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tinuing

a symbol of the con-

vigilance of the U.S.

Forest Service, but one of the

most important instrumentali-

49 Y M 3
ues 1n iire tion 1s the tow-

prote«

ering lookout station. These

towers mounted on mountain

:
, CIliIS,

high vantage points

wherever you find forest service

land enable lookouts with power-

ful binoculars to sweep the ar-

boreal horizons for sign of fires.

This year Southern California

has had a particularly difficult

fire season for the scant rain-
fall and warm weather have
made almost half of the state

tinder dry. The services of the

fire lookouts are more impor-
tant than ever these days when
the fire hazards worry forest

service officials throughout the
state.

Old Tree Lookout

This week I was talking to A.

A. Allen, one of the pioneer for-
here—he

regions

est service
served in our
many years ago and he showed

rangers

Sierran

me a picture of the first tree
lookout station on Breckenridge
Mountain. The station sur-
mounted the 7,579-foot

In 1914 one of the
employed by
Lloyd

district ranger

summit.
fire lookouts
Allen’s bro-
ther, Allen, who was a

here then, con-
structed a small one-man shel-
ter on

the top of a huge pine.

The small lookout hut was 87
It took a

and

¢

feet above the ground.

man with some courage
considerable agility to reach the
tree. Ac-

at the

“booth’ on

cess to this lookout

top of the

post

1

chieved by climb-
ing the heavy trunk
small spikes had been aft
A slip or mischance would have
1-i11

tree top was a
into which
L
ixed.
lookout but there

ed the were

no accidents.
Modern Tower
From the

Breck
guard had a good view of

. & 9
free top on high

enridge Mountain the fire

rugged forest terrain
his telephone he could alert fire
suppression crews. I thought it
interesting to show a
picture of this old tree-top look-
out station and contrast.it with

ha radorn
the modern

1

would be

lookout tower which
i

annually attracts many visitors

from Bakersfield and other
county cities as they make trips

to 1‘:‘,0 Breckenridge 1‘("'i(m

Wllllamson Named to
Assembly Committees

Kern Assemblyman John C.

Williamson has been appointed
to the Assembly Committee on
Water. As a result of this ap-
pointment Kern County will be

the first time
Assembly stand-
ling with wa-

represented for

since 1950 on the

ing committee dea
Y

ter problems.

State Near
End of Cas

gainst Co

Witnesses Tell
of Attempts to
Locate Victim

Dist. Atty. Kit Nelson said
today he may complete the
prosecution’s case tomorrow
E against Cleon Cox, 27, Rose-
dale teacher

fellow teacher Iler Molhook.

Nelson is expected to call
witnesses today who will
testify about events immedi-
ately following the early morning
shooting in Cox’s Kentucky Street
apartment.

The 10 witnesses called yvester-
day related the defendant’s at-
tempts and success in
Molhook in South Gate, where the
{latter had moved after he and
|Cox’s wife, Peggy, were asked to
resign from teaching positions at
the Rosedale Elementary School
where the trio was employed.

Cox is accused of
27-ye: former
{return with him to
where he shot him
|wife refused by telephone to con-
' reconciliation during the
{early morning hours of Nov. 13.

ar-ola
3akersfield

siaer

! 3 Southland Witnesses

| Prosecution witnesses called
!\w\"e-}'(x;a_\' included three South-
{land men who attended Bakers-
’fm:d College with the defendant
land Molhook. James Tallis

{shared a South Gate apartment

with Molhook and he related how
|Cox had knocked on the apart-
Hnmzt door about 2 a.m. Nov. 3

‘m search of Molhook.
| Tall
and did not hear the conversa-
tion between his roommate and
Cox but that Molhook returned to
bedroom long enough to

dress.

the

On cross examination, Tallis
|was asked by defense attorney
Morris B. Chain if Molhook ap-
peared to be frightened.

“I can’t say that he did,” re-
|plied the witness.
| Tallis said he last saw Mol-

Continued on Next Page t

Frog Farm Asks
$100.000 for
100 000 Frogs |

he operators of a Lamont area

frog farm have filed a Mfi),ﬁ(nli

suit for damages in the deaths|

of 100,000 frogs last July 8

Named as defendants in the

Superior Court action are the

Kern County Mosquito Abatement
| District and its agent, John B.
Martinto. The plaintiffs, Cecil
|Lowry and Claude Tripp, doing
|business as C. C. Frog Farm,
Weed Patch Highway, have re-
tained the services of the law
firm of Dorris, Fleharty and Un-
{derhill.

The complaint alleges Martinto
entered the area where the part-
ners are breeding frogs on four
[ponds and sprayed it “‘with chem-
{ical substances, toxic and poison-
Atty.  Thomas Underhill
said the district agent did not give
his clients the proper notice under
the summary abatement clause
of the California Health and
Safety Code and therefore is li-
able for damages.

