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National Honor Society inducts new members
Monday night, the Baldwin-Woodville National Honor Society inducted 19 new members. Congratulations to the following: Eliz-

abeth Fedie, Claire Finger, Morgan Hable, Megan Hietala, Kayla Hillstead, Madelyn Jacobs, Madison Lawrence, Jacob Lindquist, 

Alexandra Moore, Alyssa Moore, Alison Nutt, Juneau Paulsen, Alayna Rineck, Ethan Rumpel, Alexander Schaller, Lauren Thomp-

son, Tessa Van Someren, Jaden Werner and Lezlie Weyer. 

‘A beautiful prison’
UWRF Dean tells what International students think of region

BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN 

The St. Croix County Transit Commission met Jan. 

14 and for the first time gained the perspective of what 

college students think of the region.

Marina Onken, Interim Dean 

for the College of Economics 

and Business for the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin-River Falls, 

addressed the commission at the 

Highway Department in Bald-

win.

Onken started by saying the 

consensus of international 

students who are UW-RF 

students at either the main 

campus in River Falls or 

the Hudson Hub, don’t have 

transportation. 

“They love the area, they love 

River Falls, but they can’t get to Hudson or the rest 

of the region,” Onken said. “They call it ‘A beautiful 

prison’”. 

Commission members asked Onken if it’s possible for 

UW-RF to provide transportation between the Hudson 

Hub and the UW-RF main campus. She said it wasn’t 

possible with their resources. 

Onken also said times have changed from 25-30 years 

ago, in which families had more financial flexibility to 

provide a car for their college-bound child. 

“The ability to connect cities is a solution for econom-

ic development for the region,” Onken said. 

Onken’s point was backed up even more when stories 

were told about businesses on the Wisconsin side of the 

river having to bus people in from the Twin Cities to 

cover shifts.   

Added Hudson Chamber of Commerce President 

Mary Claire Olson Potter: “We don’t have to start from 

scratch…We shouldn’t penalize people who choose not 

to drive.”

While some commission members thought connect-

ing cities via transit would come down to politics, Hud-

son Mayor Rich O’Connor had a differing take.

“How are you going to pay for it?”, he said, noting 

Hudson was getting close to levy limits.

Five trustee 
candidates 

will appear on 
April ballot 

BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN 

The Village of Baldwin’s nominating cau-

cus Jan. 8 resulted in at least five candidates 

appearing on the April ballot for the three 

trustee spots. 

Incumbents Matt Knegendorf and Chad 

Wernlund were nominated while newcomers 

Tracey Robinson, Jaimison Zaugg, Chris 

Kerrschneider and Austin VanSomeren were 

also nominated. 

Kerrschneider has until Thursday, Jan. 

16, to return his papers, which is after the 

paper goes to press, but the other five have 

returned their paperwork, Village Adminis-

trator/Clerk-Treasurer Tracy Carlson said 

Wednesday. 

At least one of the newcomers will be 

elected as they’ll replace Lisa Knutson, who 

resigned last month as she is moving out 

of the Village. Knegendorf, Wernlund and 

Knutson’s terms are up for reelection this 

April. 

For Judge, incumbent Tamara Hovde also 

moved out of the Village, making her inel-

igible to run. Don McGee and Robert Zink 

were nominated, but Zink later withdrew his 

nomination. 

The election is Tuesday, April 7. 

POLICE CALLS

Police Chief Darren Krueger gave an 

update of calls for 2019. In 2019, there were 

2,511 calls for service, but he stressed the 

Department doesn’t take a case number on 

every call. As it has been in previous years, 

categories like assisting EMS, public assist, 

traffic stop, and traffic complaint were at the 

top of the list. Public assist, which can be 

for example, helping a person unlock their 

vehicle, had 172 calls, while traffic stop were 

163 calls and traffic complaint 161. Assisting 

EMS were 114. In 2018, the public assist calls 

were at 154, while EMS calls in 2017 were 154.

“It is the job of the unknown because you 

don’t know what it’s going to be until you 

get the call,” Kruger said, when asked about 

2020. “We can’t predict or assume.”  

OTHER ACTION 

• Approved the site for the construction of 

the new sewer plant to be on the south 

side of the current plant. A water and 

sewer committee recommendation were 

for the north side, but the Board reversed 

positions. Among the possible reasons 

cited is the Village doesn’t own the land 

on the north side and concerns with the 

airport and the School District. Village 
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‘They love the 

area, they love 

River Falls, but 

they can’t get 

to Hudson or 

the rest of the 

region.’
 

Marina Onken

Interim Dean


