
w ill

B rad  Thompson, 21, prepares to practice w a te r  ski ju m p in g  at his 
fam ily 's  lake. He will be competing along with his sister, Colleen, at 
the national water ski competition at Berkeley this year.

Aerial view of the Bob Thompsons' regulation  
w ater skiing fac ility  on their property across

Bank tenants seek 
20 parking spaces

from  H A R T P ark. The whale-shaped 12-acre across. - ( A e r ia l  photo by Jack Knight taken  
lake  measures 21,000 feet-lonq and 200 fee t from  plane piloted by Bill C lark)

Brad Thompson sails a distance of 140 feet before ra m p  jum p. He is towed around one end of the  
land ing  s q u are ly  on the w a te r  fro m  a six-foot m anm ade lake before he makes another jump.

Water ski course has 
oasis-in-desert look

Tw enty public parking spaces w ill 
be le a se d  fo r ten an ts in th e  B ank  of 
A m erica Tow er, if the plan is approved 
by the B akersfie ld  C ity Council tom or­
row night

The spaces would be leased for $10 
a m onth.

The m a tte r  will be considered  when 
the council m ee ts  a t 8 p m in the City 
Hall council ch am b ers

Vandals strike 
residence of 
BC instructor

A B akersfie ld  College in stru c to r re ­
turned h o m e to find  $10,000 w o r th  of 
s p ra y -p a in t  d a m a g e  to h is  d e n  a n d  
kitchen a re a s  F riday

The s h e r i f fs  dep artm en t is investi­
g a tin g  th e  vandalism  a t th e  O ild a le  
hom e of B ruce N M eier, a BC in stru c ­
to r and an a tto rney .

D eputies sa id  vandals b ro k e  open  
the den door to en te r  the hom e Using 
a  c a n  of b la c k  la c q u e r  sp ra y  p a in t 
found  in th e  h o m e , th e y  sprayed  an­
t iq u e s ,  original pain tings, appliances, 
w alls and c a rp e ts  and floors, fu rn itu re  
and books until the  can w as em ptied

The em ptv  can  w as left outside the 
r e a r  d o o r of th e  hom e D am age w as  
e s tim a ted  a t $10,235.

D eputies said the dam age  w as done 
betw een 1:30 and 3:35 p rn

Carpets ripped off
T h ie v e s  to o k  50 s q u a re  y a r d s  of 

c a r p e t  f r o m  th e  B re e z e w a y  A p a r t­
m e n t s ,  A le th a  D e lz e r . m a n a g e r  of 
R e a lty  M a n a g e m e n t, 2801 S o u th  H 
S treet] reported  to  th e  p o lic e  d e p a rt­
m ent.

A n o -h o st n o o n  lu n ch e o n  w ill be 
h e ld  th e  s a m e  d a y  a t t h e  Wool 
G ro w e rs  R e s ta u r a n t  T h e  p u b lic  is 
invited.

The parking lease ag reem en t would 
be b e tw e e n  th e  c i t y  a n d  B a y fie ld  
L im ited  w h ich  handles leasing  in th e  
tow er building

S p a c e s  w ould  be leased  fro m  th e  
c i ty  lo t a t T ruxtun A v en u e  an d  E y e  
S t r e e t ,  a c r o s s  f ro m  th e  B akersfield  
Po lice  F ac ility .

T h e  $10 a m o n th  fe e  is th e  s a m e  
ra te  som e ten an ts  in the tow er building 
an d  U n ite d  C alifornia B ank  p ay  fo r  
spaces in the K S treet park ing  garage  

A finance d ep artm en t official says 
day use of the parking g a rag e  exceeds 
95 p e r cen t Monday through F rid ay  

F o r th is reason B ayfield is seeking 
additional park ing  spaces, a c i ty  offi­
c ia l said.

T h e  T ruxtun and  E y e  parking lo t 
w as developed about a y e a r ago It was 
th e  s ite  of th e  fo rm er police building 
before the new facility  w as c o n stru c t­
ed

The park ing  lot con ta ins 90 spaces 
A lso  scheduled is consideration  of 

an a g r e e m e n t  w ith  an a rch ite c tu ra l 
firm .

If a p p ro v e d , th e  c i ty  w ill r e ta in  
B iggar, F rapw ell. Ghezzi and C artnal. 
to p re p are  p la n s  to re m o d e l an d  en ­
large  portions of City Hall.

