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Growing the district

DON MUNSCH | AZLE NEWS

As the district continues to expand, Hilltop Elementary School is 
undergoing construction and is scheduled to open this fall.
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Tory Roeber takes a picture with her 6-year-old son Isaac. Isaac was attacked by two dogs about a week 
and a half before Christmas. 

Reno parents file 
lawsuit after young boy 
is attacked by dogs
BY MADELYN EDWARDS

madelyn@azlenews.net

About a week and a half 
before Christmas, two dogs 
attacked a Reno Elementary 
School kindergartener while 
he was walking home from 
the school bus stop. 

Now his parents, David and 
Katherine “Tory” Roeber, are 
suing the dogs’ owner.

Tory Roeber said the inci-
dent began when her 6-year-
old son Isaac saw that two 
dogs — a Lab mix and a shep-

herd mix — were loose and 
coming after him. She said 
he hid in a bush, but the dogs 
found him, dragged him away 
from the bush and bit him 
multiple times. 

Roeber said the dogs had 
been a problem for years, and 
she had been in contact with 
the Reno Police Department 
about the issue. 

On the day of the attack, 
Isaac was dropped off at the 
bus stop after school later 
than usual because of a road 
closure. The bus driver called 

Tory Roeber after dropping 
him off to make sure he made 
it home. When Roeber sent 
her older son to check on 
Isaac, he couldn’t find Isaac 
and said it appeared that 
something was going on at 
the home with the problem 
dogs on Carmen Street. 

At that point, Roeber 
promptly sprang into action. 

“I literally just jumped in 
my car, no shoes on, noth-
ing, and drove up to the dog 
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Azle police, city officials remember long-time officer
BY DON MUNSCH

 don@azlenews.net

A former Azle Police 
Department police officer 
who spent more than three 
decades here died last week.

Sgt. Bob Spohn died Jan. 13. 
He had retired from Azle PD 

on Jan. 3 and had been deal-
ing with an illness. He was 57.

“We are all grieving Sgt. 
Spohn’s passing,” Azle City 
Manager Tom Muir said in 
an email. “He admirably 
served the community for 
almost 35 years with distinc-
tion. He touched the hearts 

of so many citizens as well as 
every member of the Police 
Department.”

Muir said he expected 
Spohn’s services to be held 
next week.

APD Chief Ben Hall said in 
an email that Spohn was the 
longest-standing member of PLEASE SEE SPOHN | A10

the department and “was as 
proud to serve this commu-
nity on his last day here as he 
was on his first. He enjoyed a 
lengthy history and with this 
agency and was really our tie 
to where we came from as a 
department. He was a men-
tor, friend and leader.”

He added: “It is impossi-
ble to summarize a 30+ year 
career with any degree of ac-
curacy. His last position is 
an administrative sergeant 
had him keeping the wheels 
on the bus in a business that 
is complex and ever chang-
ing. He was our TCOLE 

(Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement) training coordi-
nator and accreditation man-
ager and supervised dispatch 
(and) all critical components 
of our organization.”

Spohn’s impact on the de-

AISD schools have life-saving devices at the ready
BY DON MUNSCH

don@azlenews.net

Emergency personnel had 
minutes to revive Buffalo 
Bills safety Damar Hamlin 
when he collapsed at Paycor 
Stadium in Cincinnati two 
weeks ago during a Monday 

Night Football game.
What’s true about Hamlin 

when he went into cardiac 
arrest is true for any team 
personnel and medical staff 
when an athlete enters car-
diac arrest. An AED — or 
automated external defibril-
lator — was used for Hamlin 

as part of his treatment and 
is used when necessary by 
school staff in Azle ISD. 
Hamlin survived and recov-
ered and is in rehabilitation.

Evan Poer, Azle ISD athletic 
trainer, discussed the dis-
trict’s use of AEDs last week. 
As explained by OSHA.com, PLEASE SEE AEDS | A3

the Occupational Safety and 
Health Association website, 
an AED is a medical device 
designed to analyze the 
heart rhythm and deliver 
an electric shock to victims 
of ventricular fibrillation to 
restore the heart rhythm to 
normal.

“Ventricular fibrillation 
is the uncoordinated heart 
rhythm most often respon-
sible for sudden cardiac 
arrest,” OSHA.com stated. 
“Sudden cardiac arrest oc-
curs when ventricular fibril-
lation takes place or when 
the heart stops beating al-

together. Without medical 
attention, the victim col-
lapses, lose consciousness, 
becomes unresponsive and 
dies. Many victims have no 
prior history of heart disease 
and are stricken without 


