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Clint Keeley sums up his experi-
ence in Iraq in three words: scary, 
nerve-racking, sad.

He’s not alone among service 
members who had difficulty deal-
ing with the war in Iraq. But his 
experience in the military helped 
at the stage of life he has entered 
now.

Keeley grew up in Fort Worth 
and attended Happy Hill Farm for 
his three last three years of high 
school in Granbury. After high 
school, he joined the Army in 2001, 
just before 9/11. He wrapped up 
21 years in the Army and retired 
and came back home. He joined the 
Army when he was 17.

Keeley, 39, of Azle, had a num-
ber of duty stations: Fort Polk, 
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Many people find their niche in 
the military.

Kenny Wilson is among those 
people.

Wilson, who serves as Azle Fire 
Department’s fire marshal, was 
born in Abilene but grew up in 
Grapevine and attended Grapevine 
High School. He started volun-
teering as a fireman beginning in 
1981 and did that until 1987, when 
the department stopped using 
volunteers. 

“So, I went in the Air Force be-
cause myself and a friend of mine 
decided to go in to together; how-
ever, he backed out at the last mo-
ment and I just went ahead and 
went in,” he said. 

Wilson thought joining the mili-
tary was a “good way to get my life 
started and get some good train-
ing.” He had an older brother who 
had been in the Air Force and his 
father and grandfather were in the 
Army.

“So, it just seemed like the right 
fit,” he said, noting that his father 
was stationed on a Navy radio ship. 

Wilson was in the Air Force from 
1984 to 1988 and was stationed 
at Carswell Air Force Base all four 
years. 

“Nothing like joining the Air Force 
to see the world and coming right 
back home,” he said. “My grandpar-
ents lived a mile from the base.”

He served as a Security Police 
Law Enforcement Specialist and ob-
tained the rank of sergeant. While 
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Azle fire marshal: Service 
was ‘best time’ of his life
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George Conley has been serv-
ing as a Parker County commis-
sioner for Precinct 1 since 2008. 
He is known around Springtown 
and Azle for his sense of humor, 

From serving his country to serving his county
George Conley

his eagerness to serve others, and 
for always leading the pledge of al-
legiance “loud and proud.”

As a young man, Conley served 
on a sub tender supply ship for the 
U.S. Navy from 1976-1980. He was 
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Conley during his service on a sub tender supply ship for the U.S. Navy. 
Beside him is a torpedo sporting his mother’s name.
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Conley spent his time with the navy overseas.
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Veteran liked certain 
appeal from the Army

Louisiana, (twice); Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina; Hawaii (twice); 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Washington state; Fort Dix, New 
Jersey; and Fort Bliss in El Paso. He 
had three deployments, all to Iraq: 
2004-05, nine months; 2006-07, 15 
months; and 2010-11, 12 months. 
His last rank was command ser-
geant major.     

Keeley joined the Army for prac-
tical reasons.

“I knew college wasn’t for me and 
I was looking for more of a sense of 
purpose,” he said.

He also picked the Army for 
pragmatic purposes. PHOTO BY DON MUNSCH

Kenny Wilson, an Air Force veteran, stands with dog Mila 
at the Azle Fire Department.
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After an ambush in Iraq in 2006, Clint Keeley pulls bullets out of his vehicle. 
Keeley served in the Army for 21 years. 