The serv ices would include designs 
fo r  rem odeling  p o r t io n s  of th e  w e s t 
wing and for constructing  the proposed 
south wing L ast y ear th e  council ap­
proved funds for the construction  of a 
second floor on the w est wing

T h e  new  addition h o u se s  to p  c ity  
officials and their a ss is tan ts

T h e  sam e  firm  p rep ared  a m as te r  
plan on the fu tu re  expansion, rem odel­
ing or en la rg em en ts  of City Hall 

Public  s ta te m en ts  a re  scheduled by 
A n n e  M o n ro e  c o n c e rn in g  p e n s io n s , 
roads and o th er m atte rs .

Nonteacher 
talks with 
KCCD open

C ontrac t talks betw een Kern Com ­
m u n ity  C o lle g e  D istric t nonteaehm g 
em ployes and the board  of tru s tee s  a re  
scheduled to open tom orrow

T he n e g o tia t io n s  fo llo w  a p u b lic  
proposal subm itted  by the c lassified  or 
nonteaching unit It included a request 
fo r  an 18 2 p e r  cen t ac ro ss  th e  board 
p a y  in crease  an d  h igher fringe b e n e ­
fits.

T r u s te e s  countered  by offering  to 
consider a pay in crease  This consider­
a tion  w as conditioned on increases in 
the  cost of living and how wages paid 
the  unit em ployes co m p are  with those 
in th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r .  T h e  c lassified  
unit re p re sen ts  about 320 em ployes at 
B a k e r s f ie ld ,  P o r t e r v i l l e  a n d  C e r ro  
C oso  colleges U n d e r  th e  s t a t e 's  re ­
cen tly  enac ted  school em ployes co llec­
t i v e  b a rg a in in g  la w  th e  e m p lo y e s  
o r g a iiz a t io n  m u s t  m a k e  a p u b lic  
p ro p o sa l .  T h e  b o a r d  th e n  m a k e s  a 
p ro p o sa l .  P u b l i c  h e a r in g s  on e a c h  
proposal a lso  m ust be held

E a c h  side then en te rs  into p riv a te  
n e g o tia t io n s  T h e  c la s s i f ie d  u n it is 
rep resen ted  by th e  C alifornian School 
E m ployees Association.

L a s t w eek  tru s tee s  approved p ay  
increases for teach e rs  and ad m in is tra ­
to r s  T h is  included a d e n ta l  p la n , a 
fringe benefit which w asn 't previously 
offered  by the d is tr ic t

T each ers an d  ad m in is tra to rs  w ere 
given 4 p e r  cen t increase  and offered 
an o th er 1.5 per cent depending on the 
d is tr ic t 's  f in a n c ia l  condition A nnual 
cost fo r  th e  in creases is $521,611, d is­
tr ic t o fficials said

T h e  package covered  341 teach e rs  
an d  75 in th e  m anagem ent and  confi­
den tia l group

Winery earns 
okay for ads 
on own land

A. Pere lli-M inetti and Sons W inery 
in D elano won the righ t to ad v ertise  on 
its p ro p erty  a s  a resu lt of the com pa­
ny 's p resen ta tio n  before  th e  Board of 
Zoning A djustm ent

A fter a p resen ta tio n  which included 
m a p s ,  p h o to g ra p h s ,  b ro c h u re s  a n d  
eight bo ttles of wine, the board g ra n t­
ed a zoning v a riance  allow ing the w in­
ery  to  build four signs on Its p roperty  
advertis ing  its w ine tasting  room

W ilbur R icketts , rep re se n ta tiv e  for 
tile com pany, in troduced Tom W erdel, 
a tto rn ey  fo r  th e  f i r m . w ho discussed 
the language of the county ordinance.

M rs  G e o rg e a n n  P e r e l l i - M in e t t i  
passed  out b rochures to b o a rd  m e m ­
bers an d  discussed  th e  quality  of th e  
bo ttles of cham pagne, brandy and wine 
disp layed on the sp e a k er 's  podium

“ T h ey  lo o k  b e a u tifu l  in b o t t le s .  
d o n ’t th ey ?"  So asked  board m em ber 
W alter Rowe

T he board ruled a t th e  en d  of th e  
p resen ta tio n  th a t  th e  zoning variance  
could be g ran ted  because the winer> is 
a business unique to K ern County,

TV set in loot

A c o lo r  te le v is io n  s e t  v a lu e d  at 
$1,000 w a s  s to le n  f ro m  h is  f a th e r  s 
E a s t  B akersfie ld  hom e. B e rt B rew er 
r e p o r te d  to th e  s h e r i f f s  dep artm en t 
T he b u r g la r  p r ie d  o p en  a b ack  b e d ­
room  window to e n te r  the hom e, depu­
ties sa id

