was 

a soccer tournament at Millpond 

Park the previous weekend in 

which Village officials didn’t 

know about. 

“There was no garbage, no 

bathrooms open,” she said, leav-

ing more than a mess. 

She later told the Board, re-

quests to use the Park Shelter are 

starting to increase. Also, if the 

approval was made for bathrooms 

to be open, it was the Village’s 

responsibility to provide the 

necessary cleaning supplies for 

workers. 

The discussion then branched 

into hiring an outside firm to 

clean the bathrooms. After 

Carlson informed the Board it 

would cost $130 a month for six 

bathrooms, that option was shut 

down. 

“I think we are getting too 
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