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NEWS & ADVERTISING 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY 

AT NOON.

NEWS: Minnesota man facing felony charges afer car chase. P2

BY JASON SCHULTE

EDITOR@BALDWIN-BULLETIN.COM 

A Baldwin man was charged in St. Croix 

County Circuit Court last week with arson 

along with multiple misdemeanors. 

Thomas Jon Schaffner, 38, 1490 8th Ave., is 

also looking at criminal damage to property, 

bail jumping, resisting an offi cer, disorderly 

conduct and operating motor vehicle while 

revoked. 

The arson charge brings a penalty of 

$100,000 and/or 40 years prison. 

According to the criminal complaint: 

Baldwin Police were called to the above 

residence for a structure fi re around 5:10 p.m., 

Aug. 27. 

A victim reported she came to the house to 

pick up a vehicle. Upon entering the house, 

she was met by the sight and smell of smoke, 

which prompted the call to police/fi re depart-

ment. Police found spots where it looked like 

the fi re had been started, but none of them 

appeared to be actively burning. 

The victim told police Schaffner was 

allowed to stay in the house until he was 

evicted, but he wasn’t allowed permission to 

start fi res or destroy property. While check-

ing for the fi res, police noticed broken glass, 

food, feces, urine, spoiled food and garbage 

covering the fl oor. 

SEE ARSON, PAGE 2A 
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Pictured from left to right: Wade Labecki, Jack Scholz and Don Nelson stand beneath the entryway to the new Baldwin-Woodville 

athletic complex. The public got to see the fi nished product Friday before the football game against Ellsworth. 

Grand Opening for new football, baseball fi elds plus pool debut 
BY JASON SCHULTE 

EDITOR@BALDWIN-BULLETIN.COM 

One of Don Nelson’s duties when 

he was a Baldwin-Woodville teacher 

and coach was to paint the Black-

hawk logo and the hash marks 

before every football game. 

Times have certainly changed. 

“The football fi eld is gorgeous,” 

Nelson said Friday during the 

athletic complex grand opening 

before B-W’s football game against 

Ellsworth. “For our school of this 

size to have something like this is 

remarkable.” 

The public was invited to tour the 

athletic complex which included 

the completion of the pool, the new 

baseball/softball fi eld and the new 

football fi eld turf and eight lane 

running track. 

“This is very impressive,” stated 

Wade Labecki. 

Added Jack Scholz: “I think this 

is the best facility in the area.” 

SUBMITTED

Thomas Schaff ner
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PATRIOT DAY: 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2021

9/11: We all truly 
stood as one

BY DEB HOY 

(Editor’s Note: Deb Hoy, Parade Marshal for 

the 2021 Baldwin Windmill Days, was in New 

York City on 9/11. She shared her thoughts 

about the day and what occurred afterwards).  

I was in New York City on 

9/11. I was working for Sony 

theaters at the time and NYC 

was the home base. I traveled 

weekly from Minneapolis to 

NYC and surrounding east 

coast cities.

The night before 9/11, I 

was supposed to stay across 

the river in New Jersey, but 

a friend and her co-worker 

were coming into town for a meeting in lower 

Manhattan on 9/11. I decided to leave my 

rental car and hotel in New Jersey and bus 

it over to NYC for the night and join them 

for dinner. We all had to be up early, so we 

returned to our rooms (I stayed in NYC) and 

then in the morning they said goodbye and 

headed to their meetings in lower Manhattan. 

I left my hotel around 8:30 a.m. and made my 

way to grand central Station to catch my bus 

back to my rental and hotel in New Jersey.  As 

I walked, I was thinking about how blue the 

sky was and what a perfect day to drive up the 

East Coast. 

SEE 9/11, PAGE 8A 

Deb Hoy