It c an 't be seen from  the sun-baked 
China G rade Loop

But d rive  through the heat-m antled  
hills, turn  into a p riv a te , neatly  white- 
fe n c e d  ro a d  b ey o n d  G ordon 's F e r r y  
an d  th e  te m p e ra tu re  d ro p  is su d d e n  
and noticeable

F or th ere  it is* S itting unbelievably 
in the m iddle of fla tn ess  like an oasis 
in the d ese rt

It is the  Bob Thom pson fam ily ’s 12- 
a c re  lake and som eone is w a ter skiing 

T h a t som eone is 23-year-old M ark  
Thompson, one of four sons and daugh­
t e r s .  M a rk  c o m p e te s  n a t io n a lly  in 
w 'ater ski m eets

It is because  of the Thompson fam i­
ly 's  in te rest in w a te r  skiing th a t they 
b u ilt  th e  21.000-foot-long re g u la tio n  
w a te r ski course.

“ We s ta r te d  w a te r  sk iin g  shortly  
a f t e r  th e  children  w e re  b o r n ,"  sa id  
D o n a  T h o m p s o n  “ E v e n tu a l ly ,  we 
found the need to have our own course  
to p rac tice  on. since m ost of the boat 
a n d  sk i c lu b s  a r e  m o re  o r ie n te d  to
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d rag  races  and such and the kids need­
ed a p lace to tra in  co m p etitiv e ly .” 

M rs . T h o m p so n  s a id  t h e  fa m ily  
bought th e  60 a c re s  across from  H art 
P ark  and built a hom e th ere  when they 
d is c o v e re d  an a r te s ia n  w e l l  on th e  
property  that would provide them  w ith 
enough w ater for the m an-m ade lake.

“ It s a sulphur sp rin g .” sh e  sa id . 
“ It picks up gases from  th e  oil fields 
and w hile it isn t tex) p leasan t to drink. 
it s okay to take  a show er in .”

She said the lake cools off the  a rea  
by about IO degrees, and the well a lso 
provides w a te r fo r  the fam ily ’s hom e 
use.

T h o m p so n , a B akersfield  r e a l to r ,  
said w ithout th e  n a tu ra l w a ter supply 
th e  w a te r  sk i c o u rs e  w o u ld n 't  h«*ve 
been possible

“ We use no pow er to m ain ta in  the 
w a t e r . ”  he s a i d .  “ T h e  w a te r  flo w s 
from  the well basin, fills the  lake and 
any  w a te r  th a t  s e e p s  re tu rn s to th e  
w a ter tab le  T heoretically , the lake is 
a holding basin, as th e  w ater u sed  to 
flow into the K ern R iver ”

“ We ju s t  h a v e  a sou rce  of w a te r  
t h a t s  unique for th is p a rt of the coun­
t r y .  I t  s p ro b a b ly  b een  f lo w in g  f o r  
about IOO v ears  ”

He s a id  it took  a y e a r  to g e t  th e  
z o n in g  fo r  th e  la k e  approved an d  to 
ex cav a te  i t .  T he w e ll f i lle d  th e  six - 
foot-deep lake in about th ree  weeks

' T here  a re n ’t v e ry  m any a re a s  in 
C a li fo rn ia  a v a i la b le  fo r  com petitive  
tra in in g ,"  he sa id  “ E v en  though we 
ju st u se  th e  la k e  fo r  o u r  fam ily and  
g u ests, w e 're  still th e  on ly  p rivately- 
o w n ed  skiing facility  in C entral C a li­
fornia ”

T h e  a rea  surrounding the lake has 
b e en  landscaped, and  Thompson sa id  
he plans to use  the well w a ter on the 
rem ain d er of his p roperty .

The lake has a six-foot ski jum p  as 
well as a regulation  slalom  course  with 
buoys, in which th e  sk ier m oves back 
an d  fo r th  betw een e ac h  buoy a n d  is 
ra ted  on a point system .

