
Windmill Days Grand Marshals honors 
pair of longtime Baldwin couples
BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN 

The inaugural Windmill 

Days, which will be held this 

weekend, is honoring two 

longtime Baldwin couples as 

its Grand Marshals. 

Wayne and Ruth Veenen-

dall and Jerry and Bonnie 

Van Someren will be honored 

Saturday. The pair have been 

married for a combined 121 

years and have spent most of 

their lives in Baldwin.

VEENENDALLS

Ruth explained she was 

going out with Wayne’s 

brother at first. They broke up, 

he then asked her out, and as 

they say, the rest is history. In 
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Baldwin Care Center honored its 2020 graduates who worked at the campus in a ceremony May 29. Pictured from left to right: 

Kaelyn Olson, Ross Roemhild, Alyssa Frye, Nakeyia Ruoho, Jadyn Huftel, Alissa Hinzman, Brandi Standaert and Hailey Rutske. 

The Pandemic Class 
BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN

Addressing a crowd of people 

all ages May 29, Eileen LaFavor, 

Administrator for the Baldwin 

Care Center spoke to the 2020 high 

school graduates who work there. 

“You’ve lost milestone events like 

Prom and Graduation,” she said. “…

You feel like you are heading into 

an uncertain future, the future is 

always unknown, not just in 2020.”

The 2020 graduate which were 

honored included Ross Roemhild, 

Jadyn Huftel, Alyssa Frye, Nakey-

ia Ruoho and Kaelyn Olson from 

Baldwin-Woodville, Brandi Stan-

daert from Glenwood City, Alissa 

Hinzman from Spring Valley and 

Hailey Rutske from Southwest 

Academy. 

“We are here to celebrate what 

you’ve done and make us proud,” 

LaFavor said. “…You have compas-

sion, empathy for the residents you 

served. Traits that will take you far 

in life.”

The eight graduates were given 

gifts and certificates from the Care 

Center and visitors sampled cake 

and beverages. 

“Know you might not feel like 

it, but you are the chosen class for 

such a time,” LaFavor said. “You 

are the Pandemic Class. The entire 

world is striving to graduate with 

you. Just think of the stories you’ll 

be able to tell your grandchildren.” 

LaFavor also talked about some of 

the positives that resulted from this. 

“The skies are bluer, fewer car 

crashes, crime is falling,” she said. 

“Increased awareness has led to 

healthier hygiene and healthier 

habits. Companies are donating 

food, money, medical equipment to 

support people affected by Corona-

virus.

“Families are spending more 

together and enjoying each other’s 

company.”

And, as she concluded, what a 

graduation speech wouldn’t be 

without any quotes. She had one 

from Dr. Seuss. 

“You have brains in your head, 

you have feet in your shoes, you 

can steer yourself any direction 

you choose. You are on your own, 

and you know what you know. And 

you are the one who’ll decide where 

to go.”

St. Croix County 
Board ratifies State 

of Emergency 
BY JASON SCHULTE

BALDWIN BULLETIN 

The St. Croix County Board ratified the State 

of Emergency announced May 29 during its 

monthly board meeting June 2. 

The State of Emergency was announced on 

May 29 due to the riots and civil commotion in 

Hennepin, Ramsey and Washington counties. 

Sheriff Scott Knudson was in attendance and 

explained the County’s actions since the riots 

began in the Twin Cities area. St. Croix County 

reached heightened awareness since one of the 

four officers fired for their involvement in the 

George Floyd case lives in Oakdale, which is 

eight miles from our borders, he said.

The night of May 28, he continued, reports 

were gathered of plans coming into Hudson and 

the St. Croix River Crossing.

“We took a proactive approach to ease anxi-

ety,” Knudson said, as the request for mutual 

aid was put out and 15 different agencies re-

sponded over those next 72 hours. 

Knudson said for those who think we are out 

of the woods, he said, he’s heard of protest plans 

until June 13. 

“I don’t know if it’s going to end,” he said, 

noting, plans could be in the works all the way 

until court verdicts are reached. 

Supervisor Carah Koch asked for those 

who don’t know, what the State of Emergency 

means. Knudson replied, it could be used for 

emergency road closures or direct traffic if the 

situation warrants itself. 

Supervisor Tim Hall was one of the first to 

have questions, noting he wasn’t in favor of the 

ordinance as is, because he wasn’t comfortable 

without having an open-ended date. 

Supervisor Scottie Ard stated she was in 

favor as is, so Law Enforcement and Emergency 

Management can respond immediately. 

Supervisor Judy Achterhof replied commu-

nication has to be better because she got calls 

from businesses in her district, wondering if 

they had to close, due to the State of Emergency, 
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Jerry and Bonnie Van Someren
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