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Ruff news for puppy mills 
City Council ordinance to restrict 
retail, public sale of dogs, cats
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Fozzie Bear is a 3 month old male mixed breed medium dog. He will 
be about 44 lbs fully grown.  The ordinance is expected to keep the 
shelter from having to compete with a store, and will potentially get 
animals like Fozzie adopted sooner.

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@azlenews.net

During a March 7 meet-
ing, the Azle City Council 
unanimously passed a revi-
sion to section 2.02.006 of 
Ordinance No. 2023-05. The 
amendment revises Article 
2.02 “Dogs and cats” of 
Chapter 2 “Animal Control” 
of the Code of Ordinances 
for the City of Azle. In effect, 
it prohibits local pet shops 
from selling cats and dogs 
under most circumstances 
and prevents individuals 
from selling the animals out-
side the home. It may help 
keep pet stores that source 
from puppy mills from oper-
ating in Azle.

   The subject came under 
discussion during the Feb. 21 

council meeting after a pet 
store reached out to council 
members to express interest 
in expanding its operations 
in Azle. In response, Council 
member Peek requested an 
ordinance prohibiting the 
sale of puppies in pet stores.

   “There are relationships 
between many pet stores and 
less-than-legitimate animal 
sales groups (aka puppy 
mills); this ordinance will 
help our shelter by not bring-
ing more pets into the area 
that may eventually require 
our services,” said animal 
control supervisor Jessie 

Williams.  “Additionally, we 
are pleased with the ordi-
nance in that it will prevent 
our shelter from competing 
with a store where the sourc-
ing of the animals may be 
unknown.” 

 Section 1b of the newly 
passed ordinance also places 
restrictions on the sale of 
other animals, stating, “it 
shall be unlawful for any per-
son to sell, exchange, barter, 
lease, rent, give away or dis-
play” any live animal, regard-
less of age, along roadsides, 
public spaces, recreation ar-
eas, flea markets, commercial 

or retail parking lots. Dogs 
and cats, specifically, cannot 
be sold in any location other 
than where they were born.

“Other neighboring cities 
have adopted similar ordi-
nances due to numerous con-
cerns and complaints of un-
healthy puppies purchased 
from pet stores or other 
facilities, said Council mem-
ber Peek. “The ordinance is a 
proactive approach to assist 
in protecting the consumer 
from acquiring a dog or cat 
from breeder, individual, or 
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Rebel and Tigger training in the arena.

Rebel with 
a cause
Young Azle resident shares her 
story leading up to 4-H wins and 
her passion for horses
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O
n March 5, Rebel 
Yale, a sixth grade 
Azle Elementary 
School student, 

earned second place in the 
Horse Skill-a-thon, fourth 
place in Showmanship, and 
sixth place in Halter Showing 
at a Tarrant County Junior 
Livestock Show. This is 
Rebel’s first year compet-
ing and her third-year riding 
horses.

 Despite so few years of 
experience, Rebel was able 
to wow judges with her vet-
erinary knowledge of horses 
and her performance han-
dling her horse, Tigger. Rebel 
started her journey a few 
short years ago at Melody 
Acres Stable. 

“When she was 10, she 

would clean stalls to pay for 
her horse-riding lessons. 
(Melody Acres) taught her 
everything. They made sure 
she was very well-informed 
on how to take care of horses. 
It’s incredible what they did 
for her here,” said Brittanie 
Yale, Rebel’s proud mother. 

“(Tigger) was boarding here 
and she was working with 
another horse that she really 
loved, and they ended up sell-
ing that horse. Because Rebel 
was upset, they offered to sell 
us (Tigger), who didn’t have 
an owner. They sold him to 
us for what they paid, so they 
weren’t trying to make money 
off us. I thought that was re-
ally awesome. We bought him 
about a year and a half ago 
and she started working with 
him and she got really good.”
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Reno PD investigates 
livestock massacre
The slaying was allegedly carried out by two pit bulls

MADELYN EDWARDS
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Reno’s animal control of-
ficer is trying to identify two 
pit bulls that were associat-
ed with the slaughter of mul-
tiple livestock animals. 

During the week of Feb. 27, 
about 21 goats and lambs 
were killed allegedly by the 
pit bulls, Reno Police Deputy 
Chief Nathan Stringer said. 

“(Animal Control Officer 
Joe) Harris is working the 
case. He’s currently talking 

to people in the area to see if 
they can identify the dogs,” 
Stringer said. “We’re getting 
conflicting stories. Some 
people tell us that they’re 
strays. Some people tell us 
one of them had a collar on.”

If the dogs are owned, 
Stringer said the owner 
would be liable for the 
damages.

Some details of the inci-
dent are still unconfirmed by 
police. 

“That seems like an awful 
large number of animals to 

be killed by two dogs. I’m 
not saying it didn’t happen. 
I’d say we have to explore 
other possibilities, too,” 
Stringer said. “We live in a 
rural area. It could have been 
a pack of wild dogs. It could 
be coyotes. There’s no telling 
what did it.”

The deputy chief said the 
pit bulls could’ve been part 
of a wild dog pack, or they 
could have come across the 
livestock after they had al-

PLEASE SEE DOGS | A10

PLEASE SEE ANIMALS | A9

Chamber Clay Shoot set for March 24
STAFF REPORTS

The Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce is gearing 
up to host its 17th Annual 

Sporting Clay Shoot on March 
24 at Fossil Pointe Sporting 
Grounds. 

Lunch and team registra-

tion will start at 11:30 with 
Shotgun Start at 1 p.m.

PLEASE SEE CLAY | A2

FILE PHOTO

Azle Area Chamber of Commerce’s Clay Shoot for 2022 was a great success.