An island a t e a c h  end  of th e  la k e  
k e e p s  th e  b o a t w a k e  fro m  bouncing 
b ack  fro m  th e  sh o re  w hen  th e  b o a t 
tu rns around. Thompson said

B esides M ark. B rad.21; Linda. 18; 
and  Colleen. 16. have a ll p a rtic ip a ted  
in w a te r  sk i com petitions, in e i t h e r  
jum ping, slalom  or trick  skiing

Skiers a r e  towed a t 36 m p h  in the 
s l a lo m  c o m p e t i t io n ,  35 m p h  in th e  
jum p and about 17 m ph in trick  skiing, 
M rs Thompson said

She said Colleen, a trick  sk ier, p a r ­
tic ipated  in the national com petition  a t 
M iami last year, and th is y e a r both she 
and  B ra d  h a v e  qualified  fo r  national 
com petition  a t B erkeley

Orange-tree-for-rent 
business starts slow

Some people ren t houses Some people ren t boats 
N orm an H artn e tt of B akersfield  ren ts  orange tree s  
T he 49-year-old E a s t  B akersfield  High School special education  

te a c h e r  p la c e d  an ad in T he Californian c a l l in g  a t te n tio n  to h is  
unique sideline as a landlord of orange tre e s  which he ren ts  for $12 
each

“ My son (T im ) and I own 19 a c re s  of o ranges in the P o rte rv ille  
a r e a ,"  he said “ These a re  m atu re  orange tre e s  which we fertilize  
and irr ig a te  and they a re  ren ted  for a y ear to those who wish to  h a r­
vest th e m .”

H a rtn e tt e s tim a te s  a r e n te r  w ill h a r v e s t  a b o u t 250 p o u n d s  of 
o ranges from  one tree

He said he and Tim , 27. decided to rent o range  tree s  to allow  con­
su m ers to becom e d irec tly  involved in the harvesting  process

"W e ju s t supply them  w ith the ladder and equipm ent and they get 
the fun of com ing up here  and saying they 've  rented  an orange tree , 
he said.

He hopes to ren t 1,000 of his 1,600 navel orange tree s  So fa r, he 
sa id  he has ren ted  30

“ People out here  a re n 't  really  quite used to the idea y e t,’ he said 
“ But back E as t they ren t everyth ing Why they even ren t a row of 
strin g  beans.

“ When I told one guy how m any oranges he 'd  get. he asked m e if 
he could ren t a lim b .”

H a r tn e t t  sa id  th e  r e n t- a - t r e e  b u s in e ss  m ay  no t m ak e  m uch  
m oney, but he hopes re n te rs  will enjoy it

He said orange tre e  re n te rs  pay $12 now for a crop they w ill h a r­
vest in D ecem ber and Jan u a ry

“ People ren t every th ing  else. so why not a t r e e '1 he asked 
Those w ishing to ren t a tre e  from  H artn e tt m ay call him  a t 871- 

3015 a f te r  6 p m .
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Stiern packing shed bill 
gets governor signature

Gov Brown has signed into a law a bill by Sen W alter W Stiern 
of B akersfield  that c an  expand th e  w ork  force base fo r California 
packing shed operato rs.

The urgency bill goes into effect im m ediately .
S tiem 's  bill, SB 1187, e stab lish es unlim ited working hours in the 

sheds fo r  16 an d  17 y ea r o ld  m inors and  e ra se s  previous lim its of 
eight hours a day. 48 hours a week

S tie rn  sa id  th e  b ill w a s  w r i t te n  as an em ergency  m easu re  so 
p rocessors of perishab le  produce could m ove sw iftly to increase  the 
size of packing shed crew s

“ W ith severa l crops now a t or n ear peak h a rv est s tag es through­
ou t C a lifo rn ia ,"  he said, “ it s n ecessary  th a t shed crew s can work 
extended h o u rs  M aturing f r u i t s  an d  vegetab les d o n ’t re spec t th e  
eight-hour d a y .”

Stiern  em phasized  p a ren ts  of th e  m inors c a n  m a k e  p rivate  a r ­
rang em en ts  w ith  sh ed  o p e ra to rs  to e n s u re  th e i r  ch ildren  a re  not 
overw orked.

S tiern  said in addition to support by grow ers, p ack ers  and ship­
pers, h igh school counselors favored  i ts  en ac tm en t because of th e  
sum m er job opportun ities it could c re a te  for youth

M rs Thompson sa id  besides c o m ­
p e t i n g  n a tio n a lly ,  C o l le e n  a t te n d s  
Highland High School and B rad has his 
own dry-w ell construction  business.

L inda, a June  g rad u a te  of H ighland. 
will a tten d  college in N orw ay th is  Au­
gust a s  an exchange studen t and M ark 
w orks as a pain ting  co n tra c to r.
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