The frogs, progenies of Louisi- |
ana imports, are a large variety, |
used (1) by laboratories for preg-
ncy tests and (2) by gourmets
frog legs. Attor-
said the frog farmers com-
plied with the law governing po-
litical districts and served notice
of claim on Harold Fox, secretary
| for the Kern County Mosquito
Abatement District, three months
|ag(1, :

lous.”

na

with a taste for

neys

charged \\'ith“
the love-triangle slaying of|

locating |-

Kern Economy to Hit New High

forcing his|
s & |
close friend to|

after Cox’s|

is said he went back to bed

‘escaped injuries.

COX EXAMINES MURDER INDICTMENT—Cleon Cox, 27,
center, is flanked by his attorney, Morris B. Chain, right, and
private investigator Leonard Winters as he examines murder
indictment which brought him to trial for Nov. 13 fatal shoot-
ing of fellow school teacher ller Molhook. Trial is in its fourth
day in court of Superlor Judge Norman F. Mam

—Californian Photos
PROSECUTING MURDER CASE—Dist. Atty. Kit Nelson, conducting the prosecution against
murder suspect Cleon Cox, pinpoints for benefit of the Superior Court jury the location of
the defendant’s Kentucky Street apartment where ller Molhook, 27, was fatally shot. With
trial now in fourth day, Nelson indicated he expects to complete prosecution’s case tomorrow.
The case may be submitted to the jury next Wadnesday or Thursday. If Cox is guilty, a second
phase of the tnal wnll determme the penalty—life umpnsonment or death
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BUSINESS OUTLOOK CONFERENCE—A continued orderly improvement in economic con- |,arlev sponsored by the Kern counts of receiving stolen prop
ditions generally was seen for 1959 by Charles Detoy (standing), partner in the firm of Cold- |County Board of Trade at the ert s Orodzo Rossi, manag
- stockdale Golf and Countr b. 0 h Powers ( ( (
well, Banker and Co., Los Angeles, who addressed the second annual Kern County Business |°!0¢kdale Goll and Country Ciub. of g, et
. | oign generaiiy "lhfft to another resno e ralven s
Outlook Conference yesterday. Seated at the head table are: A. B. Newby, president of the |, . o 0 irosperons 1939 busi- proximat £20.000 worth
Kern County Board of Trade, left, and Walter Kane, publisher of The Bakersfield Californian, |ness vear in Kern County: This stolen cotton had been pre
. . . . [ the consensus of the panel ! through the Powers gin
who presided as executive chairman of the outlook parley. Approximately 250 Kern County |Wds (he consensus of the pant } . '
. . o # g2 ud . of informed businessmen who!past three montns
business and civic leaders attended the county-wide conference to hear authoritative appraisals o ; a0 A T O S e S L

presented by a panel of elght informed businessmen.

uck-Vehide
Crash Injures
Three Persons

An intersection
Edison Highway at
yvesterday, resulted in critical in-
juries for Lena Rains, 48, 2320
Pictoria Dr.. wife of Bakersfield
restaurant owner Herman Rains,
and their two children.

Taken to Kern General
tal with their mother

collision on
4:45 p.m.,

Hospi-
were Char-

lotte, 16, and Charles, 14, with
major injuries. Mrs. Rains later
was transferred to Cottage Hos-
pital.

California Highway Patrol Offi-

cers Dwight Bell and C. Nelson
said the Rains’ sedan, southbound
lon Fairfax Road, entered onto
Edison Highway directly in the
path of an eastbound truck and

trailer, upela!od by Kenneth Rich-
ard Handy, 46, Phoenix, Ariz.
The heavy !‘.'ll('k smashed into

the right side of the sedan, wedg-
ing it against the divider island

at the intersection.
Driver of the truck and trailer
to stretchers.

BROTHER, SISTER HURT—The two Rains children, Charles, 14, and Charlotte,
16, were“severely injured when the automobile in which they were passengers
collided with a truck and trailer yesterday afternoon at the intersection of Fair-
fax Road and Edison Highway. Here attendants lift the bloodstamed youths

Population Gains
to Lead Expansion

“Kern County’s $232.000,000 agricultural economy should be
good in 1959 as was in 1958.
“The long-range real estate outlook in Kern C ntv is ex
. « . Kern County will continue to grow, thus m ]
in demand and higher in value.
“Kern County’s industrial future is bright §
n the county’s ricult
reach a highe: eve 1959
mostiv due to increased
acreage. . . ." Ig o on
. 1 due for impend-

}\\ 1 ocunty
lustry should do about

revenue wise, 1959
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Motel Me
Accused 0
Bad Faith

Councilman
g,
})dr\-
ersfield motel operators of
attempting “to have
it too” and
said he will urge the Coun-
work

o : 1
i

on the $3,750,000 civic

1- ~ 1 r -
nakis todav accused

their
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cil to order a halt to

torium until the courts rule
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MOTHER CRITICALLY INJURED—Highway Patrolman Dwight Bell, center,
and two attendants attempt to lift Mrs. Lena Rains, 48, driver of the car, into
the ambulance, after the collision. Mrs. Rains, wife of Herman Rains, Bakers-
field barbecue chef, was taken to Kern General hospital and later transferred
g to Cottage Hospital.



